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4 Tokyo lifts freeze Mavs pull ahead Pilita, Francis M GMA puts Boracay 
„ on P4B in grants, of Suns with join Ryan as under administrative 
4 К loans to Manila Game 3 victory , judges of RP ‘Idol’ control of PTA. 


ота! feedback@inguirer.com.ph 


Soldier-athletes tapped a BET RP doctors to fly 12 tons 
to guard Magdalo men - E D A "L : of supplies to Indonesia 


Aram) вуми Dizon — ‘THE PHILIPPINES WILL SEND A 20-MEMBER 
PALME] neto DENS medical contingent with 12 tons of supplies and 
P7 | ae à medicine to indonesia where a deadly earthquake 
р оп Saturday left more than 5,100 dead and 
their way, shoot hoop. or 200,000 others homeless. 
ee irae = = Emergency aid has begun pouring into areas 
devastated by the -mapntde earthquake in 
whohappentotesae- |. BALANCED FearLess Views Indonesia, bt officials sad supplls were not e- 
ping soldier-athietes. и ing delivered fast enough to victims who begged 
SOLDIER At ‘Tuesday, May 30, 2006 sections / Vol.21 / No.I71 РІВ 7 RPDOCTORS/ A6 


60 Metro schools, hospitals, buildings vulnerable to big quake 


By Leila B. Salaverria Works and Highways quake in neighboring Indonesia any contingencies whether About five quakes hit the canology and Seismology, or 
The task force also identified claimed about 5,100 lives. brought forth by earthquakes, Philippines every day, but few, if Phivolcs, said the  predawn 
THE PHILIPPINE ORTHOPEDIC the Bicutan Interchange in То minimize the loss of lives landslides, floods and other natu- any, are felt. quake's epicenter was 690 km 
GenterPhilSportsArena (former. Parafaque City as among the six and property in the country, Pres- ral calamities,” the President А 4.0-magnitude undersea southeast of Manila, off Bohol is- 
iy Ultra) and the Batasan Hills El- bridges in Metro Manila that ident Macapagal-Arroyo yester- said earthquake hit the Visayas early land. 
@mentary School are among the were recommended for strength- day ordered civil defense officials Тһе Philippines, just like In- yesterday, a day after two mild Оп Sunday afternoon, a 5.3- 
60 buildings in danger of sustain- ening to increase their chances of to conduct earthquake-prepared- donesia, sits on what is common- quakes shook parts of the Philip- magnitude quake struck off the 
ing “life-threatening” damage withstanding an earthquake. ness drills in schools, business ly referred to as the Pacific “Ring pines. Authorities said no dam- country’s northernmost Babuyan 
should a major earthquake hit It released the list of the build- districts and public places. of Fire," a zone of frequentearth- age was expected and the tem- Island group. Hours later, a 3.3- 
Metro Manila, according to the ings, mostly public elementary “Let us not be alarmed, but by quakes and volcanic eruptions blors were not related to Indone- magnitude quake rattled Ca- 
‘Task Force on Building Inspection and high schools, to the media all means let every vulnerable that encircles the Pacific Ocean зігз killer quake. gayan de Oro City and nearby ar- 
of the Department of Public two days after а 6.3-magnitude community be prepared to meet basin The Philippine Institute of Vol- 40 METRO/ A6 


Ex-Red peace 
adviser killed 


Llamas 8th 
leftist leader 
shot dead 
this month 


By Job B. Belen 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


i 
E 
H 


DEAD ON ARRIVAL: The body of Sotero “Ka Teroy” Llamas at the 
TABACO СІТҮ—А Dr. Amando Cope Memorial Hospital in Tabaco City in Albay. 
rebel who became a 


peace adviser met a vio- 


Exe 2 Abu tipsters share 


Sotero Llamas, a for- 


техен Peoples Army P26-million US prize 


leader in Bicol and a 


consultant to commu- Two FILIPINO INFORMANTS bombing of a ferry in Manila on 
> div 4 nistrebelsmegotiatinga will share а $500,000-reward Feb. 27, 2004 thar killed 116 peo- 
LEFTIST leaders Nathanael Santiago (left) and party-list Representatives Joel Virador, Liza Maza, 8 * (about P26 million) from the US ple and the simultaneous bomb- 
Teodoro Casifo (partly hidden) and Rafael Mariano attend a Makati court hearing on the rebellion case peace settlement with government for a tip that led to Sea Броз сааи 
against them with their lawyer Romulo Capulong, (Story on Page A2.) жыю the government, was Фе arrest of a teror suspect in and Davao cities on Feb. 14, 
shot dead Monday Mindanao last year, the US Em- 2005, that left seven dead and 
к D bassy said yesterday. 150 wounded. 

No more safe haven says Left morning while riding in Hilarion del Rosario Santos Ш, Jemaah Islamiyah, a group 
, y PAPE the alleged head of the Rajah So- seeking to create an Islamic 
à laiman Movement, a group of state in Southeast Asia, was be- 
By Michael Lim Ubac murder showed there was no safe inactive in Bayan Muna and he Ні driver was wounded. The Christian converts to Islam that hind the explosion on Aug. 1, 
haven even for those who had legal Left since 2003. He blamed assassins escaped. has been closely associated with 2000, at the Jakarta residence 
«IS THE GOVERNMENT OUTTO abandoned the armed struggle. the killing on thé Arroyo.adminis- Аз in the previous murders of al-Qaida-linked militants, was ar- ofthe Philippine ambassador to 
kill us?” 3 “The government and the mili- tration. militants, Llamas, known as "Ka rested in Zamboanga City in Oc- Indonesia and the Rizal Day 
‘This was the question posed by tary are really itching to jail and ^ Ocampo, Santiago and Llamas Teroy"wasshorbytwomenona tober last year together with six bombings in Metro Manila, also 

Rep. Satur Ocampo, leader of the „silence us, including even the po- меге among some 50 people the motorcycle. other suspects. in 2000. 
militant Bayan Muna party-list litcally inactive Llamas х. They Department of Justice had Colleagues said lamas’ killing Ніз group is believed to have Santos also was connected to 
group, when he heard the news had the strongest motive to si- charged with rebellion in connec- reflected how dangerous the times links to the Indonesian-based Je- plots to attack the US Embassy in 
that ex-communist rebel leader lenceand kill Llamas," Bayan Mu- tion with an alleged Left-Right had become even for those who maah Islamiyah and the bandit Manila and American citizens, 

ғ Sotero Llamas had been gunned па secretary general Nathanael conspiracy to grab power іп hadtriedtoleavethe revolutionary group Abu Sayyaf, which oper- the embassy said. 

&down in Bicol. Santiago said. February. path. (See related story at left.) atesin Mindanao. It said the money, to be pre- 
Colleagues of Llamas said his Santiago said Llamas had been  NOMOREAS йога The Abu Sayyaf was behind the 2ABU/A 


7 А : ГАгтпу kickboxers go 
‘aston Pig Sel after village thugs 


irate! Ex By Christian V. Esguerra placing karate and judo, the erst- 
"Atlas While close-combat method of 
мй ‚ NOT LONG AGO, IN A REMOTE choice, in the Philippine military's 
Mining and Б barrio in Mindanao, four of the elite forces. 
Dodo ах militarys toughest “jungle fight- Молу thai is referred to as "the 
енна ers” were handpicked for a spe- science of eight limbs? as the 
гр. retrieve cial mission—to “neutralize” a hands, feet, elbows and knees are 
DN ade om B. | small band of rogue menterroriz- all used extensively to inflict maxi- 
se ing the community. mum damage to an opponent, A 
‘crumbling În about a week, all seven targets master practitioner of muay thai has 
алаш mysteriously fell, oneafterthe other, the ability to execute strikes using 
p tecumpage Each had a severe neck, rib orspinal eight "points of contact,” as opposed 
Сеп соаг injury All survived but none of them to “two points" (fists) in boxing and 
к =ч» dared pick on the local folkagain, “four poirus” (fists, feet) used in the. 
X theoutskirtsot The mission never hit the head- other forms of martial arts. 
p _Toledo City in lines—which was what thesoldiers From 2000 to 2004, selected ' 
| Cebu. They sell wanted, But it was a resounding troops from the Army's 2nd In- 
the scrap to success for the team that had quiet- (апоу Division based in Tanay, 
l> earn a living and Зу trained in an increasingly popu- Rizal, went through separate 
feed their X laralbeitbrutal,spor—muaythai. two-month courses under muay 
D: families. ý f "This traditional fighting artform thai expert Zhie Vallega. 
B Ld s from Thailand, also known as Thai Тһе military leadership had got- 
—  kidboxing, has been steadily re- ARMY AA 
планына cua т zs ASRS TA HRA TO d 
Xon Ld * E 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST. Eastern Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, experince 
ally cloudy sis with sealed rainshowars. The rest ofthe 


‘country wil be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated rainshowers. 
The sto tho country iie party ciourainshowers. 
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Second FRONT 


Textus your feedback: inquirer news namelagelcityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


TENSION FLARED AND VOICES WERE 
raised between opposing counsel in a 
Makati court yesterday as the lawyer for 
five party-list congressmen charged with 
rebellion accused the prosecution of label- 
ing his clients as communists and “falsely 
implicating” them in an alleged antigov- 
ernment plot. 

Defense lawyer Romeo Capulong also 
accused the prosecution of maligning him 
by having him identified in the indictment 
against the so-called Batasan Five and 41 
other people as a member of the commu- 
nist-led National Democratic Front. 

“It is a serious violation of my rights and 
of those who were unjustly and maliciously 
included in the information,” Capulong 
told Judge Reinato Quilala 

“Is the court aware that the labeling of mili- 
tant progressive groups precedes killing in this 
county?" Capulong added, referring to the 
string of largely unsolved killings of leftist mili- 
tants and other people associated with the 
Communist Party of the Philippines and the 
New Peoples Army. 

Cutting off Capulong’s tirade, Senior 
State Prosecutor Emmanuel Velasco asked 
the defense attorney to show a “little 
ethics.” 

. “You are unethical,” Capulong shot back. 
*I will charge all of you for disbarment and 
perjury. This is going too far.” 


Barbs fly between lawyers 
in Batasan 5 bearing 


The hearing was originally scheduled to 
tackle separate motions filed by the defense 
and the prosecution prior to the case going 
on trial. 

Capulong, whose clients include Rep: 
sentatives Satur Ocampo, Teodoro Casifio 
and Joel Virador of Bayan Muna, Rafael 
Mariano of Anakpawis and Liza Maza of 
Gabriela, told reporters afterwards that he 
would file charges of perjury, “incriminatory 
machinations” and libel against Velasco and 
other prosecutors. 

He said they had certified to having person- 
ally examined the complainants and their wit- 
nesses, but Judge Jenny Lind Aldecoa-Delori- 
по, who had initially handled the case before 
inhibiting herself, had ruled that the certifica- 
tion was false. 

But Velasco shrugged off the accusation, 
telling reporters that Capulong was dishing 
out propaganda. 

‘Overhearing Velasco's remarks, Capulong 
hollered: "Sira шо. Anong nag-po-propagan- 
da? (You're crazy. What propaganda?)" 

‘Meanwhile, Maza and Casifio described the 
charge sheet as “virtually a death list” put to- 
gether by the administration to silence dis- 
senters. 

They said they feared that yesterday's 
killing of Sotero Llamas, a former Bayan offi- 
cial, and the disappearance of Philip Limjoco 
in Pampanga last week, meant that they had 
already been judged by the government's 
"death squad.” (See story on Page A1) 


No ‘edifice complex’ — Bunye 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO YESTER- 
day unveiled another high-profile infrastruc- 
ture project named after her late father but 
| Malacafiang was quick to deny it was suc- 
cumbing to the “edifice complex" that was а 
hallmark of the Marcos administration. 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye scorched specu- 
lation that putting the name “Macapagal” on the 
, gies: was done at the behest of the President 

"T don't think so,” he said. “I believe what is 
important is that we have such an important 
project. The fact that it is named after a par- 
ticular person probably is incidental.” 

President Arroyo led the groundbreaking 
ceremonies at the “world-class Diosdado 
Macapagal cruise terminal” in Orion, Bataan, 
making it the fifth major facility named after 
either of her parents, 

Projects that recall Ms Arroyo's late parents 
since she took office in 2001 are the controversial 
Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard at the Manila 
Bay reclaimed area; the Diosdado Macapagal In- 
temational Airport (which used to be the airport 
facility of Clark Air Force Base, now the Clark 
Special Economic Zone); the Eva Macapagal Su- 
per Terminal located at the Manila Port Area ad- 
jacent to the Manila Hotel, and the Eva Macapa- 


gal road in Nueva Viscaya province. 

Critics claim these projects glorifying the 
sitting President's heritage are reminiscent of 
the predilection of former President Marcos 
and First Lady Imelda Marcos to name gov- 
emment-funded structures after themselves 
and their relatives during their reign. Such fa- 
cilities eventually numbered in the dozens. 

Bunye denied the President was bent on 
glorifying her name in similar fashion. “I don't 
think that this is the decision of the President. 
Twould rather think that this is the decision or 
option of the project proponents.” 

The President herself in a statement said she 
was thankful to the people of Bataan for nam- 
ing the passenger terminal after her father. And 
at the ceremonies, Bataan Rep. Albert Garcia 
called Ms Arroyo's father “a great Filipino.” 

Bunye said he had no idea why the facilities 
were being named after the President's father 
and mother. “This was the decision of the pro- 
ject proponents and those who implemented 
them,” said Bunye. 

He also dismissed as without basis the no- 
tion that proponents of the Bataan project 
were hoping to get some kind of accommoda- 
tion from the President in return for the ges- 
ture. “Ie just a terminal, it's an important fa- 
cility” Bunye said. 


PHILIPPINE RETIREMENT AUTHORITY 


PRA Circular No. Oi. 
12 May 2006 
Series of 2006 


SUBJECT: POLICY CHANGES RELATIVE TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE SPECIAL REDUCED DEPOSIT 


x 


x 


In order to liberalize the requirements of the Authority's program and to make it more competitive 
with the programs of other countries and attractive to prospective foreign retirees, the following 
‘changes, pursuant to Resolution No. 24, Series of 2006, of the Board of Trustees, in Ihe rules 
апа regulations of the Philippine Retirement Authority for retiree enlistment in its program are 


hereby adopted, effective 29 May 2006, 


1. Special Reduced Deposit - For principal applicants who are applying for Special 
Resident Retiree Visa, the minimum qualifying deposit is reduced as follows: 


AGE 


FROM 


To 


35-49 years old 


US$75,000.00 


US$50,000.00 


50 years and above 


US$50,000.00 


US$20,000.00 


2. Holding Parlod — Retirees enrolled under this Program may be allowed to withdraw their 
deposit tor "conversion" into an investment after a holding period of thirty (30) days from the 


date of the issuance of SAR Visa. 


3. Visitorial Fee — For every conversion of the retiree's deposit into an investment, the 
‘concerned гәйгөө will pay the visilorial fee as follows: 


Deposits 


‘Annual Visitorial Fee 


US$20,000.00 


'US$500.00 or its peso equivalent 


US$50,000.00 


US$750.00 or its peso equivalent 


4. Arens ot Investment ~ The areas of investments for visa holders under the Special 
Reduced Deposit Scheme shall be strictly limited to the following: 


a) Purchase, acquisition and ownership of а condominium unit; 

^b) Long-term lease of house and lot, condominium or townhouse which shouid 
not be for a pariod shorter than 20 years; 

о) Purchase, acquisition and ownership of golf or country club shares; or 

d) Investment in shares of stocks of corporations duly registered in the Philippine 


‘Stock Exchange 


‘All applications for conversion of deposit shall be submitted to the Board of Trustees for its 


approval, 


5. Applicability of the Program - The program is an experimental project for six (6) 
montns and shall apply ONLY to new applicants. Previous SAAV holders CANNOT 


re-apply for SRRV under thus Program. 


The Olficer-In-Charge, Resident Retiree Servicing Center, shall ba responsible for tho 


dissemination of this Circular. 


(SGD.) NELSON P. COLLANTES 
General Managor 
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Sto. Tomas set to quit, 
cites stress, workload 


By Jerome Aning 


LABOR SECRETARY PATRI- 
cia Sto. Tomas confirmed 
yesterday that she had of- 
fered to resign, saying she 
wanted to work in a less 
stressful environment and 
devote more time to her 
personal well-being. 


"T would want to continue working 
in government but I do not want to 
‘work full time,” Sto. Tomas told re- 
porters. 

The secretary, one of the Cabiner's 
longest-serving members, said she 


STO.TOMAS 


so foras long as her health permitted. 

She said she submitted a list of 10 
people, including her four undersec- 
retaries, from which the President 
could choose a successor. 

Apart from Undersecretaries 
Manuel Imson, Danilo Cruz, Carmen 
Padilla and Romeo Lagman, Sto. 
Tomas said she also endorsed Marian- 
ito Roque, chief of the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration; 
Arthur Yap, chief of the Presidential 
Management Staff; Cerge Remonde, 
head of Malacafiangs Government 
Mass Media Group; Court of Appeals 
Justice Arthur Brion; Mon Ireneta of 
the Civil Service Commission, and 
former Sen. Orlando Mercado. 

Asked about reports she would be 
appointed chair of the Development 


‘wanted to “de-stress” herself by writ- 
ing a book or two, possibly teach, 
spend more time with her daughter 
and grandchildren and engage in ac- 
tivities that would improve her 
health. 

"1 need some time to rest,” she 
said, adding that she wanted to be 
able to wake up early, sleep late, not 
answer phone calls and even take 
"pilates" lessons, a form of stretching 
exercises. 

She said in another interview that 
while she still had to submit a resig- 
nation, the President agreed that she 
needed a break. 


Asked what she would miss after 
leaving the department, she said it 
would be “the work that is too much" 
and “working late.” 

‘The things that gave her much 
work and stress included the issue on 
wage increases; strikes; enforcement 
of labor laws; and overseas Filipino 
workers who die, are taken hostage 
oraccused of crimes. 

Sto. Tomas said she submitted a 
memorandum to the President early 
this month asking permission to leave 
the department. She said, however, 
that she did not rule out staying a little 
longer if the President asked her to do 


Bank of the Philippines, she replied, 
“It has not been offered to me and 1 
have not asked for it but it would be a 
welcome thing if it happened; if that's 
true, how nice." 

She said she also did not want an 
ambassadorial post because "I do not 
want to be an OFW” 

It has been reported that Sto. 
Tomas was being eyed as president of 
the Government Service Insurance 
System or that she might seek a р 
tion in the International Labor Orga- 
nization or the United Nations Global 
Commission on Migration. With a re- 
port from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


GMA: Saudis to put up jatropha plant 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
yesterday said that Saudi Aramco had 
agreed to put up a jatropha process 
ing plant in Mindanao that should 
boost government efforts to promote 
the lowly shrub as an alternative fuel 
source. 

‘The Palace described jatropha as a 
“drought-resistant perennial shrub 
whose fruit can be processed into oil 
that can be refined further into diesel 
or burned in cooking stoves.” 


President disclosed that during her 
recent state visit to Saudi Arabia, 
“Saudi Aramco agreed to put up an 
ethanol distillery and jatropha pro- 
cessing plant so that Mindanao would 
not lag behind in development." 

“T agree that it's a good strategy to 
have the ой refinery plant in Bataan 
rather than in Mindanao because an 
ethanol distillery and jatropha plant 
would generate more jobs that Min- 
danao needs,” the President said 


could get its supply of jatropha from 
North Luzon where idle military 
camps have been converted into jat- 
торћа plantations. 

The President made the pitch for a 
Jatropha processing plant as she 
pressed Congress anew for the pas- 
sage of the proposed Bio-fuel Act that 
seeks to spur the use of alternative fu- 
els and force 5.2 million registered ve- 
hide owners to use ether bioethanol 
or ethyl alcohol to save on fuel import 


In a visit to Orion, Bataan, the 


STI Gives 


‘The President said Saudi Aramco 


costs. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Recognition to those 
Who Value Education 


Like a broken record, parents would tell their 
children thar the best and only treasure they could 
leave them is education. Even as many children 
‘would brush this off, this would always hold true. 


‘The sacrifice thar parents make to put their child to 
school has motivated educational institutions like 
STI to provide quality education to students. 


Parents should never be short-changed when it 
comes to the education of their children. With this, 
STI commits to give quality and real life education. 


Yearly, STI also gives recognition to parents and 
students alike who bave given importance to 
education. STI especially gives recognition to 
students who excelled in academics and/or 
co-curricular activities. 


Last April 26, 2006, STI gave special citations to 38 
of its students who graduated for the school year 
2005 to 2006. STI gave academic awards to 14 
students and other citations such as the Student of 
the Year Award. 


Topping the list of academic awardees was Cherry 
Lyn M. Fernandez from STI College EDSA- 
Crossing who graduated Magna Cum Laude with а 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Computer Science. 
Fernandez is ‘also a Guaranteed Hire Program 
(GHP) awardee. 


Other GHP awardees include Ishaaq U. Cali (STI 
College-Quezon Avenue), Ferdinand С. Guado 
(STI. College-FDSA-Crossing), and Franco T. 
Robles (STI. College-EDSA-Crossing). The three 
graduated Cum Laude also with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Computer Science. 

STI awards the Guaranteed Hire Program to 
Students who have excelled academically, All GHP 
awardees will get guaranteed jobs from partner 
‘companies of STI. p 


STI also gave recognition to graduates of Diploma 

Courses for the school year 2005-2006 led by Joel C. 

Agumboy (STI College-EDSA-Crossing), who 

graduated with High Honors with a Diploma in 
Commerce Programming. 


STI also gave special recognition to STI Student of 
the Year awardees Norman К. Сагі, (Area and 
National Level Winner-TESDA from STI College- 
Balayan), Ishaaq U. Cali (Area and National Level 
Winner-CHED from STI College-Quezon Ave), 
Rothchiel A. De Lima (Area Level Winner, Southern 
Luzon from STI College-Sta.Cruz), and Patric Ryan 
С. Lee (Area Level Winner, Mindanao Area from 
STI College- Davao). 


з Mag 
> өч, 


STI graduates posing at this year commencement о 


STI takes pride in all of its graduates who are 
products of its Enrollment-to-Employment System 
(E2E System), а complete human resource 
development approach to education. 

"There are 9,518 STI students who graduated Inst. 
school-year across the country, STI has one of the 
largest school networks with more than 100 
campuses nationwide. x 
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Only 1 of 4 pass CPA exams 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


Here's Why: 


‘THREE OUT OF FOUR ACCOUNTANCY GRAD- z One (1) year full factory warranty 
uates are flunking the eligibility tests to become CERTIFIED CUSTOMS DUTY, 
certified public accountants (CPAs), and their AD VALOREM TAX, AND 


412% VAT COMPLIANT 
passing grades are getting worse, a lawmaker «/ Ready available MPI 


warned yesterday. {4 stroke special computerized 
Catenduanes Rep. Joseph Santiago said ^ diagnostic equipment) 

that if left unchecked, the declining quality of QÍ Complete spare parts & service 

‘education in accounting schools could handi- ‘support 

cap the country’s ability to tap the growing { of 10th Anniversary Limited Offer 

global market for outsourced financial and s Lead 

accounting services, which is expected to касетата о 


reach $25 billion in 2009. LIT РттОК. һодпд Bright 5a pagpili ng 


Р әз P asok 
“Both the government and the private sec- a 


| i } 
ee e ebore aid quickly End ware d pencils at crayons! 
to reinforce the quality of accounting instru E 
tion in the country. Otherwise, we risk losing World's best Ito) Ito! 
huge opportunities to expand our share of the selling PWC $ y 
lucrative market for outsourced (financial brand, with || аата Lto! 
and accounting) services,” Santiago said ina 5 
pud 4 
‘Of the 5.318 accountng graduates that Subukan пуд} 
took the licensure examinations for CPAs ear- 
lier this month, only 1,253 or 23.5 percent 
made the grade, according to the Professional 


Regulation Commission, 
“This was even worse than the results of the ines 1 Ba for b05 
CPA licensure tests in October last year, when Supertharged Эй BJ “Tolits” Forbes 
only 1,675 or 25.1 percent of the 6,651 candi- Most powertul РИС worldwide, E Ü 
dates passed, Santiago said. e 

“Don't get us wrong. We have a number of 
excellent accounting schools that produce 
outstanding graduates. But, overall, many 
schools over the years have apparently ne- 
glected the need to continuously upgrade the. 
quality of their in- 
struction, thus the 
deterioration" һе 
said. 

He noted that in 
the United States, 
the research depart- 
ments of large stock ш. 
ESSI Low Fares with 
investment banks are = 


entrusting auxiliary 


activities to offshore 
business process out- Sia 
sourcing providers 


that specialize in fi- 
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killing her friend, 

Jane La Puebla, in a 

dispute over money, 

kept her composure 

when the sentence 

was handed down. 
She escaped the 

death penalty after 

the charge was re- 

duced to culpable 

homicide. mot 

amounting to mur- 

der because of her 

mental state when 
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Army kickboxers go after village thugs 


ten wind of the lanky boyish-looking in- 
structor who could topple much bigger 
‘opponents with а combination of knee 
and elbow strikes done the muay thai 


“This, to me, is the best and easiest 
way to do hand-to-hand combat," 
said Vallega, 28, in an interview with 
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the Inquire. 

Not necessarily undermining the 
value of other disciplines, he said the 
technique was custom-fit for field 
battle. It was originally a “battlefield 
skill” learned by every Thai soldier 
centuries ago, he explained, 

The discipline, relatively new in 
the Philippines where other martial 
arts like taekwondo and aikido are 
more popular, was a welcome addi- 
tion to the training of soldiers or jun- 
gle fighters belonging to the 2nd ID. 

Before Vallega entered the picture, 
most of the soldiers picked for the de- 
fense-and-tactics course already had 
some background in judo and karate. 

‘The two months that the soldiers 
spent under the tutelage of Vallega 
comprised the last phase of their six- 
‘month training before being deployed 
on sensitive field assignments. 

At first, the batch would have 15 to 
30 students. At the end of the train- 
ing, the number would be pruned to 
just four or five “graduates.” 

Vallega said it wasn't easy to eam. 
the trust and respect of the soldiers if 
instructors like him simply gave com- 
mands and lectures. 

In fact, most of the trainees were 
much bigger than their 5-foot-2, 100- 
pound teacher and could seemingly 
take him down with a single blow. 

Vallega knew, too, that his resumé 
won'terase any doubts. He has been a 
master of muay thai since 1996, in- 
cluding its predecessor, muay boran 
orancient boxing 

Vallega’s expertise isn't confined to 
the ring. 


Sometime in 2003, he was walking 
near the train station on Buendia Av- 
enue, Makati, when five men at- 
tacked him. One hit him with a lead 

and a second one stuck an ice 
pick into his left elbow. 

They probably regretted messing 
with Vallega, who said both of his at- 
tackers ended up on the pavement af- 
ter some vicious punches to their 
throats. The other three ran away. 

In one session at the 2nd ID's base 
in Camp Capinpin, Vallega asked fora 
volunteer. A well-built Army man 
stood up. He was about five inches 
taller than Vallega. 

He asked the soldier to attack him 
with impunity—any which way he 
could. 

‘The volunteer threw a punch and 
missed. Before he could launch an- 
other attack he was on the floor with 
Vallega executing strikes using some 
of the vital points of contact. 

From that day on, the soldiers were 
convinced that this was one martial 
art they couldn’t afford to miss. 


Lesson in three parts 

Vallega's lessons are divided into 
three parts: Visualization, mental 
screening and application. 

The first phase teaches soldiers how 
to “survey” an opponent, identifying 
his weak points before making a strike. 

“Do it without hesitation. If not, fail- 
шев likely" Vallega told his students. 

The second phase of mental 
screening hones the soldiers’ instinct 
to strike the muay thai way by using 
the eight points of contact—hands, 
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feet, elbows and knees. 

‘The third phase serves as a kind of 
“cleansing,” separating the men from 
the boys, 

Vallega trained the soldiers to inte- 
grate a standard jungle knife into the 
technique without necessarily relying 
heavily on the knife. 

“If you can take down your opponent 
without it, no problem. The knife is real- 
ly optional," he reminded his students. 

During his 4-year stint at Camp 
Capinpin, Vallega trained around 900 
soldiers. To his knowledge, a number 
of them had since crept behind ene- 
my lines. 

Not to be left behind, the Special 
Action Force (SAF), the Philippine Na- 
tional Police's own elite unit, tapped 
allega's services two years ago. 

As in the case of the jungle fighters, 
Vallega not only taught the policemen 
the physical and lethal aspects of muay 
thai, he included discussions on the 
rich history of the sport, its meaning 
and importance to the Thai way of ife. 

les not difficult for Filipinos to grasp 
the concept. "We are basically borrow- 
inga foreign discipline,” Vallega said. 

Respect was foremost in each teach- 
ing session. This was how the Thais in- 
tended it to be. More importantly, the 
idea was to show deep respect to the 
source of the knowledge, he said, 

Once in a while, Vallega would bump 
intoa former student. Looking imposing 
in a beret and fatigues, the soldier 
would acknowledge Vallega with a tra- 
ditional “wai kru” (honor bow). 

А muay thai teacher always gets a 
kick out ofthat. 


Soldier-athletes tapped to guard Magdalo men 


FrompageAl 


Maj. Augusto de la Peña, newly in- 
stalled Philippine Air Force spokesper- 
son, said nine soldier-athletes would 

| be among the 62 soldiers tasked with 
guarding three Magdalo officers in 

[| their court hearings on rotation basis. 

The nine include a karatedo expert, 
a basketball player, four soccer players, 
two arnis experts and a tennis player. 
The athletes form part of the Philippine. 
Air Force Tesk Force: Pangangalaga 

[| which provides security to the three Air 
Force Magdalo rebel officers who face 
coup d'etat charges for taking part in 
the 2003 Oakwood mutiny 

‘So whenever Capt. Segundino Or- 
бало Jr. and First Lieutenants Fran- 
cisco Ashley Acedillo and Billy Pascua 
attend court hearings in Makati City, 

[| one or more of the nine soldier-ath- 

И letes escort them. 

De la Pefia declined to identify any 


MORE CHANCES TO WIN: 
20 Bi-Monthly Draws 


with 60 winners 


of the nine soldier-athletes. "We can't 
divulge their names for security rea- 
sons because they are also performing 
a sensitive function," he said. 

These soldier-athletes have seen 
action in national sporting events, the 
Air Force spokesperson added. 

De la Pefia also declined to say if 
there would be  soldierathletes 
guarding Orfiano, Acedillo and Pas- 
cua at their hearing today. 

‘A source close to the rebel officers 
told the Inqumex that a marathon runner. 
and a boxer had also been assigned to 
‘guard Orfiano and Pascua, respectively. 

The source, who requested anonymi- 
ty said that Pascua jokingly asked to be 
handcuffed to the boxers stronger arm. 

“Para nga naman hindi matamaan 
ng malakas (So Pascua won't be hit by 
the stronger arm),” the source said, 
chuckling. 

However, De la Pefia said there 
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were no boxers or marathon runners 
in the task force's roster of soldiers. 

He also said the task force did not 
intentionally assign soldier-athletes 
to the Magdalo officers because the 
former could control the latter with 
brute force developed from constant 
training in sports. 

“They are mainly soldiers with du- 
ties to perform. And just like any oth- 
er soldier, they are physically fit,” De 
la Peña said. 

‘The source said the three Magdalo ju 
nior officers had been exercising regu- 
larly in their detention compound at 
PAF headquarters in Villamor Air Base. 

Could they be planning to out- 
sprint their athletic escorts? 

More likely, theyre fighting off 
weight gain and muscle atrophy. After 
being detained for nearly three years, 
they're not fit enough to tackle their 
brawny security escorts. 


` 2 Abu 
tipsters 
share ... 


sented отогон, 

comes from the US 

| state department 

\ 3 “Rewards for Justice” 

$ program, which pro- 

vides cash rewards 

for information lead- 

ing to the arrest of 

terrorists involved in 

acts against Ameri- 
cans. 

US Embassy 
spokesperson 
Matthew Lussenhop 
said this was the third 
time the mission маз 
paying Filipino infor- 
mants under the pro- 
gram, noting that the 
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scheme has been 
“very effective" in the 
Philippines. 

There were now a 
total of six recipients 
of rewards in the 
country, counting the 
two who are set to re- 
ceive P26 million, he 
said, 

The three "major 
payouts" had handed 
over a combined sum. 
of almost $2 million, 
he said. 

‘Worldwide, the re- 
ward system has paid 
ош about $63 mil- 
lion to individual ti 
sters in the US-led 
war on terror, accord- 
ing to Lussenhop, 

US counterterror- 
ism training of Pil- 
ipino troops has been 
credited with suc- 
cesses against the 
‘Abu Sayyaf, which is 
on a US list of terror- 
ist organizations, Re- 
ports from AP and 
Volt Contreras 
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Nothing to fear with antiterror law, say cops 
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Previously, those 
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60 Metro schools, hospitals, buildings vulnerable to big quake 


From page Al 


eas, No damage was reported. 

“They were weak though some 
people felt them. They happened 
separately, and were not connect- 
èd to the killer quake in Indone- 
sia,” Phivoles chief Renato 
Solidum said. 


LTO office, Children’s Hospital 

Aside from schools, three hos- 

buildings, three sports com- 

plexes and the two-story Letas 
building of the Land Transporta- 
tion Office in Quezon City were 
among those found to have struc- 
tural problems. 

The medical facilities in urgent 
need of detailed evaluation are 
the three-story main building and 
the three-story spinal ward of the 
Philippine Orthopedic Center 
and the Philippine Children’s 
Medical Center, all in Quezon 
City. 

Aside from the three buildings 
in the PhilSports Arena in Pasig 
City, the other damaged sports fa- 
cilities were identified as the one- 
story Quirino Grandstand and the 
one-story steel-framed building 
in the Rizal Memorial Sports 
Complex, both in Manila. 

The task force recommended 
that the buildings be evaluated 
immediately to determine what 
needed to be done to improve 
them. 


Detailed evaluation 

“Sixty buildings, (тойу 
school buildings) have been гес- 
‘ommended for urgent detailed 
evaluation due to severity of 
damage that can be life threaten- 
ingin case of major earthquake or 
any natural or manmade calami- 
ty* Public Works Undersecretary 
Salvador Pleyto, head of the Task 


FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF 
the buildings that need urgent de- 
tailed evaluation, according to 
the Task Force on Building Inspec- 
tion of the Department of Public 
Works and Highways. Only the 
names of 52 buildings were avail- 
able. According to DPWH engi- 
neers, the names of eight build- 
ings in Marikina not on the list 
were with an engineer who was 
out of town. 


Caloocan 
Cecilio Apostol Elementary 
School (3-story building). 


Makati 

Pio del Pilar Elementary 
School (S-story RC building); 
Francisco Benitez Elementary 
‘School (3-story RC building) 


Malabon 

Imelda Elementary School; 
Malabon Elementary School (2- 
story Doña Maxima Blas Build- 
ing); Malabon Elementary 
School (2-story Rodriguez 
Building); Potrero Elementary 
School-Main (2-story Vicencio 
Building). 


BUILDINGS IN TROUBLE 


Mandaluyong 

Eight buildings need urgent 
detailed inspection, but these 
were not named. 


Manila 

Araullo High School (4-story 
building with covered roof 
deck); Manila High School (3- 
story building with roof deck); 
Manuel A. Roxas High School 
(story building with roof 
deck); Quirino Grandstand (1- 
story building with concrete 
roof slab), and the Rizal Memo- 
rial Sports Complex (Lstory 
steel-framed building). 
Marikina 

St. Mary's Elementary School 
(2-story Building C) and Taftong 
High School (4-story MCF 
Building). 


Navotas 

Bangkulasi Elementary 
School (2-story Marcos-type); 
Daanghari Elementary School 
Q-story С. Bautista Building); 
Kapitbayan Elementary School 
(story Industrial Arts Build- 
ing); Navotas Polytechnic Col- 
lege (story building); San 


Roque Elementary School (2- 
story Rodriguez Building); Tan- 
gos 1 Elementary School (2-sto- 
ту Old Rodriguez Building); and 
the Wawa Elementary School 
(2-story DPWH building). 
Pasay 

Kalayaan High School (5-sto- 
ту RC building) and Pasay City 
West High School (4story RC 
building). 
Pasig 

Bagong log Elementary 
School (2 buildings); Dr. Sixto 
Antonio Elementary School; 
Kalawaan Elementary School; 
Oranbo Elementary School; 
Palatiw Elementary School (5- 
story building); Pasig Central El- 
ementary School; Pineda Ele- 
mentary School, and the 
PhilSports Arena (3 buildings). 


Pateros 

Maria Concepcion High 
School and Pateros Elementary 
School. 


Quezon City 

Batasan Hils Elementary 
School (4-story Liban Building); 
Carios L. Albert High School (2- 


story Ramos Building); Don A. 
Roces Sr Science Technology 
High School (2-story Technolo- 
gy/imelda Building); Elemen- 
tarya ng Pura М Kalaw (2-story 
DECS building); the Payatas High 
School (2-story DPWH building). 
Philippine Orthopedic Center 
(B-story spinal wing ward and 3- 
story main building); Philippine 
Children's Medical Center, and 
the Land Transportation Office 
(2-story Letas Building), 


San Juan 

Addition Hills Elementary 
School (I-story Bagong Lipunan 
Building 2) and the Sta. Lucia 
Elementary School (2-story 
building). 


Taguig 

Bagong Tanyag Elementary 
School (2 buildings) and the 
Daang Hari Elementary School. 


Valenzuela 

Canumay West Elementary 
School (old 2-story building) 
and Marulas Elementary School 
(2-story MSA Building). 


Source: Summary report of the 
Task Force on Building Inspection 


Force on Building Inspection, 
said in his May 19 report to Secre- 
tary Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. 

Aside from the 60 buildings, 
366 others needed to be evaluat- 
ed, Pleyto said. 

His report was based on the 
task force's inspection of 1,983 
buildings in Metro Manila as of 
the end of last month. The task 
force, composed of 25 teams of 


three people each, began its in- 
spection of Metro Manila build- 
ings in February. 

Pleyto said the buildings whose 
damage could be life-threatening 
were those found to have cracks 
and weakened supports. 

“One of the buildings we visit- 
ed, the Batasan Hills Elementary 
School, had cracks in its walls, 
which could be very dangerous to 


INDONESIAN soldiers unload relief supplies donated by Singapore at an airbase in Yogyakarta. ” 


From page Al 


for help on roads lined with 
crumpled buildings. 

The team of Filipino doctors, 
nurses, psychologists, orthopedic 
surgeons and other medical per- 
sonnel is expected to leave either 
tonight or early Wednesday 
‘aboard a Philippine Air Force 
C-130 plane for Jakarta. 

rom the Indonesian capital, 
the team will proceed to the city 
of Yogyakarta. The area affected 
by the quake stretches across 
hundreds of square kilometers of 
mostly farming communities to 
the south of this ancient city in 
Central Java. 

"The Philippine team is led by 
Dr. Emmanuel Bueno, head of the 
emergency room at the East Av- 
enue Medical Center in Quezon 
City. The assistant team leader is 
Dr. Romeo Bituin, assistant head 
Of the emergency room at the 
Jose Fabella Memorial Hospital in 
Manila. 

“Bueno has taken part in disas- 
ter response operations, includ- 
ing those in Southern Leyte 
where a deadly landslide killed 
about a thousand villagers in 
February. He also joined opera- 
tions in Infanta, Real and Gener- 


al Nakar in Quezon province that 
were hit by flash floods in 2004. 

Bituin was a member of the 
Philippine humanitarian contin- 
gent to Sri Lanka which was dev- 
astated by a killer tsunami in De- 
cember 2004. 

Philippine Ambassador to 
Jakarta Shulan Primavera said an. 
initial check showed no Filipino 
was killed or injured in the earth- 
quake. According to immigration. 
records, 15 Filipinos were regis- 
tered’ as temporary residents of 
Yogyakarta. 


Global aid effort 

Countries across the world 
have pledged millions of dollars, 
tons of supplies and hundreds of 
personnel for the earthquake vic- 
tims in Indonesia. 

‘An aid plane chartered by the 
UN's children’s agency arrived in 
the city of Solo, about three hours 
by car from the hardest-hit dis- 
trict of Bantul on Java island. It 
was loaded with water, tents, 
stoves and cooking sets that offi- 
cials said would be distributed 
later Monday. 

On Sunday, three UN trucks 
brought high-energy biscuits to 
survivors and two Singapore mili- 
tary cargo planes arrived at Yo- 


gyakarta airport with doctors and 
medical supplies. 

But local officials said relief 
supplies remained inadequate. 

“We have received food and 
medicine from the government 
but it’s not enough, said Su- 
parno, a neighborhood official in 
Bantul who goes by one name, 
like many Indonesians. "How сап 
1 distribute 40 kg of rice to 1,200 
people?” 

Hundreds of villagers lined 
main roads in the disaster zone, 
holding out donation boxes. 
They explained that any money 
collected would be used com- 
munally to buy rice, oil and can- 
ез. 

“We need help. Anything at 
all," one sign read. 


Lack of coordination 

Indonesian President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono acknowl- 
edged the “lack of coordination” 
in aid distribution when he visit- 
ed refugees on Monday and 
called for government officials to 
be "more agile." 

=] saw in many areas that 


„there are many things that need 


to be speeded up," he said. His 
government has promised to al- 
locate $107 million to help re- 


the students when an earthquake 
occurs," he said in a phone inter- 
view. ў 

The school has four stories. 

Pleyto said the inspection 
teams were more concerned with 
buildings more than one-story 
high because these buildings 
posed more risk should they top- 
ple during an earthquake. 

He said inspection teams prior- 
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itized schools and hospitals be- 
cause they sheltered children and 
the sick. 


Pakistan 

The task force had written 
building officials to inform them 
of the condition of the inspected 
structures. 

The Task Force on Building In- 
spection was formed last year fol- 
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lowing the earthquake that dev- 
astated Pakistan. Its duty is to de- 
termine the condition of public 
buildings and bridges and recom- 
mend measures to improve them 
so that they would have a better 
chance of withstanding earth- 
quakes. 

"Six bridges were evaluated 
and rated, and chosen for seis- 
mic retrofitting, which to our 
opinion should be the top priori- 
ty and its implementation be 
pursued the soonest since this 
would require minimal cost," 
Bureau of Design Director Dani- 
lo Manilang said in his Feb. 17 
report to Pleyto. 

"The bridges are the Bicutan In- 
terchange, the left and right 
Spine Bridge in Navotas town, 
the Alat Bridge in Caloocan City 
and the Sto. Nifio and and Ro- 
driguez bridges in Manila. 

Cost of retrofitting the bridges 
was placed at P31 million. 


Underpasses 

‘The task force inspected a total 
of 329 road structures consisting 
of 251 bridges, 68 interchanges 
or fiyovers, six underpasses and 
four tunnels, 

Pleyto said the task force 
would also conduct inspections of 
buildings and bridges in the rest 
of the country. 

"It is our duty to ensure that 
public buildings are strong 
enough to withstand most earth- 
‘quakes and calamities,” he said. 

Ms Arroyo's chief of staff, 
Michael Defensor, said the Presi- 
dent would meet with officials of 
the National Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council this week to assess 
the governments disaster-pre- 
paredness program. With reports 
from Christine О. Avendaño, АР 
‘and AFP 


INJURED earthquake victims wait for treatment at a temporary military hospital in Bantul Yogyakarta. ^ 


RP doctors to fly 12 tons of supplies to Indonesia 


build stricken areas over the next 
year. 

Yudhoyono—criticized Бу 
some as hesitant to act in the 
past—spent the first night after 
Saturday's quake sleeping in а 
tent along with survivors and 
moved his office to the nearby 
city of Yogyakarta to supervise re- 
lief operations. 

The government said the 
quake had killed more than 5,100 
and left an estimated 200,000 
people homeless, most of whom 
are now living in shacks close to 
their former homes or in shelters. 
erected in rice fields. Hospitals 
overflowed with bloodied sur- 
vivors. 

‘The US military plans to send 
100 doctors, nurses and medical 
technicians from a base in Oki- 
пама to Indonesia to treat every- 
thing from trauma and broken 
bones to lesser injuries like bruis- 
es, according to a US Pacific Com- 
mand spokesperson. 


Fending for themselves 
Some villagers had received 
clothing and food, but most were 
still fending for themselves more 
than 48 hours after the quake 
struck. 
“all our valuables are gone,” 


said Hardadi, as she cooked 
breakfast for three families living. 
under a shelter made from fertil- 
izer sacks. "But at least we man- 
aged to get the children out 
alive.” 

Many survivors worked to- 
gether to clear the rubble and sal- 
vage building materials to build 
temporary shelters and health 
centers. One woman was collect- 
ing pieces of broken glass from a 
path—a hazard given that so 
many survivors were without 
shoes. 

“The people here have the spir- 
it to febuild their lives,” said 
Prapto Warsito, a village chief. 
"They have a long tradition of 
working and living together." 

In one village, women brought 
their children to a well inside a 
damaged house and threw buck- 
ets of water over them as they 
stood on pieces of a broken table. 
"All we need now is а comb,” 
joked one woman, who appeared 
in good spirits despite losing her 
father and home to the quake, 


Prone to disaster 

Electricity and water supplies 
were still down in much of the re- 
gion on Monday. Torrential rains 
have fallen at least twice since the 


disaster, adding to the misery of 
the survivors. 

The quake was the fourth de- 
structive temblor to hit Indonesia 
in the last 17 months, including 
the one that spawned the Dec. 26, 
2004, tsunami that killed 
230,000 people across Asia, most 
of them on this Indian Ocean 
archipelago. 

The country also faces a bird 
йи crisis, a spate of terror attacks 
by al-Qaida-linked Islamic mili- 
tants and a threat of eruption 
from Mount Merapi, just north of 
the quake zone. 

Activity at nearby Mount Mer- 
api has intensified threefold since 
the quake, with lava and hot 
clouds avalanching 3 km down 
the volcano's slopes on Monday, 
according to Indonesian volcanol 
ogist Subandriyo. It was not clear 
ifthe two events were related, 

Indonesia, the world's largest 
archipelago, is prone to seismic 
upheaval due го its location on 
the so-called Pacific Ring of Fire, 
an arc of volcanoes and fault 
lines encircling the Pacific Basin. 
It has 76 volcanoes, the largest 
mumberintheworld. Reports 
from Dona Pazzibugan, Volt 
Contretras, Christine О. Aven- 
daíio and AP 
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Journalists' group defends right to ү arms 


By Alcuin Papa statement, But we know fora of Investigation and other me- anda special team of prosecutors 
fact that МОЈ leaders in Min- dia groups to solve in one year to handle cases involving press 
AN ARMED JOURNALISTS’ danaoarearmed. What or whois ай 79 cases involving the killing freedom. 
group advocating the right of dictating that policy we don’t ofjournalists. It also called on President 
embers of the media to bear know," Egco said. He added that  Egco also said Task Force Macapagal-Arroyo to “talk to 
firearms said it was not a violent МОР leaders had admitted that Newsmenshouldbemadearegu- the owners of the different pub- 
group nor was it advocating vio- arming journalists was а viable lar unit of the PNP and not acti- lications and media outfits to 
lence. option. vated only when newsmen were provide journalists with better 
“Joel Sy Egco, president of the “There is a need for our pro- killed. employment benefits and pack- В aes 
Association of Responsible Media tection. Our ges are for Тһе group also called for laws ages as a deterrent to corrup- LL 
(Armed), told the Ivqumer the protection and sport purposes creating "press freedom courts” tion." 5 
groups members had onlytaken only We cannot keep on blam- Heavy-duty High Pressure Washer 
their security into their own ing the police and government я - „ / 
hands. because they might be in- W^ К bel B na T TORR 
At the same time, Egco chal- volved. We challenge the gov- 
lenged the government to solve ernment to prove us wrong,” т | BES) 
the murders of journalists which Egco said. 1 tek oA : 
now number 79. "The aim of Armed, he said, в | bi] >: H [ah генни Washer Rates 
“We are not a violent group. for journalists to “band together dee ne И un B [A 
Some of us have been victims. So to become hard targets and not la 
now our security is incumbent present ourselves as random tar- | H hy rod Payments Up To 24 Mos. 
and inherent on us, its an indi- gets.” i Cw. Pane @ MANILA: 1851 М OROSA ST.. MALATE, MLA 
vidual concern,” he said. “Our group is one way of com- E E i . Мов: 5244328 « 5240529. 5245200 
Egco last week lauded the an- ing up with a concerted effort to 
рине) of Justice Secretary show government that we are not ET (perite ck 6088 ЕТ Ena Айар сте E 
Raul Gonzalez that journalists taking all of this sitting down,” 
would be allowed to bear arms. Egco said. 
But the National Union of Jour- He said the group was also 
nalists of the Philippines (NUJP) calling for the creation of a mul- rt ta Poses Pome dmn Тева. 
had countered that arming jour- ti-agency task force composed 5 ee 
nalists would only “beget more of Че р of Social A Notch Above The кезг. 
violence.” Work and Development, Depart- 
cl ме not picking a fight ment of Justice, Philippine Na. MES TANTS ПНЕ UP ТӨ 70% OFF. on saran TNTS 
with the NUJE les their policy tional Police, National Bureau TELE 
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Ex-Red peace adviser killed 


From page Al 


Llamas was the 224th militant to be mur- 
dered since President Macapagal-Arroyo as- 
sumed the presidency, according to an IvquiR- 
axtally 

His death was the latest in a cluster of 
killings of militants or leftist figures during 
the past two months, Ten were murdered in 
April and Llamas was the eighth felled by bul- 
lets this month. 

‘Aman with a varied past, the 55-year-old 
Llamas spent 25 years as a rebel, rising to be- 
come a regional chief of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines, before leaving the armed 
movement. 

1n 2004, he ran for governor of Albay under 
the breakaway faction of opposition Sen. Pan- 
filo Lacson in the Laban ng Demokratikong 
Pilipino, but lost. 

At the time of his death, Llamas was en- 
gaged in the scrap business and was probably 
on his way to Mayon Docks Ine., a drydocking 
facility, according to relatives. He was shot 
along a narrow road at 8:30 a.m. 

“They really wanted him dead,” said Chief 
Supt. Victor Boco, the regional police chief, 
adding that he had formed a task force to investi- 
gate the killing, The Associated Press reported. 

"Tübaco's chief police investigator, Insp. Feman- 
do Bolanga, said Llamas suffered three fatal bullet 
‘wounds—two in the back and one in the head. 

He was pronounced dead on arrival at the 
‘Amando Cope Memorial Hospital, a few me- 
ters from the ambush site. 


Shot at close range 

His driver and friend, Marciano Bitara, was 
hitin the right arm. 

Bitara said he was maneuvering the van 
when the gunmen sidled up to its side and 
fired at Llamas at close range. 

He said he wanted to speed away when he 
saw Llamas bleeding, but he crashed into а 
parked vehicle. 

Bitara said the attackers made sure Llamas 
was dead by shooting him again as he was 
falling. 

He said he could not identify the gunmen 
buttheir ages appeared to be around 30, 


The fatal shot 

А witness Said that before the ambush, the 
gunmen had dropped by a nearby store. 

Found at the crime scene were four empty 
shells and a live bullet for a 45-cal. pistol. 

Dr. Jose Cope said one of the bullets pene- 
trated the lower part of Llamas's ear, causing 
instant death. He was also wounded in the 
shoulder and abdomen. 

llamas was among about 50 people ac- 
cused by the justice department in February 
of conspiring with five militant lawmakers, 
other leftists and rebel soldiers to kill Ms Ar- 


Correction 


IN THE MAY 7 ISSUE, a caption of a 
front-page photo misstated that ances- 
tors of the Ifugao had built the rice ter- 
races in Bontoc, Mountain Province. An- 
cestors of the tribal folk in Mountain 
Province built the Bayo Rice Terraces 
shown in the photo, while those of the 
Ifugao built the Banaue Rice Terraces. 
‘The same caption misstated the distance 
from Bontoc to Sagada. The town of 
Bontoc lies 19 km—not 10 km—from 
the town of Sagada. 
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Tuesday, May 30, 2006 

7th Week of Easter 
Ist Reading: ‘Acts 20:17-27 
Gospel: John 17:1-11 

Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; give glory to your 
Son, that the Son may give glory to you. You 
have given him power over all mortals, and 
you want him to bring eternal life to all you 
have entrusted to him. For this is eternal life: 
to know you, the only true God, and the One 
‘you sent, Jesus Christ. 

“I have glorified you on earth and finished 
the work that you gave me to do. Now, Father, 
give me in your presence the same Glory I had 
with you before the world began. 

“I have made your name known to those 
you gave me from the world, They were yours 
and you gave them to me, and they kept your 
word. And now they know that all you have. 
given me comes indeed from you. I have giv- 
єп them the teaching 1 received from you, 
and they received it and know in truth that Ї 
came from you; and they believe that you 
have sent me, 

"I pray for them; 1 do not pray for the 
‘world but for those who belong to you and 
‘whom you have given to me—indeed all 1 
have is yours and all you have is mine—and 
now they are my glory. | am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world whereas Гат 
going to you. Holy Father, keep them in your 
Name (that you have given me,) so that they 
may be one, justas we are.” 

Commentary 

Paul is taking leave of his communities, 
seeking to put things in order before he goes to 
prison/death, And Jesus does this as his last 
testament in prayer to the Father, letting us lis- 
ten to his words, And he prays for his friends, 
for all of us who come after him who keep his 
‘word, We have been entrusted with the Word 
‘and with everything the Father shared with Je- 
sus, even his own Spirit of truth and mystery of 
love. We remain in the world but God is with 
us: Father, Son and Spirit. We must pray this 
prayer as our own, together 


тоуо and overthrow her administration. 

А Makati judge refused to accept the 
charges but state prosecutors subsequently 
refiled them. 

Llamas had а bounty of P1.5 million on his 
head when he was wounded and captured in 
1995 after a clash with government troops in 
Sorsogon. Police identified him then as the secre- 
tary for Bicol of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines and national chief of staff ofthe NPA. 

А Quezon City judge ordered his release in 
June 1996. 


Military claim 

A political science and philosophy graduate 
of Albay’s Aquinas University, Lamas became a 
political consultant and security officer of the 
communist-led National Democratic Front pan- 
el in peace talks with the government. 

He was a founding organizer of the par- 
ty-list group Bayan Muna. 

In Lucena City, Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay Jt, 
commander of the military's Southern Luzon 
Command, immediately pointed to the NPA 


as the suspects in the killing of Llamas, 

“By all indications, Llamas's killing was an 
NPA hit squad operation on orders of the 
Communist Party of the Philippines,” he said 
in an interview. “This latest killing was a con- 
tinuing episode of the ongoing internal purge 
within the movement.” 


Counterrevolutionary? 

Cabuay claimed that Llamas was disowned 
by his former comrades when he ran for the 
Albay gubernatorial post in 2004. 

“His running for election was not approved 
by the CPR Since then, Llamas was perceived 
to be a counterrevolutionary in the mold of 
Kintanar, Tabara and Lagman,” the Solcom 
chief said. 

He was referring to Felimon “Popoy” Lag- 
man, Romulo Kintanar and Arturo Tabara, ай 
former leaders of the rebel movement who 
‘were also assassinated supposedly by their 
former comrades. With reports from 
Ephraim Aguilar and Delfin T. Mallari Jr, 
and Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Research 
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MUSIC TELEVISION" 


SEN. Panfilo Lacson, 
thena presidential 
aspirant in the 2004 
elections, raises the 
hand of former New 
People's Army 
leader Sotero 
Llamas during the 
oath-taking of 
members of the 
Laban ng 
Demokratikong 
Pilipino in Albay. 
pe 
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Preparedness 


HILE PHILIPPINE EXPERTS HAVE SAID THAT 

W the deadly tremor that recently struck Indonesia 
‘was not cause for alarm, we should not be com- 

placent and instead prepare for earthquakes, Probably no 
other natural disaster can cause so many deaths and so 
much damage so quickly and in so little time. Thus, the 
best way to avoid disasters caused by earthquakes is to 
take corrective measures now and 

EDITORIALS plan and prepare for them. 

‘The Philippines, like Indonesia 
and Japan, is prone to earthquakes because it lies within the 
Pacific “Ring of Fire.” The Ring, which actually looks like an 
are, stretches from New Zealand, passes through Indonesia, 
the Philippines and Japan, goes north to Alaska and goes 
down along the western coast of North and South America. 
About 90 percent of the world’s earthquakes and 81 percent 
ofits largest tremors occur along the Ring of Fire. 

The Philippines is also earthquake-prone because it is 
in a zone being squeezed by the convergent motion be- 
tween the Philippine sea plate on the east and the 
Eurasian plate on the west. Earthquakes are a fact of life 
in the Philippines; mild tremors occur almost daily and 
are recorded by modern instruments in seismographic 
stations throughout the country. 

Since the 6.8 intensity earthquake that struck Luzon on 
July 16, 1990 and killed more than 1,000 people, the 
Philippines has been struck by close to 16,000 tremors, 
according to the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology. 

Сап we predict and prevent earthquakes? Unfortunate- 
ly, the answer is no, unless some way can be found to stop 
the Earth’s tectonic plates from moving. The next best 
thing we can do is to prepare for earthquakes, We are 
more fortunate than Indonesia because many of our 
buildings are built according to the specifications of the 
Building Code. Some of the more recent buildings are 
similar to those in Japan that have springs that act like 
shock absorbers on a car. 

Government engineers and inspectors should identify the. 
areas that are at greatest risk, and start with them. The top 
10 provinces that are at risk are Surigao del Sur, La Union, 
Benguet, Pangasinan, Pampanga, Tarlac, Ifugao, Davao Ori- 
ental, Nueva Vizcaya and Nueva Ecija. Precautions also have 
to be taken in thickly populated cities like Metro Manila. 

Private citizens, especially owners of big buildings and 
businessmen, can do their part by having their establish- 
ments inspected for cracks in the walls and the grounds 
around the building examined for faults, 

National Geographic in its April issue said that scientists 
in Japan have settled the question of predictability of 
earthquakes, It said: “Earthquakes follow a pattern. They 
have detectable precursors.” The government would do 
well to send the country’s earthquake experts to Japan to 
learn from its scientists. In the meantime, the government 
and the private sector have to cooperate in setting up a co- 
ordinated disaster preparedness program to minimize ca- 
sualties and damage in the event that "the big one" strikes. 


Protection 


NE OF THE MOST RIDICULOUS PROPOSALS 
to come from government in recent times is the 
suggestion to journalists to carry guns to protect 

thelfiselves against would-be assassins. It is a tacit admis- 
sion that the administration cannot carry out one of the 
most basic duties of a government, which is to enforce 
Jaw and order and protect citizens. 

If the proposal is to be carried to its logical conclusion, 
then leftist militants and activists, who are being killed by 
the scores, should also be provided with guns. Business- 
men should also carry guns to protect themselves from 
robbers, car thieves and kidnappers. Students should also 
carry guns to be able to fight holdup men and cell phone 
snatchers. And so on, and so forth. Pretty soon the entire 
country will be one Wild, Wild, West where anybody who 
can afford the price of a gun will be packing one. 

Nandy Pacheco, the proponent of a Gunless Society and 
a leader of Ang Kapatiran Party, said: “Willy-nilly, the gov- 
ernment promotes domestic armament, 'gunocracy and 
the gun culture.” 

And now itis throwing up its hands and giving journal- 
ists the responsibility for protecting themselves. But 
many journalists can't even shoot straight. No, arming 
journalists is not the answer; the government simply 
must enforce law and order and provide protection for 
everybody, including journalists. 
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“IT WAS THE FINAL NAIL ON HIS LEGAL 
coffin that he ironically hammered down him- 
зей” 

House Majority Leader Prospero Nograles 
said that of former President Joseph Estrada's 
admission, in court, that he signed bank docu- 
ments as Jose Velarde." 

That point is crucial. As Prosecutor Joker 
Arroyo tightly said at the Estrada impeach- 
ment trial, "This case will be won or lost 
through bank records." But the "final nail" is 
for the courts to decide. All we can say now is 
that this is clumsy footwork with names. Thus, 
we wrote in an earlier column: 

"No. Groucho is not my real пате, dead- 
panned the mustached brother of Marx come- 
Фал Moe and Harpo. Тт just breaking it in 
fora friend’ 

"Did Erap do a Groucho after the court ruled 
that he can't be prosecuted for signing, before. 
startled Equitable PCIBank officers, as Jose Ve- 
larde?" 

That was not a crime in February 2000. The 
prohibition on aliases or numbered accounts 
in the Anti-Money Laundering Law took effect 
only in October 2001. 

The account started with a P1 deposit on 
Aug. 26, 1999, When closed on Nov. 10, 2000, 
itheld P3.2 billion. 

Not mine, Erap said, that belonged to my 
good friend, Jaime Dichavez. 

In а February 200 interview, Estrada told 
ANC TV he signed as Jose Velarde as a "guar- 
antor of William Gatchalian for the account of 
Jaime Dichavez.” 

"Was this the Jose Velarde everyone had 
been futilely looking for, many asked then. 

"Where in the world does а guarantor for 
halfa billion bucks sign on the dotted line with 
а false name—and on somebody else's bank- 
book? Onli in da Pilipins. 

"Was Estrada breaking in, as Groucho Marx 
did, a name for a crony? Greater love than this no 
man has, than he lay down his name for a 
friend” 

А name, the dictionary says, is “a word ог 
phrase that constitutes the distinctive designa- 
tion of a person or thing.” 


When are we going to get angr 


І SAW THE EXCHANGE BETWEEN JINGGOY 
Estrada and the people responsible for the ab- 
duction of the "Erap S" in a Senate hearing last 
week. Such was the depth of the younger 
Estrada's fury he spoke in straight English. He 
had every reason to be furious. The people he 
was facing at the hearing had just roused five. 
of their supporters from sleep, bundled them 
off to God-knows-where, tortured them, de- 
nied they had them in their custody, and after 
being found out, showed no contrition. In- 
deed, they showed only arrogance, dismissing 
the incident asa tempest in a teacup. 

Estrada rightly demanded an apology He 
singled out for it AFP Press Information Office. 
chief, Tristan Kison, the fellow who had 
adamantly denied the AFP had the "Erap 5." 

‘And this is the part where I nearly fell off my 
seat. Pursued by reporters afterward, Kison 
first scoffed at the idea of apologizing for the 
deed before he lapsed into a sullen silence. 
Why should he apologize? he asked. He had al- 
ready revised his position 

‘What can one say? There's a virus going 
around among this country's government offi- 
cials, civilian and military, that’s deeply conta- 
gious. The only thing commendable in Kison's 
behavior is that at least he did not say that 
what he did, which was to le through his teeth 
when he said they did not have the "Erap 5," 
was a lapse in judgment, But he shares in the 
same attitude of his commander in chief and 
colleagues, now the hallmark of officlaldom, 
which says, “lied, So what?" 

Raul Gonzalez, the incredibly named justice 
secretary, now says, "Ay mali!” But with a twist, 
because what he means by ‘Ay тай” is not 
that they were wrong to have arrested the sus- 
pects without warrant and turned them into 
chopped liver but to have actually released one 
of them! He has reason to believe, Gonzalez 
says, that the fellow Is a member of the New 
People's Army who is bent on assassinating 
GMA and some of her Cabinet officials, includ- 
ing him, If someone wants to kill him, he 
fumed on TV, his features contorting even 
more (if that is possible to imagine), he has a 


"William Saunders" and ‘Jane Ryan" were 
names that appeared on Swiss bank papers. 
Edsa I crowds stumbled across them littering 
Malacafiang floors after the Marcoses fled. 

It was not illegal in 1986 to have 
pseudonyms on bank books. But the Marcoses 
never admitted to a Groucho caper. Unlike 
Estrada, they didn't sign bank documents be- 
fore a Clarissa Ocampo. 

Filipino maxims on names are linked to in- 

notes the authority on our proverbs, 
‘University of the Philippines professor emeritus 
Damiana Eugenio. "A good name is better than 
wealth," is an axiom common to Maranaos, Ilo- 
canos, Pampanguefios and Boholanos. 

In an INQUIRER series, Gilda Cordero Fernan- 
do tracked how Filipino names have changed, 
reflecting the country's checkered history. "Pa- 
triotic fervor during the first decades of the 
American occupation produced names like ... 
Ameurfina (America-Europe-Philippines ) Pa- 
tria, Rizalina," she notes. "Longer names—like. 
Eufrocina, Quitoriano, Sisenando—were lost 
in transit.... Shorter names of two or three syl- 
lables became the in-thing..." Lourdes became 
Lulu but not Onding and with time, Undo 
(Raymundo) became Ray. 

Stateside names crept in after World War IL. 
"There was a boom in Mary Lous (though it still 
stood for Maria Lourdes or María Luisa)... The 
Sixties was also the period when the Russian 
"ski" was added to nicknames as a form of en- 
dearment. So, we had Polski, Netski, Odetski.” 

‘The protest years, Fernando says, gave chil- 
dren fighting names like "Alab, Rebo (Revolu- 
tion), Makibaka...” 

‘The Estrada impeachment tossed up a 
unique use of code names. Witness Carmencita 
Itchon, for example, claimed "Jingle 
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right to defend himself. 

‘One is tempted to say that he misses the 
point. One is tempted to say that in a democra- 
cy actually making people disappear for 48 
hours, which exposes them not just to torture 
but to the possibility of being summarily exe- 
cuted without the world knowing any better is 
the real crime. But since they are no longer 
particularly interested in being reminded of 
the niceties of democracy, since their principle 
now is simply "Bastusan na lang tayo,” let me 
just say that if what Gonzalez says is true— 
namely that one of the "Erap 5," Ruben Dioni- 
sio, is out to assassinate him among other GMA 
officials —then we have every right to demand 
from Dionisio an ardent public apology. 
Whether he is able to carry out his plan or not, 
we have a right to ask him to face the nation on. 
TV and say: 

"As you all know, assassinations are normal- 
ly carried out by people half my age, but in my 
case, though Lam 60 and look tubercular, I was 
compelled by my convictions to contemplate 
it. 1 was anxious to protect my children's fu- 
ture, And so I plotted to rid the world of ver- 

ut if | knew then what 1 know now, 

It would have 

been a disservice to my country and people. 

Why would I want to get rid of someone who 

very literally gives this fake government the 

kind of face itso richly deserves? Why should 1 

‘want to get rid of someone who, by his actions 

and utterances, effectively gives the citizens to 

know what kind of justice they may expect 
from this regime? I... am... sorry.” 

"The case of the "Erap 5” does dredge up the 
“Hello Garci" tape and МАЗ subsequent apolo- 
gy for "lapse in Judgment" by sheer contrast, In 


' 


Bells’—then Mayor Jinggoy Estrada—called 
repeatedly about jueteng takes. 

“Exoticism rules the world of names here," 
Matthew Sutherland wrote in the Observer. 
Pinoys have “doorbell names:” Bing-Bong, 
Ding-Dong. Even our former police chief (now 
senator ) is named Ping. Then, there are "re 
peating names” like Len-Len or Jing-Jing 
“They're refined by using the ‘squared’ symbol. 
as in Len2 or Mai2.” 

“Does the randomly inserted letter ‘h’ give а 
touch of class to an otherwise average name," like 
Jhun, Ghemma or Jhimmy? Sutherland asked in 
his feature titled, "A Rhose By Any Other 
Name'—à spin off from balcony scene in Shake- 
speares 1595 tragedy "Romeo and Juliet” Re 
member Franco Zefirell's brillant film of this 
tragedy? 

“What's in a name? That which we call а тозе, 
By any other name would smell as sweet,” Juliet 
frets over Romeo's family name, They came from 
the feuding Montague and Capulet families. 

“Is she а Capulet?” a bewildered Romeo 
asks, 

Many bicker over names of places where 
опе resides: upscale subdivision like Forbes ot 
crummy Tondo. "We go to gain а patch of 
ground / That hath no profit in it but the name,” 
Hamlet groused. But then he lived in a castle, 
albeit spooky, 

Muslims have 95 other names for Allah. 
Jews would not address God directly. We have 
а "God Of A Hundred Names" say Barbara 
Greene and Victor Gollancz in a book that col 
lates prayers of various faiths, including the 
Christian direct address, "Our Father.” 

Names in religious history have а function 
more than just accidental applications. Adam, 
Genesis tells us, named all creatures. He 
"called his wife Eve because she was mother of 
all che living." The Baptises name was chosen 
before his birth. 

“Our name is legion," screamed the spirits in 
the Genasarene cave dweller, in response to 
the demand by one whose name, Luke writes 
was chosen before his birth. And the night be 
fore he died, he would pray for others: "Protect 
them with the Name you gave to me." 


y at this? (Part 2) 


the first, despite having nothing but circum: 

stantial evidence to go by (by Gonzalezs own 
admission), the authorities seized the "Erap 5" 
without warrant and, for a while, held them at 
their pleasure. In the second, despite having 
GMAS and багсїв DNA-imprinted voices in a 
tape plotting to steal vote, the authorities re 
fused to seize GMA without hesitation and hold 
her in total displeasure. In the first, the “Erap 5 

were never given the chance to face their ac 

‘cusers, they were just given the chance to face 
their torturers, In the second, GMA was never 
given the chance to face herself or the truth 

Whichever causes more pain, she was just given 
the chance to perform amateur theater befine 
the nation. Inthe first, for being accused топ, 

ly of sedition, the “Erap 5" were punished bs 
torture and the threat of “salvaging.” In the sev 

ond, for being accused rightly of stealing the 
vote, GMA was rewarded with the power to tv? 

ture the nation until 2010, 

As I said before, the only thing that’s mo« 
frightening than that corpses, figuratively and 
literally, liter our pavement every day is that 
all we do is shrug our shoulders as we pass 
them by, Which, like fertilizer to a crop, guar 
antees they will multiply a hundredfold. 

‘When are we going to get angry at this? 


One of my eagle-eyed readers, Larry Меха, 
who works with the Department of Publi 
Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Toront 
sent this: 

"The essay (De Quiros) attributed to George 
Carlin was not written by George Carlin (even 
his website denies this) but the authors a min 
ister, author and former pastor of Overluke 
Christian Church in Redmond, Washington. tn 
a response to an inquiry by TruthOr!'s 
tion.com, Dr. Bob Moorehead said he wrote it 
їп 1990, It was later published in 1995 in lus 
book "Words Aptly Spoken. Paperback: 198 

Publisher: Overlake Christian Book. 
store; 

‘What can I say? Paradoxically, too, In this 
day and age, we have more words of wisdom 
but fewer honest men. 
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А MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM THAT OUR LEGIS- 
lators should turn their entire attention to is the 
possibiliy that our entire health system would 
collapse. This is due to the prospect of a heavier 
exodus of Filipino nurses to the United States, af- 
ter the recent passage by the US Senate of an im- 
migration bill that seeks to lift the limit on the 
number of foreign nurses who can immigrate to 
the US. The Philippines із the biggest source of 
nurses for US hospitals, followed by India and 
China. Filipino nurses are the most preferred be- 

» cause they are not only better trained than those 
from other poorer countries, they also have good 
‘manners. Hence, that US Senate bill is expected 
to hit this country hardest. 

For us, however, it's not just nurses we're 
going to lose, but many doctors as well. It’s no 
Secret that a good number of doctors, especial- 
ly from our provincial hospitals, are studying 
nursing in order to work abroad. Thus, that US 
Dill is a double whammy for us. To be sure, RP 
nurses, whose starting salary in the United 
States is at least $36,000 a year, would con- 
tribute fat remittances to our economy. One 
sector benefiting from them is real property: 
overseas RP nurses are today’s biggest buyers 
of condo units. The downside, however, is that 
our health system has suffered tremendously. 

A New York Times aide cited government 
records that over the past three years more than 
50,000 nurses have left the Philippines and that 687 
Private hospitals have stopped operating since 
1998, mainly due to the lack of personnel. Dr. 
Rolando Songco, owner ofthe Hospital ofthe Infant 
‘Jesus in Sampaloc, Manila, told me some years back 
that he was unable to implement along planned ex- 
pansion of his hospital due to the fast tumover of 
‘nurses. On the other hand, many of the 682 govern- 
‘ment hospitals are reported to have closed sections 
and departments due to lack of personnel. 

‘The Times also reported some 118,000 vacan- 
cles for registered nurses in US hospitals last 
month, but this is predicted to swell to some 


IN 1903, А 15-YEAR-OLD BOY IN FOOKIEN, 
China, who had been adopted by the Tan family, 
earning the name Tan Kit (i being the Fookien 
word for adopted"), hopped aboard a vessel 
bound for Silay, Negros Occidental. 

Tan Kit had heard about Silay from other Chi- 
nese laborers and traders, who spoke of the many 
jobs available in the town where sugar produc- 
tion was making families wealthy. Once in Silay, 
Tan Kit joined a team of older carpenters who 
were building homes for Silay’s most prominent 
families. There Tan Kits brick-making skills came 
to the fore and he was never without a job. 

‘Ten years later, Tan Kit had saved enough for a 
trip back to China and he traveled there with а 
grand plan, recruiting relatives and friends for his 
Own house-building crew. While in Fookien, Tan 
Kit met Tio Sa who struck him as excellent wife 
material, and who was willing tojoin him in Silay. 
They were married, and a few weeks later, they 
sailed to Silay with the new recruits. 

‘Tan Kit had bet right on Silay’s prosperity, and 
soon he and his crew were constructing the man- 
sions of Silay’s elite, including the Ledesma, Golez, 
Jison and Gamboa families. In 1920, Tan Kit was 
hired to construct portions of the base of the San 
Diego Church (now a pro-cathedral), under the 
supervision of its major sponsor, Jose Ledesma, 
and using the design of Italian architect Antonio 
Bernasconi. Later, Tan Kit established a lumber- 
yard business did good business. On the personal 
front, he and Tio Sa also founded a family, with 
five natural children and two adopted ones. To 
blend in better among Silaynon families, Tan Kit 
adopted the Christianized name of Vivencio Tan 
Kit and sent his children to school in Silay, where 
they grew up among the children of haciendero 
families and other townsfolk 
THE younger of the Tan Kit daughters, Maria 
Corazon, left Silay at the age of 18 after a 
matchmaker was dispatched from Manila to 
accompany her so she could meet her prospec- 
tive groom, Antonio Ya, the scion of wealthy 
business folk who were making money as deal- 
ers of calesa accessories. 
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US Senate bill a double whammy for RP 
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Belinda E 
Olivares-Cunanan 
800,000 by 2020. There is now a big controversy 
Бош how to fill that gap. One school of thought 
is that the US Congress ought to strengthen the 
US nursing education system by setting up more 
nursing schools. I submit, however, that the real- 
ity is that fewer Americans want to enter the 
nursing as well as the nursing teaching profes- 
sions, as many other fields are more attractive fi- 
nandially and Jess work. Another school 
of thought apparently prefers the simpler solu- 
tion: recruiting nurses from Third World coun- 
tries like RP and enticing them with 
visas As the Times story noted, many US legisla- 
tors look at it as a question of market forces at 
work, but others regard this as “an ethically 
<questonable” strategy considering what the 
massive recruitment does to these poorer coun- 
tries’ health care system. 


о 


Our legislators have to look at the problem 
‘squarely and find workable solutions. Some years 
back President Macapagal-Arroyo was asked about. 
this problem and she said, "Put up more nursing 
schools.” But it may not be as simple as that. Where 
do we get competent teachers, lab technicians and 
other related staff? These resources are not inex- 
hhaustible. Before it reaches crisis proportions, our 
legislators should address the problem by looking 
at increasing salaries, giving more tax incentives 
and scholarships and the like, although that may be 
like sticking one's finger to plug a leak in a dike. 
Over the past week and a half, the Philippines 
played host to over 400 delegates from over 80 
Countries who came for the 31st Unesco-Interna- 
tional Theater Institute World Congress. In other 
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But because they were making the trip 
shortly after the close of World War П, Maria 
and her companion were trapped in а batil 
(large cargo boat) on the open sea for more 
than a week. By the time they arrived in Mani- 
la, Maria's delicate "China doll" complexion 
had roughened and darkened. It took the 
matchmaker many minutes of strenuous ex- 
planations before Yu could accept the new ar- 
rival as hisp ive bride. 

Stl, they wed and it was only with much dif- 
ficulty that Maria, the pampered and cosseted 
daughter of Silay gentility, adjusted to life as a 
wife and mother and the daughter-in-law of 
disapproving in-laws. But she inherited much 
of her father’s entrepreneurial instincts, and 
when the calesa accessories business she and 
her husband put up failed, she turned around 
and founded a laundry shop, which soon ex- 
panded into branches with the help of young 
women she recruited from Silay and Ilocos. It 
was mainly through her efforts that they were 
able to send through school their three sons, 
Robert, Edward and Charlie, who are all now 
Successful businessmen in their own right. 

TM SHARING the story of Tan Kit and his daughter 
Maria Corazon (аз re-told by Silay tourism of 

Ver Pacete) because I spent much of last Sunday at 
the blessing, inauguration and turnover of the 
Silay City Women’s Center, whose construction 
was funded by the Tan Kit family, more specifically 
the children of Maria Corazon Tan Kit Yu. 

‘Some months back, Charlie Yu paid a call on 
Silay City Mayor Carlo Gamban to tell him that he 
and his brothers wanted to fund a project in Silay. "I 


countries that have hosted this biennial activity, it 
was held usually in only one city, as was the case 
for the 30th Congress in Tampico, Mexico. The RP- 
sponsored Congress, however, featured a complex 
structure of interacting layers involving many dif- 
ferent venues. There were the Leaders Forum led 
by Unesco Secretary General Koichiro Matsuura; 
the Ministerial Meeting and Experts’ Workshop on 
media content and creative industry; the Theater 
Olympics of the Nations, which saw various coun- 
tries showing off their plays, mono-dramas and 
other artistic presentations; the World Festival of 
Drama Schools that brought 10 famous drama 
schools to 10 different regional sites to interact 
with the faculty and students of various universi- 
ties and colleges and local folk; 23 workshops con- 
ducted by noted foreign drama professors in vari- 
ous schools in Metro Manila; a cinema festival, etc. 

‘The multilayered congress was, to say the 
least, quite an ambitious undertaking that pre- 
dictably spawned tough problems of planning 
and coordination. But by and large, t proceed 
ed quite well, thanks to the organizers’ total 
dedication and the Pinoys’ vaunted bayanihan 
spirit. For instance, Philippine Chamber of 
‘Commerce and Industry president Donald Dee 
ent his car for use by an African embassy here 
for a visiting dignitary's entourage. Hearing 
about it, PhilExport president Sergio Ortiz- 
Luis also signified his willingness to make a 
саг available to the congress. The Depart- 
ments of Tourism, Education and Finance and 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza hosted dinners for 
the delegates, with Education Secretary Fe Hi- 
dalgo personally receiving them at the Cultur- 
al Center for the farewell dinner after last Sun- 
day evening’s closing ceremonies. 

‘So grateful was the Unesco chief for the multi- 
level arrangements that he gave Cecile Guidote- 
Alvarez, executive director of the National Com- 
mission for Culture and the Arts, a big buss on 
the cheeks at the airport and a watch as gift. The 
various cultural presenters also gave Cecile a 
loud ovation at the closing ceremony as well asa 
pair of bongo drums from Africa. 


One family, one city 


showed him an inventory of planned projects,” re- 
called Gamban in his message at the rites, mention- 
ing that one of the pushed was an “un- 
derground public toilet.” Charlie politely turned 
down the suggestion, explaining that “we want the 
project to be in memory of our late mother” 

It was then that Gamban remembered the pro- 
posed women’s center, for which Councilor Marie 
June Pavillar Castro, as chair of the committee on 
women and family, had managed to secure fund- 
ing of Р250,000 from the women's party-list 
Abanse! Pinay. I remember Marie June telling me 
the amount fell far short of the construction cost 
when I unveiled the model at last year’s Women's 
Day celebration, but that she had “faith that the 
needed money will be raised.” 

SOON enough, Charlie and Robert Yu went to 
Silay to take a look at the proposed site of the 
Women's Center, a government-owned os in 
Hofilena Subdivision, where a Youth Trai 
Center already stood, With the Tan Kitts 
providing the money, the center, an impressive 
two-story structure, took shape in about three 
‘months. After a hurried landscaping job, mem- 
bers of the extended Tan Kit clan, many of 
them pillars of Silay's business community, 
women sectoral leaders of Silay, and visitors 
from Bacolod and Manila, were sitting under 
white tents celebrating the concrete manifes- 
tation of Tan Kit's role in Silay s development, 
and his daughter's and extended family's con- 
tinuing commitment to the city (Abanse! 
Pinay's money was used to buy furniture and 
equipment for the Center.) 

Vice Mayor Jay Jalandoni, after reading the 
city council resolutions recognizing the Tan Kit- 
Yus philanthropy and naming the street in front 
of the Women’s Center “Tan Kit Road,” remarked 
with some irony that “we can't seem to thank the 
‘Tan Kit family enough” for their generosity. 

But as long as the Women's Center stands, 
providing shelter, counseling, training and 
networking opportunities for Silay's women, 
the gratitude of the city—and of women every- 
‘where—will know no bounds. 


The Cultural Revolution at 40 


MAO'S CULTURAL REVOLUTION WAS 
launched 40 years ago this month, yet, despite 20 
years of economic liberalization, its wounds re- 
main a taboo subject. Today's rulers dare not face 
up to their own experiences or moral responsibili 
зу. So, three decades after the Cultural Revolution 
ended, the national self-examination that China 
requires has not yet begun. 

ОР course, the Communist Party has deemed 
the Cultural Revolution a “catastrophe,” a judg- 
ment supported by mainstream opinion. But Chi- 
na's rulers permit discussion of the Cultural Revo- 
lution only within this official framework, sup- 
pressing any and all unofficial reflections. The 
generalized official verdict, and the use of Lin 
Piao (once Mao Zedong’s vice president and des- 
ignated heir, who rebelled against him) and the 
"Gang of Four" as scapegoats, obscures the crimes 
of Mao and the party, as well as the entrenched 
flaws in the system. 

‘The Cultural Revolution's major figures, who 
wrought зо much mindless violence, thus either 
maintain their silence or offer spurious self-de- 
fenses. Most victims also use various excuses to 
bottle up their memories. Those who both perse- 
cuted and were persecuted are willing to talk on- 
ly about their being victims. 

For example, the fanatical Red Guard тоуе- 
ment swallowed up almost every youth of the 
right age. Yet all but a few old Red Guards remain 
silent, saying, “It is not worth remembering.” 
During the Cultural Revolution's early days, the 
Beijing-based Allied Movement, formed by the 
children of party cadres, committed horrendous 
acis of violence, operating under the slogan, "If 
the father is a hero, the son is a good man; if the 
father isa reactionary, the son isa turtle egg." 

But the memoirs of these rebellious vanguards 
of yesteryear highlight only their youthful pas- 
sion and pure idealism, or their sufferings and 
those of their parents. They do not mention their 
‘own barbaric assaults, vandalism and looting, or 
their kangaroo courts, The revolution's veterans 
refuse to discuss their arrogant presumption of 
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‘As опе generation after 
another continues to live 
in denial, the lies 
will corrode everything 
they touch’ 


"natural Redness,” or to mention that they re- 
belled because they wanted power. Worse still, 
they express no remorse toward their victims. 

‘The Cultural Revolution swept up all of China. 
So many people suffered that it is difficult to count 
the number of victims accurately. This is all the 
more true of the persecutors. Yet few reflect and 
apologize. The terror of the Red Guards, the armed 
fights between the rebellious sects, the teams es- 
tablished to “cleanse” the social classes, and all the 
bloody massacres are simply left to rot in China's 
‘memory. The official ban blocks reflection, but hu- 
man weakness and careerist self-interest among 
those who participated buttresses the official ban. 

Consider Ye Xiangzhen, the daughter of senior 
Gen. Ye Jianying, who once discussed her family's 
Cultural Revolution experiences on television. 
During the early stages of the Cultural Revolu- 
tion, she played a dual role: daughter of a Chi- 
nese field marshal and leader of the rebels at the 
School of Art in the capital. She complained that 
she was “too famous,” "too active, and "too 
stressed!" at the time, and she provided extensive 


details about how Mao’s wife, Jiang Qing, perse- 
cuted the Ye family and how the Ye children went 
to prison. But she had only 58 words to say about 
her career as a Red Guard leader—no details or 
explanation of how she joined, which activities 
she participated in, and whether she was in- 
volved in “physical struggles” or persecuted oth- 
ers. 

То call for those people who applied violence 
and persecuted others to examine themselves 
and repent is not intended to mete out legal re- 
sponsibility and moral judgment. But it would at 
least restore the truth about the Cultural Revolu- 
tion, summarizing its lessons in order to avoid 
repetition. More positively, restoring truth would 
counter the traditional Chinese instinct to blame 
all disasters on external forces, and might lead го 
a spiritual epiphany for a people struggling to 
find value in the emerging new China. 

The person with the most responsibility for the. 
catastrophe of the Cultural Revolution is, of 
course, Mao, yet he remains China's savior. The 
children of Mao's senior cadres who enjoyed the 
greatest fame during the Culrural Revolution are 
now the principal beneficiaries of today's eco- 
nomic reforms. 

But this continuing silence by the guilty only 
transfers the costs to society as a whole, with Chi- 
nese life distorted by the weight of lies and eva- 
sions. As one generation after another continues 
to live in denial, the lies will corrode everything 
they touch. The Chinese people will no longer 
know what is personal honesty or historical truth, 
and they will repeatedly abuse, miss, or forsake 
historic opportunities. 

‘As long as the Cultural Revolution remains un- 
accounted for, it will not have ended. If historical 
truth is not restored, the lessons cannot be 
learned. No amount of material prosperity can 
make China a healthy society without this neces- 
sary reckoning with the past. Project Syndicate 


Liu Xiaobo is a literary and political critic and 
current president of the Chinese chapter of PEN. 


AS T WAS WALKING HOME ONE THURSDAY NIGHT, I SUD- 
denly saw a man coming towards me as if he was running for 
his life. The people a few meters ahead on the sidewalk were 
screaming; “Snatcher! Snatcher!” Moments later, the man 
whisked by, leaving me bewildered as he turned the corner 
and disappeared from sight. 

Ordinarily, I would have treated the whole thing with in- 
difference and would 
have forgotten the 7 


entire incident bythe YOUNG BLOOD 


time I reached the 
next block. But as 1, Graeco Paul U. 
Antipasado 


walked farther, T 
chanced upon the un- 
fortunate victim. Her We warn co know 
Нег We want to know what the young 
expression was diff- cre thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 


cult to describe. She 
seemed flustered yet 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


relatively calm. She 
didn’t go into hyster- 
ics, which is the natu- 
ral reaction of any who had just been forcibly deprived of a 
prized possession like a cell phone. What she said distressed 
me. “Ingon ko па harangi ang snatcher, pero wala gyud (1 was 
pleading for someone to block the snatcher, but nobody 
id)," she said bitterly. 

At that moment, I felt as if those words were directed at 
me. A mixture of shame, guilt and confusion swept over me. 

Ас first I felt indignant or, should I say, defensive, "What 
was 1 supposed to do?" I told myself. * What could I have 
done? This massive human mass was hurtling toward me 
like a comet! I could have been seriously injured!” 

Yet after several blocks of repeating these statements try- 
ing to justify my inaction, I realized that perhaps the unfortu- 
nate woman had a point. How hard was it really to do some- 
thing? Would it really have endangered my life if I had pre- 
vented the man from getting away with his crime? Was the 
situation really hopeless? 

In the end, I had to admit that it wasn't the truth. 1 was 
running a hundred scenarios in my head where I bravely 
stopped a crime as it was being committed and I became the 
heroic stranger being thanked by a grateful woman who was 
again reunited with her possession. 

We've all had moments like this, moments when we were 
given the chance to rise above ourselves and to do more than. 
what is usually expected of us. And how do we respond? Of- 
ten, it is with indifference, a sense of hopelessness or resig- 
nation, And we rationalize this attitude by saying we are 
powerless to do anything of any significance. 

But history has repeatedly demonstrated that when peo- 
ple answer that call, mountains are moved, walls inexplica- 
bly crumble and then most amazing things happen. The first 
Edsa is a breathtaking example of this. Defeat and death 
would have been the certain fate of the 300 or so soldiers 
who barricaded themselves in Camp Crame on those fateful 
February days had the Filipino masses left unheeded that 
pleas of Jaime Cardinal Sin to protect them. Everybody hat- 
ed the Marcos regime and everything it represented. But 
what was truly monumental was that after years of living in 
fear and acceptance of our unfortunate fate, we decided to fi 
nally stand up and stare the dictatorship in the face, regard- 
less ofthe fact that tanks were barreling toward us and death 
seemed imminent, at least for a few terrifying hours. And 
‘when Marcos blinked, we deservedly regained the freedoms 
forcibly taken away from us. 

The truth right now is as stark as it gets: We let chilis pass 
us by. We let our politicians get away with paying lip service 
to public service even as they line their pockets with public 
funds. We let corruption flourish by acquiescing to those who 
ask for bribes and extra favors in exchange for their services. 
We let our President get away with her “lapse in judgment” 
and, worse, we are letting her get away again with slowly 
chipping away at the foundations of our Republic. 

Tam constantly bothered by the fact that I seem to have 
developed a thought for ignoring unpleasant situations, crip- 
pled by the though of possible humiliation, failure or loss of 
face. When all has been said and done, I end up wishing I had 
risked everything to make a difference in someone else's life. 
It pains me to admit that there were many things 1 could 
have changed or where 1 could have done this instead of 
that. 

Many people have no regrets no matter how badly they 
screw up. I'm not one of them. So I think I should start help- 
ing set things right. Frankly, I have no idea how I ean do my 
part, though I have mastered the art of maximizing the bene- 
fits I enjoy as a citizen. 1 have to learn to act like a citizen— 
and that is the necessary first step. 

Oprah Winfrey was right when said, " Each of us has a per- 
sonal calling that’s as unique аз a fingerprint—and the best 
way to succeed is to discover what you love and then find a 
way to offer it to others in the form of service, working hard, 
and also allowing the energy of the universe to lead you." 

‘That Thursday evening, I could have looked at the snatch- 
ing episode with indifference and just forgotten the whole 
thing quickly. But somehow I ended up feeling worse than 
the victim herself. 


Graeco Paul U. Antipasado, 20, is a recent AB International 
Studies graduate of Xavier University-Ateneo de Cagayan, Ca- 
gayan de Oro City 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
excorn.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Solutions from students 


"Do better than us, your teachers, in coming up with 
the solutions to all the world's problems." 
University of the Philippines chancellor Sergio Cao, speaking at 
the state university's 95th commencement exerises 


Sliding back 


“My greatest regret now is that the education re- 
forms we have worked hard to put in place may not sur- 
vive this administration's preoccupation with political 
expediency rather than genuine reform, with deal-mak- 
ing rather than development, as well as the lack of ap- 
preciation much less commitment to the rule of law and 
good governance." 
former Education Undersecretary Juan Miguel Luz, in his resg- 
mation tetter to President Macapagal-Arroyo 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


"The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 


A: o. 
Child abuse 


ОМ ТНЕ MORNING OF MAY 18, 1 HAPPENED TO 
watch part of a TV program shown by a major TV 
network, Though it carried a "Parental Guidance" 
warning, it featured a "Kiddie Workshop" in act- 
ing. In that workshop, a young woman, acting as 
a schoolteacher, scolded, shouted at and rejected 
children of kindergarten age who were supposed 
to be “acting.” 

At one point, she shoved part of a cake into the 
face of a child. Every single boy and girl in this 
"workshop" was reduced to real tears. In a couple 
of instances, the young woman had the grace to 
embrace the children at the end of their item. 
‘Adults, whom I took to be the parents of these 
youngsters, were sitting in the audience, some of 
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tears too. d 

How can chil- 
dren of that age dis- 
tinguish between what 
is “real” and what is only “act- 
ing? 

The TV network was exploiting and abusing 
the children. So were their parents. The people 
behind the program should be in jail. What they 
were doing was different only in degree from 
child pornography. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


2. OPINION. 


The unabated murder of Filipino 


‘ABOUT FOUR YEARS AGO, А 
letter of mine was published i 
the Inquinen letter section. In 
that letter 1 asked this ques- 
tion: Does the Komisyon Ng 
Wikang Pilipino care enough 
to stop the “murder” being 
committed every day by many 
media people against the Fil 
ipino language? 

1 ат asking this same ques- 
tion again because the murder- 
ing rampage goes on and on. 


matay"; — "nadekwat/nasikwat" 
for “nanakaw/ninakaw"; “utol” 
for “kapatid”; and many more 
“gutter terms.” 

Teven suggestéd, then, that 
the Komisyon Ng Wikang 
Pambansa offer refresher 
courses for media and adver- 
tising people, considering that 
they are the ones who usually 
mangle the national language 
instead of being the effective 
tools in strengthening, en- 


POBox $88, 6100Bacolod City taking a concrete action on the 


—FR.SEANCOYLE Besides, since raised the issue, hancing, improving and en- 
‘SanColumbano, I have yet to see the Komisyon richingit. 

How can we enrich our lan- 

matter guage if, оп our day-to-day use 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treatment of news and photos by 
the Inquirer, you тау write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Av- 
enue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897- 


4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirer.com.ph 


Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their complete address and telephone or 
pager number or e-mail address for verification purposes. The Inqut 


unless such information is supplied. 


ürer will not publish any letter 


Just watch or listen to TV or ofiton TV and radio stations— 
radio newscastersadverisers. and even by writers of Filipino 
The bastardization of the Fil- music—we allow it to be con- 
ipino language shocks this writ- taminated with the vulgar 
ez mo end: “natutunan” for words of street talk? 
“natutuhan,” “natiklo” бг People of the Komisyon ng 
“nahuli”; “natim- Wikang Pilipino, wake up! 
bog/natepok/natighak/to- —ELSAM. GAVINO, 
das/tigok” for “napatay/na- elsagavino@yahoo.com 
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2006 Commencement Exercises 


My warmest gretngs to the graduating studens of the ABE 
Intemational Bisnes College, AMA Computer Learning Center 
(АСО and AMA International Inststute af Technology. 


‘My administration s fly commited to open new Job opportunities 
for new graduates lite you, But the ntiativs should come ram you. 
These is no substitute for ard work and constancy of purpose if you 
realy want to succeed In whatever you do. 


Even as your serves would be needed by our county, you shold 
also be prepared to join thousands of our compatriots who are now 
working overseas and using their expense to sene the global 
communi. 


Mabuhay ang mga bagong nagsipagtapos! 


HER EXCEJÉNCY GLORIA MACAPÁGAL- ARROYO 
President, Republic the Pipes 


Your commencement ћете, "hüegaed LT. and Business 
Education Towards Global Excelence," elects AMA's commitment 
"o produc the county's future exer and highly skiled race 
who wil help the Phiippines becomes worió-dlass he (sd of 

“information technology. 


УА иде AMA, along with ls gradas ~ continue to ake par in 
viping us build a better Philippines and a better future for the 
-=*Zigenerations who wili come after us. 


“TS Mabuhay kayong lahati 


HONORABLE NOLI “KABAYAN” DE CASTRO 
Vice President, Republic ofthe Pills 
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Asia's Pioneer and Largest Network of Universities and Colleges. Over 200 campuses worldwide. 


ENROLLMENT ONGOING FOR ALL 


Integrated IT and Business Education 
Towards Global Excellence 


May 30, 2006, 2:00 pm 
PICC Plenary Hall 


Congratulations уай. Lam sure that your achievements have made your family, relatives and fiends very proud 
f you al. Display your Cercate with pride. You now join other lino professionals who have demonstaied the 
snowed equred to manage ffcivel today’s tough business imate 


This day mars the beginning of more exciting but challenging times ahead of you. Again, congratulations and good 
ack to all yor future endeavors. Мадај 


OTE 


DR. CARLITO S. PUNO, DPA 
полип, onion an Higher Econ 


“Equipped with knowledge and sls that you obtained from a premier computer ang institution, you can now 
pen the dor to many prolesslons and career opportunities Whatever plans you have or make for your tre, Lam 
confident that the AMA Education System has given you the sils to do wel and be successiu in your jobs. 


\carend the AMA Education System for commiting itself to making young дро excel in technica educational 
and sts development. Though your registered programs, TESDA fliis its mole in managing the 
technic vocational eduction and taining sector and achieving #5 goal of developing a wode-dass workforce. 
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Congratulations grades 


My wares greetings othe graduating dass of 2006! 


The new millennia moves in a fest pace and will continue to move even baster. Changes come and goin the blink of 
an eye. You are in a postion to take advantage of the existing technologies to fuer discover new things, o go 
faher than we have gone, and обес the lives of mare people han we have been able to do. May you sep forward 
bey and seat in pursuing your aspiration and in reašzing more dreams. 
Congratulation! pny 
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‘have fat th that in this -diven acy, he distinct advantage f having Пе education wil enable youto 
тене oily and fecil into the ойе. This wi assure you long-term success and reum the vale of beng 
an AMA graduate to йе community much sooner. 


lexend my warmest congratulations to the graduating dass of 2008 
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Passive, indifferent 
followers of Christ 


1 WAS APPALLED AT THE REACTION AND 
the position taken by some Chris- 
tians—Catholics, Protestants and Bor- 
Again—vis-A-vis the justification peddled by 
the author ofthe book and the producers ofthe 
blasphemous film "The Da Vinci Code:” both 
the book and the film are fiction, and that if 
one's faith is strong, one should not worry 
about them; therefore, the governments 
Movie Television Review and Classification 
Board has no cause to ban the film. 

But we have cause to be angry at and rage 
against Dan Brown, Columbia Pictures and 
even Tom Hanks. 

It is not a question of whether the film has 
broken any law on censorship. The issue is that 
the book and the film, in the guise of being fic- 
tion, have maligned our Lord and our God Je- 
sus Christ; they have offended the sensibilities 
of Christians all over the world, who hold the 
divinity of Jesus Christ as sacred. 

If I were to write a book about your father 
(whom I suppose you hold in the highest es- 
teem), and depict him as corrupt, a murderer, 
a thief, a womanizer and a wife-beater (though 
he is not), and justify the story as mere fiction, 
how would you feel? Then 1 produce a film 
based on this book about your father for the 
whole world to see how evil he is, again justify- 
ing it as mere fiction, will you take it siting 
down? 

Tis in times like these that I admire and en- 
уу our Muslim brothers who hold Allah and the 
Prophet Muhammad sacred—in fact, the use 
of their names in vain provokes in them so 
much outrage such that they would even sen- 
tence to death those responsible for the dese- 
cration. 

“The Da Vinci Code” is only the most recent 
ina long list of acts of desecration, irreverence 
and disrespect directed at our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, Even the name Jesus Christ is part 
of the vocabulary of disrespectful expressions 
and cuss words in the Christian world, Just 
"watch any movie and programs on television 
and you will know what I am talking about. 

Have we Christians become so passive and 
have our sensibilities been so dulled by all the 
evil and corruption around us that we now just 
accept any trash dumped on us by people who 
will do anything to make a fast buck? And we 
are buying that line that the more we make 
noise about the film, the more people will 
watch it? We should not call ourselves Chris- 
tians if we cannot even defend Jesus Christ. 

—DANILO R OLIVARES, 
dpolivares@yahoo.com 


Neither slow 
nor pro-capitalist 


WE'D LIKE TO RESPOND TO THE CLAIMS OF 
a militant group that the country's wage-fixing 
system is “slow, unfair and pro-capitalist.” 
(PDI, 5/22/06) 

May we reiterate by virtue of RA 6727 or the 
Wage Rationalization Act, our regional wage 
boards always consider the following factors, 
among others, in setting the minimum wage: 
the consumer price index, the cost of living, 
the needs of workers and their families, as well 
asthe need to induce industries to invest in the 
countryside. 

Based on these and other relevant factors, 
the wage boards, which are tripartite in com- 
position, ensure fair and adequate representa- 
tion of both workers and employers in the 
wage-setting process. 

Contrary to charges that the wage boards 
are “hopelessly slow,” our records show that 
wage boards take an average of 45 days to is- 
sue wage orders. This is well within the period 
prescribed by the law, which require public 
hearings within 4S days from the date of the 
initial hearing, and the issuance of wage order 
itself. within 30 days after the lest hear- 
ing—not to mention the continuous effort to 
study the conditions. On top of this, of some 
170 wage orders issued, 104 or 61.17 percent 
меге issued motu proprio by the boards 
notwithstanding the lack of any wage peti- 
tions. 

The group called Partido ng Manggagawa, 
Panay-Guimaras Chapter in the Visayas failed 
to cite that in the industrially growing Calabar- 
zon region, labor and employers, together 
with the government, have balanced the wage 
factors. 

Moreover, the group failed dismally to pin- 
point its charge of “a thousand and one loop- 
holes" that allegedly plague the wage-setting 
law, even as it stated the need for “exemptions 
for distressed companies, small and medium 
enterprises and [micro] enterprises employing 
10 workers or less." 

Indeed, notwithstanding the fragile eco- 
nomic recovery of our country, the wage 
boards have nowhere been insensitive to the 
plight of our workers, Neither have they been 
biased, as alleged, in favor of the “capitalists.” 
This is because the boards are mandated to set 
minimum wages "аз is economically feasible to 
maintain the minimum standards of living nec- 
essary for the health, efficiency and general 
well-being of the employees.” 

In determining reasonable wage adjust- 
ments amid changes in the prices of basic 
goods and services, the amount of increase ac 
tually granted by the wage boards, for example 
in the National Capital Region, the country's 
largest region, had been almost always higher 
than the amount needed to compensate for 
erosion in wages. 

In fulfilling this mandate, the tripartite 
wage boards always make the most careful 
and balanced decisions, considering that mere 
reactions without the adequate representation 
of labor and management could result in po- 
tential inflation and joblessness that threaten 
competitiveness, and finaly, rade unionism, 

JAY T. JULIAN, 

OIC-director, 

Information and Publication Service, 
Departmentof Labor and Employment, 
Intramuros, Manila 
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Gloria puts Boracay under PTA wise. 


le parents, 


By Nestor P Burgos jr. capacity. ‘The lands were categorized as rules that would define the scope solons told Al 
Мукуш Buren “Headed by businessman publicowned and the govem- ofthe PTAs authority and the ad- /А14 
Inigo Zobel, the EPG is ma ment has the prerogative on the ministrative body that would be | i ——— 
кР 3 ated to map out policies for managementand utilization ofits created. 

ILOILO CITY—PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO the sustainable development resources. He welcomed the order asan ARMM teachers’ 
has placed the island-resort of Boracay under the of the island’s tourism indus- | «i zz initial step in the creation ofa — salaries delayed 
administrative control of the Philippine Tourism Au- "Y - Building supervision regular management authority 

5 Trompetasaid theorderwas Trompeta said that under the that would govern the develop- /А14 
thority (РТА). in line with the PTA's mandate memorandum, the construction ment of the island. 


The President signed Memo- Group (EPG) in coordination to control and manage of buildings and structures in Bo- 
randum Order No. 214 in April with the Aklan provincial gov. tourism zones and areas in Bo- racay would be subjectto PTAap- Tourism haven Church, LGU execs 
and which was released last ernment and the municipality гасау. proval. Tourist arrivals in the island- if " 
Week, placing the word of Malay where Boracay is lo- Тһе order was also based оп Operations of support services resort of Boracay enjoy a contin- tell voters: Get info 
renowned island resort under ‘cated. Presidential Proclamation 1801 and infrastructures, like ports, ued upswing, records from the од Cha-cha 
PTA control to ensure the sustain- ] issued by the late President Fer- would also be under the supervi- tourism department showed. i 
able development of the coun- Capacity dinand Marcos on Nov 10, sionofthePTA. The number of visitors last 
пуз prime tourist destination, Ms Arroyo last year created 1978. Currently, the construction of year reached 499,457, 16.48 per- 
sad Edwin Trompeta, tourism re- the EPG to oversee the devel- Тһе proclamation placed sev- structures and operations of sup- cent higher than the 428,755 "m 
Sional director in Western opment of the island amid eral islands and coves, includ- port infrastructures are being su- recordedin2004. DENR gives illegal 
Visayas. growing concerns over un- ingBoracay,astouristzonesand pervised by the municipal and Тће tourists poured in P8.18 fish pens 3 mos 
Under the order, the PTAcon- planned and uncontrolled de- marine reserves under the ad- provincial governments. billion which is 38 percent higher 
trol would be exercised velopment of the island that ministration and control of the Trompeta said they are still than the P7.88 billion that the is- 
through the Eminent Person’ could go beyond its carrying PTA. waiting for the implementing land earned in 2004. 


gs | 6 mayors in Isabela 
Р brace for court war 
with gov over taxes 


ILAGAN, ISABELA—"WE WILL — —4 
see her in court." 
This was the reply of two of the 
six Isabela mayors who Gov Maria 
Gracia Cielo Padaca threatened to 
sue for nonremittance of the 
P11.9-million share of the provin- 
cial government from real proper- 
ty taxes for the past two years. 
Padaca did not identify the six may- 
оз but she was referring to Napoleon 
Dy (Айса), Jose Panganiban Jt (An- 
gadanan), Delfnto Albano lagan), 
‘Amado Vallejo Jc (Cordon), Abraham 
Lim (San Isidro), and Francisco Igna- 
Чо Ramirez Ш (Naguilian). 
“I am ready to see them in 
court,” Padaca told the INQUIRER 
from the United States where she is MU panes 
опа three-week study tour “When believed the mayors did-not ise 
Isay something, I mean it” the money for other purpose 
Dy president of the Isabela Мау. "Рабаса should have not waite 
ors League, said he saw no problem бг almost two years to file ] 
ina possible legal bane with Padaca. against us. She should have don 
“There is no problem about immediately We are ready" he said? 
that. We will answer her charges Bur Padaca said she “gave (the may- 
before the court. We are in good оз) enough time to respond to ай the 
BLOWING BUBBLES faith. For us in Alicia, the moneyis effons that my office was making" 
In this handout photo provided by the US Navy, Navy Lt. Stella Annunziato, a nurse from New Jersey, entertains a patient aboard the deposited ina trustfund,"he said. — "The provincial treasurer has re- 
hospital ship USNS Mercy, May 27, 2006 in Zamboanga City. ‘But Padaca said that as collecting — peatedly gone to see (them) personal- 
agent of the provincial government, aly to remind them of their obligation. 
town "has no right to impose condi- to remit the provincial share ofthe (re- 


: : tions where the money should go.” al property taxes) but to no avail.” 
Foreign funds overshadow Marcos money in land reform "отау by stl rs ыы. 
that they can put the money first. loting money from the tax remit- 
By Cristina Arzadon sources,” said Pascua, who is also Сагаз, Bangui and Paoay The benefi- “We could not keep track of how in a trust fund,” she said. tances for payment of teachers 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau provincial project director of the aries are assfed from fourhdes much Marcos money isreally wed for Dy said the predicament ‘ofthe hired by the provincial govern- 
WB's agrarian reform community  tosixth class municipalities. the CARP because DAR is only one of affected mayors was that the real ment, and the non-activation of 
LAOAG CITY—THE MARCOS mon- development project (ARCDP). In January, the WB started іт. Фе CARRimplementing agencies” property tax remittances were thelocal education board. 
ey intended for agrarian reform pro- Ilocos Norteisone of 10 provinces plementing the second phase of Pascua said, adding thet the amount supposedly to be brought back to Padaca blamed the mayors for 
jects in this so-called Marcos Coun- іп the country whose ARCs benefit its assistance program. he cited was only for the DAR. them in the form of infrastructure the delayed payment of salaries 
Ty has been overshadowed by for- from the $60-million WB develop- Pascua said the Japan Bank for — Other govemment agencies like projects and social programs, of teachers. 
eign funds that the Department of ment financing program. International Cooperation has the Department of Public Works and “But we see nothing of her pro- “(The teachers) had repeatedly 
‘Agrarian Reform as secured to sup- The six-year program is part of pumped in some P76 milion to Highways, Department of Agricul- jects in my town,” he said. This was gone to the mayors to appeal but all 
port land reform beneficiaries. the United Nations Food and complement the DAR develop- тше, Department of Environment denied by Padaca. “You can askthe their pleas fell on deaf ears. Since I 
‘Milton Pascua, DAR provincial Agriculture Organizations com- ment assistance program. Projects and Natural Resources, and the De- barangay captains,” she said. I understand the plight of these poor 
chief, said the biggest slice of fund mitment to make agriculture- funded by JBIC were completed partmentof Labor and Employment, have given a lot of projects, espe. teachers, I caused the payment of 
‘sources for the land reform program based economies in Third World separately from 1999 to 2004. which are part of фе CARP imple- cially farm-to-market roads and their salaries even though I was not 
сате from the World Bank’ financ- countries equally stable as their In contrast, projects funded bythe menting team, also receive funds multipurpose pavements. The pro- receiving the provincial share of the. 
ing package that has been extended | industrial-based counterparts. Comprehensive Agrarian Reform from the Marcos wealth. jects I have given to barangays, in- taxes,” she said. 
to Посоѕ Norte’s agrarian reform Pascua said more than P300 mil- Program from 1997 to 2005 only Pascua said the agrarian re- cluding those in the six towns, As to the planned reelection bid of 
communities (ARCs) since 1998. lion in WB-assisted projects had been reached P15 million, Pascua said. form program was in danger of have amounted to P65 million.” Padaca, Dy said: "There is nothing 
“The irony of it is that Marcos completed in 12 towns—Solsona, The money recovered from being closed down because the Dy said mayors who used the wrong in her plan to be reelected, 
money comes in trickles while we Marcos, Bacarra, Pasuquin, Pagudpud, Marcos’ alleged ill-gotten wealth law implementing the program unremitted taxes for other pro- ‘Melvin Gascon and Villamor Visaya 
get the bulk of funds from foreign Banna, Dumalneg, Pini, Dingras, is principally fundingthe CARP mandated its end in 2008. grams are liable. But he said he Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


Intl experts say RP becoming 
complacent about AIDS, HIV 


BAGUIO CITY—BIRD FLU HAS nual budget for AIDS since 2003 еу were tested" she said. 
been hogging the headlines for has been almost P10 million, the Те rate of infection in the 
years now that people forget about same money infused in 1993 Philippines is still low and slow, 
а pandemic creeping in their midst. when the country began its AIDS which, Cheng said, is "interesting." 
Wing-Sie Cheng, United Nations program. “There are sex workers but not 
Children’s Fund (Unicef) East Asia з budget in the mid-1990s oseto as many as in the other countries 
and Pacific regional adviser for P4Smilion and has gonedownsince. іп е region. There is also the is- 
HIV/AIDS, said both bird flu and Оп the other hand, the DOH sue of geography because the is 
HIV were threats but HIV had а budget for its bird flu program lands are far apart, and maybe re- 
more enduring effect on people. amounted to P300 million. ligion (isa factor, too),” she said. 
“Bird flu is traumaticbutthe rise "НІ prevention requires ongoing Тһе DOH said 11,168 HIV-pos- 
indeathisshortemm.HI because reinforcement and adaptation to itive people, aged 15 to 49, were 
of its nature, is more enduring. It changing needs and risk behaviors. living in the country. About 86 
has an asymptomatic period from Unfortunately, there are signs that percent of HIV-positive people 
seven to eight years,"shesaid. зоте countries that have avoided contracted the virus through sex. 
Unicefjust concluded a region- major epidemics are reducing offical Cheng said the AIDS surveillance. 
al conference on renewed support for their national AIDS re- іп the Philippines is “quite accurate" 
HIV/AIDS response in the region. sponse, particularly prevention pro- so the low figure is not anomalous. 
Complacency about AIDS gramming” theUNAIDSreportsaid. But there is one vulnerable 
caused the Philippines to deny a Cheng said the Philippines would рап of the population which 
budget for the national AIDS pro- havetostep upsurveillance and rest- could be a spark plug of the HIV Е, 
gram, the UN program оп ing program for AIDS. "Ninety per- explosion іп the country, she ‘cen cABREPONGATHEIN LUZON BURL 
HIV/AIDS said. centof those tested posiive for HIV warned. Frank Cimatu, PDI APOSTER boy, or girl, forthe fight against AIDS and HIV, take the stage in Baguio City to discuss the ES 
‘The Department of Health’s an- did not know that they have it umil Northern Luzon Bureau threat of HIV and the Philippine government's seeming complacency in dealing with it, БЕ] 
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т urged to pass new law 
penalizing irresponsible parents 


ER VILLAMOR VEAYA JUPDINORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


` FWO GIRLS enjoy their stay under the Malalam Bridge їп llagan, 
Бараа, duringabreak from household chores. 


_ARMM teachers complain of delayed salaries 


COTABATO CITY—DESPITE GOV Samson Gogo, ARMM 
; Zaldy Puti Uy Ampatuam's order spokesperson, clarified that the 
' for the Department of Education "personal withdrawal” of salaries 

1 to pay salaries on time, public was temporary. "Once they claim 

: school teachers continue to com- their pay and the DepEd knows 
plain of delayed wagereleases. they were the ones receiving their 

‘An elementary teacher in Sul- рау in the past, the process will 
tan Kudarat, who asked not to be Бе changed.” Gogo said. 
identified, said she and hundreds “Unlike before, school princi- 
of other teachers had yet to re- pals and budget officers could 
ceive their pay for April. claim the salaries of their teachers 

She also complained of the te- but the money ended up in the 
dious process of collecting their wrong persons or nonexisting 
salaries, “I can't understand why, teachers and employees,” he said. 
with the advent of technology in Speaking to DepEd officials on 
giving.out salaries, we are asked Monday, Ampatuan reiterated an 
to personally ‘claim our meager earlier directive to ensure that 
айй hard-earned money from salaries and benefits of ARMM 
DepEd regional office," shesaid. — teachers were paid on time and 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRE! 


Across the NIATION ...... 


"IF THEY CANNOT RAISE THEIR to have vasectomy. 
children well, put them behind bars!” ‘The Catholic Church is against 
‘This was the appeal made Буа the bill, saying it suggests access 
professor of the University of the to artificial methods of popula- 
Philippines’ Population Institute tion management. 
(UPPI) to legislators to pass “What is controversial with the 
House Bill No. 4110 providing bill? If they don’t like to prevent 
penalties for irresponsible par- pregnancy, it will only lead to abor- 
ents who could not provide the боп. It is the right of every child to 
basic needs and rights of their be born and given a responsible 
children. life. Unwanted pregnancy will only 
“Basically, children’s rights are to lead to abortion," Zablan said. 
have a good life and a better future. Denia Diezon, a community | 
If their parents could not give that development specialist of a World 
to them and (they) end up as ће Bank-funded project in Central 
country’s problem when they grow Mindanao, supported Zablan’s 
up, then let's impose sanctions,” Dr appeal. “It's better to prevent 
Zelda Zablan, chair of the Repro- pregnancy rather (than) abor- 
ductive Health Advocacy Network tion," Diezon said. 
of the UPPI, told the Inquirer. House Majority Leader Pros- | 
Zablan reiterated that the pero Nograles told Zablan 
country’s population growth rate group that congressmen would 
had remained “on the uptrend" fast-track deliberations on HB 
and had not even come close to 
the administration’s target. L 
Zablan’s group is calling forin- it that it will be balanced. We want 
creased use of contraceptives, to discuss it publicly so that the peo- 
such as condoms, pills and in- ple can vote diligently” Nograles 
trauterine devices, for women to said. Jeoffrey Maitem, PDI Min- 
have tubal ligation, and for men danao Bureau 


their premiums to the Govern- Соо said the complaint was 
ment Service Insurance System being looked into. He urged the 
and contributions to other insur- teachers to go direct to the DepEd 
ance companies were properly re- office to air their grievances. 

mitted. Upon assuming office in Octo- 

He wamed education officials ber last year, Ampatuan created a 
defying his order of disciplinary special task force that conducted 
and administrative sanctions. an inventory of al its teaching and 

High school teachers, accord- nonteaching personnel, including 
ing to the complaining elemen- all assets and pieces of property 
tary teacher from Sultan Kudarat, that included school buildings, 
have no problem getting their furniture and other fixtures ofthe | 
pay. department. 

"1 don't know why for us ele- Тће task force found that a 
mentary teachers, it is different,” huge amount of teachers salaries 
she said, adding thata lot of teach- actually went to "ghost" teachers 
ers preferred to wait in silence for ог employees of the department. 
fear of repercussions if they go Edwin Fernandes, PDI Min- 

danao Bureau 


RAIN GEAR 
Davao's traditional costumes are suited for the changing 
weather. These women carry umbrellas justin time to bid 
farewell to the brief summer. 
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em MISS YOUR FIRST AND LASTTIMETO. SEETHE 
ПРЕ SIZE! SCULPTURED GUYITO CARAB BOS) 
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Get а chance to paint your own miniature Guyito 
masterpiece and enter it in our “Paint a Guyito Contest.” 
Winners will be featured in the Junior Inquirer 


Magazine. 
Mechanics 
1. Register at the PDI booth 


2 Surrender 3 cast-out coupons to get your free miniature 
Guyito with painting kit OR you can purchase it for only PSO. 


3. Paint the miniature Guyito 
4. Submit your entry to PDI representatives 


Олт тнв COUPON AND PRESENT TO 
comand 


Артым. 2 COUPONS wi мум 
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Get all Cha-cha info, 
Church tells voters 


DAGUPAN CITY—ATTEND FORUMS, LISTEN, 
read and get as much information as you can. 

"This was the advice of church and local govem- 
ment leaders to residents here on the proposed 
Constitutional changes which they claimed would 
inevitably come, "whether we lie itor not.” 

* believe the Charter change is our desti- 
nation, but there is no express train towards 
it. Ir cannot be rushed nor manipulated. We 
must do it slowly, surely, and with total disre- 
gard to the political agenda of those who are 
in power,” Mayor Benjamin Lim said during a 
forum on Charter change on Thursday. 

The forum was sponsored by the Parish 
Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting 
(PPCRV), the Lingayen-Dagupan Archdiocese 
and the city government. 

‘Ambassador to the Holy See Henrietta de Vil- 
lo, PPCRV chair, said the forum was conducted to 
find out the extent of knowledge of the people on 
the proposed changes to the 1987 Constitution 
and to dear issues surrounding the proposals. 

Cavite Rep. Jesus Crispin Remulla, who 
discussed the advantages and disadvantages 
of the proposed changes, said that "when the 
time comes to vote [оп the proposals), every- 
body should be prepared to make a stand.” 

Lim said: "I am not a lawyer, nor am {well-versed 
in the intricacies of the law But Tam knowledgeable 
enough to know that the Constitution is the most 
fundamental law of the land. It is the manifestation 
of nothing ss than the collective wil of the Filipino 
people [and], therefore itis only the Filipino people 
who are empowered to create the changes they 
wanttosee in our Constitution.” — Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


Mining firm says probe 
body erred in tax rates 


THE COMMISSION THAT INVESTIGATED TWO 
mine spills in Rapu-Rapu, Albay erred in the way 
it computed Lafayette Philippines Inc's (LPI) 
production figures to arrive at a conclusion that 
the firm did not pay proper taxes. 

Inastatement answering the charges made 
by the Вахте Commission, LPI said the error 
emanated from the commission's failure to 
understand the mining and milling process. 

"IF only the commission had asked us to ex- 
plain, they could have spared us the temporary 
suspicion of fiscal irresponsibility, and them- 
selves the embarrassment of being unmasked for 
а report that is biased, flawed, unscientific, and, 
irresponsible,” LPI said in a statement. 

"The simplest way to explain this," it said, 

“is that bottom line, we paid the taxes based 
оп production figures the commission said it 
should be based on. Put another way, we did 
not evade tax payments because we paid the 
amount the commission said we should pay.” 

“The company said ore produetion was 70,000 
meric tons in April June 2005 to build up inven- 
tory for a July milling operation, Production 
from July to October reached 67,000 MT. 


TUESDAY, 
MAY 30, 2006 
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Across the ТАЁ ЭК СОМА 
Days of illegal fish pens 
in Laguna Lake numbered 


ENVIRONMENT SEC- 
retary Angelo Reyes 
gave illegal fish pen 
operators in the Lagu- 
па Lake and seven 
other lakes in the 
province three 
months to demolish 
their structures or face 
penalties 

Reyes, in a state- 
ment, said he and 
Casimiro Ynares, 
general manager of 
the Laguna Lake De- 
velopment Authority, 
agreed to remove all 
illegal fish pens in the 
lake to save it from 
further destruction. 

The LLDA board 
of directors has ap- 
proved the propos- 
al 

Reyes said the government would allow 
the owners of the illegal fish pens, who in- 
clude individuals, cooperatives, associations 
and corporations, to harvest their produce in 
three months, after which they would be 
compelled to demolish their cages. 


ES 
2 


If they fail to do 
so, the DENR would 
cause the demoli- 
tion of the struc- 
tures and confiscate 
the materials, aside 
from imposing ad- 
ministrative апі 
criminal sanctions 
against the fish cage 
operators. 

legal fish cage 
structures are those 
constructed outside 
the designated fish 
cage or fish pen belts, 
or were built without 
an operation permit 
from the LLDA, Reyes 
said. 

In 
with the fish pen 
operators recently, 


— MÀ 


BAMBOO poles fence off fish pens in the 
Laguna Lake in Cardona, Rizal. The lake was 
declared polluted recently, serving as Metro 
Manila's septic tank. Эм SARMENTO 


Reyes announced that the ‘department 
would eradicate the illegal fish cage struc- 
tures to preserve the required carrying са- 
pacity of the lakes. 

In a later meeting, the LLDA board ap- 
proved a plan for the revival of the lakes sub- 
mitted by the DENR. 
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Pilita, Francis M complete 
trio of RP "Idol judges 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. “А ее came up with wit- nasty judge on the original UK 
EVELYN C. SY ty statements,” Intalan de- show "Pop Idol” and its United 
Functional Analyst, scribed the workshops. “Ms States version, "American Idol.” 
International e-Biz Technologies, Inc. WHEN TT. COMES TO Corrales was mouthing off ^ This was confinned by 
Magna Сит Laude, Philippine ^ Idol" one punchline after another. Cayabyab in an interview con- 
Industrial Engineoring Batch 2005 three is definitely not Sometimes she didn’t have го ducted in March: “The produc- 
say anything; her facial ex- ers encourage us to be our- 
acrowd. pression more than sufficed. sees. To be as Filipino as we 
Asia's Queen of Song Pilita Mr Magalona’s background аге” 

Corrales and rapper-TV host as a rapper and record pro- Intalan concumed: ‘From our 
Francis Magalona join ducer also proved crucial. choices it is evident that we didn't 
award-winning composer Lastly, Mr. Cayabyab could be follow the AT template, We didn't 
Ryan Cayabyab as the judges the wild card among the look fora Cowell a Paula Abdul 
of “Philippine Idol.” three. He could surprise the ога Randy Jackson. We chose the 
The final lineup of judges viewers with his quick quips.” тее Filipino judges for who they 
was confirmed by Perci Inta- ‘While Cayabyab was hand- ате. We are very confident in our 
lan, ABC 5's head of Creative picked for the part, Corrales choices because we are certain 
a EGE and Entertainment Produc- and Magalona gamely audi- that еу! pick contestants that 

2, We ? 2 tion. The local version of the tioned and their screen tests deserve to go through.” 

{ natural talent and, dedication, of ) FEU - EAST ASIA COLLEGE | шшш UU weesen "idol produces Baley алы cit Mae 
‘students, helping them optimize and ‘Qs Where industry meets academe Idol" reality-talent search be- FremantleMedia, based in than anything else, we want 
achieve their potentials. т" gins airing onABCSinJuly. the United Kingdom. judges who are passionate about 

BV , ` г "t was only recently that British TV executive Shel- "music and who show genuine 

Enrotlment on-goinig:even on Saturdays up to June 10 only. ме got to finalize the partici- don Bailey а FremantleMe-  concemforthecontestants" 

{| FEU-EAC Main Building. FEU Campus, Nicanor Reyes Street. Sempoloc, Manil pation ofall three judges,” In- dia supervising producer who Corrales, in an earlier inter- 

B Tei. Nos.: 736-0015 to 19 ! Telefax: 736-0021 or 25 / info@fev-castesia edu.ph talan said. “They've met and is consultant to "Philippine view, commented that she was 

they hitit off instantly.” Idol,” told INQumeR in an in- raring to play an active part in 
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‘Criminal intent’ seen 


Filing of murder charges vs 10 cops 
in Ortigas shoot-out recommended 


By Norman Bordadora. 


THE COMMISSION ON 
Human Rights yesterday 
recommended the filing of 
multiple murder charges 
against the 10 policemen 
involved in the Ortigas 
shoot-out which left three 
alleged car thieves dead 
last November. 

In а 36-page resolution, 
the CHR en banc said it 
found probable cause that 
there was “arbitrary depri- 
vation of life” when the sus- 
pects—Anton Cu-Unjieng, 
Francis Xavier Manzano, 
and Bryan Anthony Du- 
lay—were shot by opera- 
tives of the Traffic Manage- 
ment Group. 

“(The) anti-carnapping 
operations implemented by 
the police operatives on 
that evening of Nov. 7, 
2005 was feigned, premed- 
itated, and treacherous, 
thus, the killing of the vic- 
tims by the said state 
agents qualifies the latter's 
criminal act as a case of 
multiple murder," the CHR 
said. 

Found liable for viola- 
tion for human rights 
were Senior Inspectors 
Hansel Marantan, Henry 
Cerdon, Samson Bel- 
monte, Police Officers 3 
Lloyd Soria, Rizalito 
Ramos Jr., Police Officers 
2 Dexter Pascua, Jesus 
Fermin, Sonny Robrigado, 


alleged shoot-out with the 
three suspects, may have 
been “selfinflicted and 
probably accidental.” 

Belmonte's wound was 
part of the evidence pre- 
sented by the police that 
the Nov. 7 incident was a 
shoot-out and nota rub-out 
as alleged by the suspects’ 
relatives. 

Supt. Errol Pan, TMG 
chief, meanwhile, main- 
tained that the operation 
was legitimate and that the 
suspects were car thieves. 

“If the CHR found prob- 
able cause, then it means a 
case will still have to be 


» 


listen to 36-page resolution of the Commission on 


ers," he said. 

The CHR en banc said 
forensic analysis showed 
that when the suspects 
were flagged down by the 
‘Task Force Limbas opera- 
tives, they stopped their car 
immediately but were met 
with gunfire. 

The police, added the 
commission, had "criminal 
intent". 

It noted that the actions 
of the police were not in ac- 
cord with the Philippine 
National Police's rules of 
engagernent as the agents 
did not make any attempt 
to bring the mortally 


serere 


and/or lethal force as 
borne by the second round 
of gun fires even when the. 
victims were already at the. 
point of death," the CHR 
said. 

А video footage taken by 
a TV network showed some 
of the agents approaching 
the suspects’ car and then 
firing on them as they were 
laying motionless inside 
the vehicle. 

The CHR will submit its 
resolution and other docu- 
mentary evidence to the 
Office of the Ombudsman 
for the filing of criminal 
and administrative cases. 


v metroinquirer.com.ph 
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AFP consultant 
arrested for estafa 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


A SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE CONSUL- 
tant of the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 
(AFP) was arrested last week by agents of the 
National Bureau of Investigation (NBD in 
connection with a string of estafa cases filed 
against him since 1985. 

Conrado Nave, 50, was nabbed in his 
house at the Buenaventura Compound in 
Imus, Cavite, last Friday after 20 warrants 
of arrests the Manila Regional Trial Court 
had been issued against him, according to 
Special Investigator Isaac Carpeso Jr. of the 
NBI Special Action Unit. 

During his arrest, NBI agents recovered 
an identification card showing that the sus- 
pect was employed as a security and intelli- 
gence consultant at the AFP Office of the 
Provost Marshal General. 

Carpeso said this was confirmed by the 
300th Air Intelligence and Security Group 
ofthe Philippine Air Force. 

‘The NBI official identified some of the 
complainants against Nave as retired Lt. 
Col. Valentin Dionela, an employee of the 
Aviation Safety Division of the Air Trans- 
portation Office, and his officemates Hec- 
tor Catan and John Rey. 

The three had sought the NBI's assistance 
after the suspect allegedly duped them of 
more than P100,000 in November 2005. 

Investigation showed that Nave, who 


claimed he had connections at the Land 
Transportation Office and Bureau of Cus- 
toms, convinced the victims to buy Mit- 
subishi Pajeros, allegedly from the Subic 
Export Processing Zone, for P100,000 
each. 

After receiving from the three men a 
down payment totaling P142,500, the sus- 
pect promised to deliver the vehicles last 
January. 

However, when the suspect failed to keep 
his end of the bargain, the victims decided 
to get their money back. 


Questionable record 

Of the P142,500, Nave only returned 
P30,000 to the victims, in addition to 
US$100 which were later found to be fake, 
Carpeso said 

Following his arrest, Nave, who is now 
detained at the NBI jail, returned the 
P120,000 to the victims. 

The three, however, said they would not 
drop the charges they had filed against 
Nave. 

A background check showed that the 
suspect has a string of estafa and illegal re- 
cruitment cases pending in Cavite and 
Manila. 

Carpeso said they would conduct a fol- 
low-up investigation to determine how 
Nave was hired as an AFP consultant de- 
spite his questionable record. 


and Police Officers 1 Fer- 
nando Rey Gapuz and 
Josil Rey Lucena. 

The CHR said the gun- 
shot suffered by Belmonte, 
who was wounded in the 


defend 


filed in court. Our men 
would still have time to 
themselves. 
we maintain that the oper- 
ation was legitimate, and 
those killed were carjack- 


wounded victims to the 
nearest hospital. 

“Instead, they willfully 
and . feloniously ensured 
the death of the victims 
with the use of excessive 
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Makati welcomes Everest 
climbers with parade 


By Nikko Dizon and Jocelyn R. Uy 


EXPECT CONFETTI TO RAIN DOWN ON AY- 
ala Avenue on Wednesday as Makati hosts а 
victory parade for mountaineers Leo Oracion 
and Erwin “Pastor” Emata, the first and sec- 
‘ond Filipinos to conquer Mt. Everest, the 
world's highest mountain. 

The two are expected to return to the 
country at 6 p.m. today via Philippine Air 
Lines. 

"As in the past, Makati will provide а 
world-class welcome for a group of world- 
class Filipinos,” Mayor Jejomar Binay said in 
a statement. The parade will coincide with 
the culmination of the month-long celebra- 
tion of Makati’s 336th Foundation Day. 

“Makati is а city which celébrates determi- 
nation, passion and teamwork, which are the 
hallmarks of the Philippine Everest Team. We 
are proud to host them on their arrival and to 
give them a welcome that is uniquely 
Makati,” Binay added. 

Oracion, Emata, and other members of the 
First Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition (FP- 
МЕЕ) team will hold a press conference at the 
Ninoy Aquino International Airport (Naia) 
upon their arrival today. 

From there, the group will proceed to ABS- 


СВМ, the team’s broadcast partner, for more 
activities. 

‘At 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oracion, Emata 
and other members of the team, including 
former Transportation Undersecretary Ar- 
turo Valdez, will march on Ayala Av- 
enue—from Gil Puyat Avenue to Edsa—at 
2:30 p.m, 

Binay encouraged Makati residents, office 
workers and executives to throw confetti 
from buildings during the parade. 

‘Asked why Romi Garduce, the third Fil- 
ipino to reach the mountain's summit, was 
not included in the parade, Joey Salgado, 
head of the Makati public information office, 
said it was the FPMEE that requested for a pa- 
rade. Emata and Oracion are members of the 
FPMEE, while Garduce's Everest expedition 
was backed by television network giant 
GMAT. 

"They called us up and said they wanted to 
have a confetti parade in the city" Salgado 
seid. 

Makati has played host to several victory 
parades for Filipinos who had brought honor. 
to the country, including boxing champ Man- 
ny Pacquiao, Miss International titleholder 
Precious Lara Quigaman and the Filipino del- 
egation to last year’s Southeast Asian Games. 


The future is as unpredictable as the weather 
But the great thing is, you can Plan Ahead. 


With ВРІ Family Savings Bank PLAN AHEAD, you get the best rates for your 5-year time deposit. 


If you need to save up for your children's education, for travel plans or even to start up a business, Plan Ahead is the 
perfect plan for you. With Plan Ahead, interest earings are paid at the end of the 5-year term. So your annual interest 
earnings form part of your principal, giving you the benefit of compounded interest at the end of the term. 


Interest Rates: Sample Computations: 


Maturity Amount 
(after 5 years) 


Average 
Interest Rate 
Alter 5 Years* 
үрт апыл) 
Р50,000-299,999 8215% P200,000 |? 82,152.67 


300,000 addo. 8.712% P500,000 | P217,814.66 
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282,152.67 
717,814.66 


You can also avail of Plan Ahead Monthly Income TD where interest earnings are paid 
monthly and will be deposited to your ATM account for your convenient access. 
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For more information, call 89-100, log on to 
Wwww.bpiexpressonline com 
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By Edson C. Tandoc Jr 


PASSING THROUGH SHAW 
Boulevard? You have more than 
two weeks to drive through your 
usual route. 

The Mandaluyong City gov- 
ernment announced yesterday 
that it has decided to postpone 
the implementation of its ex- 
perimental traffic rerouting 
scheme on Shaw Boulevard to 
June 15 instead of June 1. 

Traffic enforcers in the area, 
however, will be holding a “dry 
run" to familiarize motorists 


with the new routes, Man- 
daluyong City Mayor Neptali 
Gonzales ЇЇ told the Inquirer 
yesterday. Gonzales an- 
nounced last week that the new 
traffic scheme, aimed at decon- 
gesting Shaw Boulevard in 
time for the school opening, 
would take effect on Monday. 
“We want more time for in- 
formation dissemination. I also 
want signboards not only an- 
nouncing the closure of the 
streets, but also instructing mo- 
torists about what alternate 
route to take,” Gonzales said. 


Px Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Mey, Pipinas 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bangko Sentra ng Pilipinas. through Ив Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC), 
itas contractors and other mierested supplers to apply for ообу and o bd for 
"ho hereunder project: 

Name of Projecual Descriptor 


One {i} Ist - One (1] year supply of 
manpower, equipment. locis and supplies 
for the servicing and maintenance of 
landscaped areas, approximately 15.080 
sam at the Security Plant Complex (SPC) 
рег BSP scope of work and special terms 
эга condone 

2.057 000 00 


“Approved Budgal Tor the Contract z 
Duration of Contract, ‘One (yaar 
Prospectve bidders should hava undertaken a smi projec win the las ive 8) 
Years wth an amount of at least 50% of the proposed project for бако The 
ушу CheckiScreeneg as well аз Ie Preliminary Examination of Bis shall use. 
mon-discrotonary `раваЛа` cntena Post-quaiticaton of the lowest calculated bd 
Shall o conducted 
А particulars relative to ЕКЫ Statement and Screening, Bid Secu, Performance 
Securty. Pre-Sidaing Conferences), Evaluaton of Bids, Post-Quahfcaton and Award 
‘of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and is 
Implementing Rules and Regulatone (RR) 
The complete schedule of acivies is isted as follows. 
clvites ‘Schedule 

1. "issuance of fid Documents | 29 May 2006 o 15 June 2006 

2. Реа Conference 36 June 2006 -400 PM 
3 Opening of Bids. 104 July 2006 -200 PM. 
Ва Evasion. ‘These shal ba in accordance wih ihe 

5 Post-quaifeaton prescribed penods alowed nthe 

mplemertng Rules & Regulatons (RRA 

8._Notice of Award ERA. No. 9184 dated 10 January 2003 
Bd Documents wil be avalable only іо prospective bidders upon payment of non- 
refundable amount of P1,030.00 to the BSP Coster. 
The BSP assumes no responsibilty whatsoever 1o compensate or indemnity ders 
for any expences incurred inthe preparation of the be 
‘The BSP reserves the nghi to reject any and all bd proposals, or decare the bid 
a aire or not award the contact. and makes по assurance that а contract shal 
Entered mto as а result of ths тла 
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Why wait two days? 


The Government Service Insurance System (GSIS) 
proposes to become the official Compulsory Third 

Party Liability (CTPL) insurer of ALL motor vehicles 
in the country. 
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METRO 
Shaw traffic rerouting reset 


“If we see improvements, we 
will make the new routes per- 
manent,” he added. 

From being two-way side 
streets, the following routes 
will soon be one way: Bernardo 
Street from Haig Street to 
Shaw Boulevard; Magalona 
Street from Shaw to Haig; 
Gomezville from Shaw to Guer- 
rero Street; Luna Mencias go- 
ing out to Shaw; Pilar Street 
from Shaw to Calderon Street; 
Mabini Street from Shaw to 
San Juan; Ideal Street from 
Shaw to Lee Street; Laurel 


Street from Shaw to Lee; Lee 
Street from Laurel Sr. to Shaw; 
Old Wack Wack Road from 
Shaw and Sto. Cristo Street go- 
ing to Shaw. From Shaw (Pasig- 
bound), no left turn on Bernar- 
do, Luna Mencias, Lee, L. Cruz, 
Araullo, Gomezville, Torres, 
Calderon, Pilar Mabini, Ideal 
and S. Laurel Streets. 

No U-turns are allowed at 
Samat St., and flyover to Sheri- 
can/San Miguel Sts., while 
there will be no crossing at Vi- 
cencio, Guerrero, Torres, 
Calderon and E. Rodriguez Sts. 


METROBRIEFS 


Children’s festival 
SOME 300 children from all over the 
country wil gather in Manila to at- 
tend a three-day arts and cultural 
festival which wil highlight their 
rights and responsibilities. The festi- 
val, with the theme: "Wow Bata 2: 
Bata, Karapata'y Ihayag sa Sining at 
Kultura Ilahad,” will kick off today 
with a parade in Intramuros with 
participants dressed in their native 
Costumes. "This event stresses the 
importance of performing arts as a 
powerful tool in educating the public 
about the pressing issues faced by 
pino children today,” said Malou 
Sevilla of Pian Philippines. The in- 
ternational oild-centered organiza- 
tion organized the three-day festival 
aimed at showcasing children’s tal- 
ents in diferent art forms such as 
dance, music and visual arts with 
themes that revolve around their is- 
sues and concerns. The festival wil 
beheld until June 1. Tina G. Santos 


Fire in Las Piñas 

FIRE swept through a crowded 
community in Las Piñas City before 
dawn yesterday, razing 10 houses 
and leaving P800,000 worth of dam- 
age. Senior Insp. Robert Pacis said 
the blaze might have been triggered 
by an unattended candle since the 
houses on San Jose Street, Haya Ex- 
tension, had been without electricity 
for several hours before the fire 
broke out after 1 am. yesterday. Re- 


The benefits of a GSIS Certificate of Cover (COC) 


v/ Convenience 


v Electronic processing, no manual intervention 
Z 100% Accuracy and consistency with LTO requirements 


ТУ 0% Opportunity for Corruption 
}7 100% Guaranteed Tax Remittance 


GSIS Proposal 


LTO 


» > 


Registered 


The GSIS proposal is as easy as 1, 2, 3. 


One, vehicle owners go to LTO. 


Two, LTO includes the COC in the registration fees. 


Three, the vehicle is registered. 


The GSIS advantage 
v Faster registration 


sponding firemen had trouble 
putting out the fire, which reached 
the third alarm, because of the nar- 
row streets leading to the communi- 
ty. "We had to use at least 10 hoses 
to reach the fire scene," Pacis told 
the Incussen yesterday. Only one was 
hurt during the incident, but fire offi- 
cials tailed to identity the victim. The 
victim, Pacis added, suffered minor 
lacerations. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Banon short skirts 
THE NATIONAL Capital Region Police 
Office has issued a memorandum re- 
minding policewomen to wear their 
proper uniform. The reminder came 
affer some officials of the Philippine 
National Police and the National Po- 
fice Commission observed that some 
policewomen in a few stations in dif- 
ferent parts of the country were not 
in proper uniform. The NCRPO ob- 
served that some policewomen wore 
skits that were three to five inches 
above the knees. Others were wear- 
ing unauthorized shoes while some 
had long hair which was "not proper- 
ly arranged.” The memorandum re- 
minded policewomen that the length 
oftheir skirts should be up to the 
“mid-kneecap” while their hair 
should not reach the collar. Those 
sporting long hair should keep it un- 
der a "conservative back hair net” 
since colorful ribbons are also pro- 
hibited. Last, policewomen should 
retrain rom wearing dangling ear- 
rings. Edson C. Tandac st 
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Female Diese ine 
a Jekyll and Hyde type 


THERE MUST BE SOMETHING 
wrong with this woman. 

Tm referring to Prosecutor 
Olivia Non who held a press con- 
ference and recanted all the 
things she had said іп а signed 
and sworn affidavit detailing sup- 
posed sexual exploits she had 
with some Depart- 
ment of Justice offi 
cials. 

Non first sought 
the help of a friend 
and colleague, Tony 
Calvento, in accusing 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Alexander Suarez of 
sexually harassing 
һе. Calvento and 
Non were allegedly 
having an affairatthe Ёатоп 
time. 

Т saw Non at the office of the 
radio program, “Hustisya Para sa 
Lahat” hosted by Justice Secre- 
tary Raul Gonzalez. Gonzalez 
and I have programs at dwiZ. 

Non was special assistant to 
Gonzalez in his radio program. 
which he hosts with Calvento. 

Non showed me a copy of her 
affidavit linking top DOJ officials 
and alleged sexual activities hap- 
pening inside their offices. 

Т had no second thoughts 
about believing Non since she's a 
government prosecutor. She even 
Said that after a senior prosecutor 
had sex with her, he passed her on 
to other prosecutors, She said she 
agreed to have sex with them so 
she would get promoted. 

1 wrote about her complaint 
and that of another female prose- 
cutor that she said was also a vic- 
tim of “sex for promotion” 
scheme in this column (see April 
11 column). I didn't mention the 
names of the male prosecutors, 
only their jumbled initials, as I 
wanted to play safe. It now turns. 
‘out I was right about playing safe. 
Non has made a 180 degree turn. 
She accused Calvento, her erst- 
while boyfriend, of having forced 
her to make those confessions 
damaging to her as well as to her 


ON TARGET 


DOJ superiors. I'm now sure she 
has a split personality, a Dr Jekyll 
and Hyde type. I suspected some- 
thing was wrong with Non after 
she accused a former justice sec- 
retary and solicitor general of 
mashing her and kissing her on 
the lips inside his office recently. 
This man, a friend of 
mine and Calvento's, 
was supposed to give 
her legal support in 
her battle with a sub- 
ordinate prosecutor 
she accused of sexu- 
ally harassing her. 

She had com- 
plained to Calvento 
about the supposed 
mashing and kissing. 
Tulfo Calvento had taken 

her to this man’s of- 
fice. I know the man: he would 
never do that to a prospective 
client, much more to a woman 
who was his friend's girlfriend. 

Calvento apparently realized 
he was having an affair with a liar 
and drove her out of his house. 1 
‘know because Calvento told me 
about it days before Non's press 
conference. I talked to Calvento 
after he broke up with Non. He 
told me about the lurid details of 
sex that Non supposedly told him 
she had with still another prose- 
cutor. According to Calvento, she 
told him that after she supposed- 
ly had sex with the prosecutor, 
she was also "given" to his body- 
guards. 

‘The sex act was supposed to 
have taken place inside a motel 
with a “love seat.” She was sup- 
posed to have been tied to the 
love seat while the guards took 
turns molesting her. Was she 
telling another fictitious story? 


If Non's confession, which she 
recanted later, comes out in the 
newspapers, the story would be 
X-rated. 

And it would bring shame and 
scandal to the Department of Jus- 
tice, even if the story were fic- 
Чоп. 


When you can have 
your vehicle registered 
in one hour. 


The Current Vehicle Registration System. 
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- The present registration process does not check whether 
CTPL 15 valid. Many fixers take advantage of this by selling 


fake COCs. 


- Due to the proliferation of fake COCs, many motorists are 
unable to get their P50,000 caim in case of accidents. 


= It Is estimated that 46.41% of vehicles ply the roads using fake 
COCS, putting the motoring and commuting public at risk. 


PIRA Proposal 
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7 Instead of simplifying it, the proposal of private insurers 
(PIRA), complicates the entire vehicle registration process. 


- Vehicle owners must first go to authorized banks to pay 
for their Insurance. 


= Registrants agonize for 24 hours before getting thelr COCs. 
Only then can they start registering their vehicles. 


- The whole PIRA process means you have to walt for two 
days to register your vehicles, If you're lucky. 


у 24-hour Call Center to handle claim reports and requests 
for assistance 

v/ No need to produce registration papers 

// No need to present proof of insurance 
(because the COC is already in the LTO system) 


Public protection is a government concern. 
Support the GSIS CTPL program. 


| Government Service Insurance System 
GSIS - Kahit Saan, Kat Kallan Maaasahan 
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"WIMPEX THEIBEST APPLIANCES OF THE YEAR” 
WIMPEX gives you these great great offers for 


CORPORATE'PROMOTIONS & GIVEAWAYS!” 


Do not miss the ultimate one-stop destination for all\your™ 
corporate needs! 


Visit’ond see the full collection of WIMPEX Home Appliance af your nearest Makro stores nationwide 
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"Transparent Water Tank 
` Variable Temperature 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


OSWIECIM, POLAND—POPE BENEDICT XVI PRAYED 
at the Auschwitz concentration camp Sunday and de- 
nounced the mass murder of Europe’s Jews by his na- 
tive country's World War II rulers, saying it was hard for 
“a pope from Germany” even to speak of the Holocaust. 


“To speak in this place of horror, in 
this place where unprecedented mass 
crimes were committed against God 
and man, is almost impossible—and 
it is particularly difficult and trou- 
bling for a Christian, for a pope from 
Germany,” he said. 

“Mma place like this, words fail; in the 
end, there can be only a dread silence,” 
Benedict said in Italian, “a silence 

a Which itself is a heartfelt сту to God: 


Why, Lord, did you remain silent?” 

Benedict said that just as his prede- 
cessor, John Paul П, had visited “this 
dreadful place" as а Pole in 1979, he 
came as “a son of the German people." 
He mostly avoided his native language, 
however, speaking in Italian and using 
German for just one short prayer. 

"The rulers of the Third Reich 
wanted to crush the entire Jewish 
people, to cancel it from the register. 


German Pope visits Auschwitz 


of the peoples of the earth," he said, 
standing near the demolished crema- 
toriums where the Nazis burned the 
bodies of their victims. 

"By destroying Israel with the Shoah, 
they ultimately wanted to tear up the tap- 
root of the Christan faith and to replace it 
with a faith of their own invention." 

Shoah is the Hebrew term for the 
killing of six million Jews by the Nazis 
during World War I. 

As many as 1.5 million people, most 
of them Jews, died at Auschwitz and 
Biskenau, neighboring camps built by 
the German occupiers near the Polish 
town of Oswiecim. Others who died 
there included Poles, Soviet prisoners 
of war, Roma, ot Gypsies, and political 
opponents ofthe Nazis. AP 


Uribe, US ally, wins 2nd term in Colombia 


BOGOTA—COLOMBIAS PRESIDENT ALVARO 
Uribe, a staunch US ally, Sunday won a second 
term by a landslide he said he would celebrate 
by the tomb of his father, killed by the leftist in- 
surgents he has pledged to defeat 

“With the heroism of our soldiers, we will 
move forward to have a more secure Colom- 
bia," said Uribe, who has stepped up military 
operations against armed groups since he 
came to office in 2002. 

Uribe, a US- and British-educated lawyer, 
won reelection with 62 percent of the votes. 
and a 40-point lead over his closest rival, left 
ist Sen. Carlos Gaviria. 

His reelection bucks the political trend in a 
region dominated by leftist leaders whose rela- 
tionship with Washington is often lukewarm, 


URIBE: Tough work ahead, 
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Uribe is credited with reopening roads 
once controlled by bandits or insurgents, re- 
ducing crime rates, stepping up the offen- 
sive against leftist rebels, and reaching a 
pact that demobilized right-wing paramili- 
tary fighters. 

“Democratic security has started to re- 
gain the liberties that terrorism had taken 
from us," he told jubilant supporters gath- 
ered at a Bogota hotel after Sunday's vot- 
ing. 

‘An austere, yoga-practicing workaholic, 
Uribe said he would continue his crackdown 
against violence and drug trafficking in the 
South American country that ranks as the re- 
gion's most violent, and the world's top pro- 
ducer of cocaine. AFP 


BBC: 1,000 UK troops 
have deserted Iraq war 


LONDON—AT LEAST 1000 Pm 
troops have deserted Britain’s 

armed forces since the US-led 

war was launched in Iraq three 

years ago, the BBC reported Sun- 

day. 

Britain's defense ministry said 
however it knew of only "a hand- 
ful of deserters since 1989." 

During 2005 alone, 377 people 
deserted and are still missing, the 
British Broadcasting Corp. said on 
its website, adding that so far this 
year another 189 are on the run. 

Without explaining how it ar- 
rived at the figures, it said some 


900 deserters have evaded cap- A 


ture since the Iraq war started in 
March 2003. 

Lawmaker John McDonnell told 
parliament on Monday that the 
"number of absconclees has trebled 
since the invasion of Iraq’ as he 
registered opposition to a govern- 
ment bill to sentence deserters to a 
maximum of life in prison. 

McDonnell, who is among a 
lefewing group within the govern- 
ing Labor party, said Sunday that 
the ministry of defense's denial 
"flies in the face of all the other 


ABRITISH soldier securing an 
area in Basra May 28. т 


‘The BBC cited lawyers who repre- 
sent troops at courts-martal as say- 
ing that growing numbers of soldiers 
are seeking advice from them about. 
avoiding service in Iraq, even if they 
want to stop short of deserting 
Some 110 Bridsh troops have 
died in Iraq. Some 7,200 British ser- 
vicemen and women are currently 
deployed in southern Iraq ond 
neighboring Kuwait, where mem- 


evidence and the experience of 
soldiers on the ground. 


bers of the Royal Air Force and oth- 


Randy Dalagan er personnel are based. АЕР 
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Crisis talks in Timor in face of chaos 
DILI—East Timors divided government held crisis talks on Monday fotowing 
days of chaos that have pushed the nation close to civil war, as desparate resi- 
dents went looting in search of food, While foreign peacekeepers patrolled the 
violence-scarred capital, angry crowds demanded the resignation of Prima. 
Minister Mari Alkatiri, who has been widely criticized over the country’ rapid 
descent nto anarchy. Ethnic mobs have clashed in the streets using everything 
from machetes to bows and arrows, burning down houses and businesses and 
causing fears that an east-west rivalry in the tiny country could end up in ii 
war, Hundreds of protesters gathered outside the presidential palace as Alkatiri 
hal talks Inside with Prosidant Xanana Gusmao, а folk hero among East Timo- 
rese atter spearheading the impoverished nation's bloody independence strug- 
Фе. "Alkatiri is a terroristi We wil kil him! Viva Gusmao!" hundreds of 
protesters shouted outside the presidential palace. Fr: Eduard Dopo, principal of 
Diis St. Joseph's College, said East Timor people were anticipating major 
changes from the meeting "People are waiting for the president to take strong 
action," he said. "Alkatiri has not bean able to rule properly. There's been a pow- 
ar vacuum and the gangs have taken advantage o the situation to attack the 
people." 


Pentagon seeking non-nuke sub missile 
NEW YORK--Tho Pentagon is pressing Congress to approve the development 
of anew weapon that would enable the United Staos fo carry out non-nuclear 
misst strikes against distant targets within an hour, The New York Times re- 
ported ints Monday edition. Citing unnamed military officals, the newspaper 
Said the proposal has sat ой a complex debate about whether this program for 
strengthaning the military's conventional capacity could Increase the risks of 
accidental nuclear confrontation The Pentagon plan calls for deploying a non- 
пиг version of tha submarine-aunched Trident missle that could bo ust 
to attack terrorist camps, enemy mislia sites, suspected caches of biological, 
chemical or nuclear weapons and other potentially urgent threats, the raport 
sald. If fielded, it would be the only non-nuclear weapon designed for rapid 
Strikes against targets thousands of miles away and would add to ho presl- 
‘dents options whan considering a preemptive attack, Ta Timas pointed out. 
беп. James Cartwright, head of tho US Strategic Command, sa the system 
wouid enhance the Pentagon's айну to "preempt conventionally" and preci 
‘wile limiting the "colateral damage,” ta paper reported АР 
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Rout of Iceland caps RP twin kill 


By Roy Luarca 


TURIN, ITALY—THE PHILIPPINES TURNED 
hot and melted Iceland in the 37th Chess 


Olympiad Sunday. 


Creating a ripple, the Filipinos 
trounced the all-grandmaster Ice- 
landem, 35:05, in the seventh 
round, to barge into contention 
halfway through the biennial event 
atthe Olympic Village here. 

Grandmaster Mark Paragua, GM 
Rogelio Antonio Jr. and Fide Master 
Oliver Dimakiling won their match- 
es as the Philippines padded its total 
to 18 points and jumped to a share 
of 14th place with Round 8 oppo- 
ment China, second-ranked India, 
Bulgaria, Belarus and Greece. 

The Filipinas made it a double 
celebration by dumping the 50th- 


MEN 
21—Armenia; 20—Russis; 19.5—Cut 
Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Georgia, Czech Rep 
lic; 18.5—Netheriands, United States, Ger- 
тапу, Denmark, Sweden, France; 16—China, 
Bulgaria, Belarus, Greece, Indla, Philippines. 
WOMEN 
17.5—Russia; 


seeded Finland squad, 2.5-0.5, 

Woman National Master Cather- 
ine Pereña and upcoming Sherily 
Cua notched the full point against 
WIM Tanja Rantanen and Laura 
Savala on boards 2 and 3 while 
WiMelect Sheerie Joy Lomibao 
split the point with WIM Nina Sam- 
malvuo onboard 1. 

Continuing their roller-coaster 
drive, the 60th-ranked Filipinas im- 
proved to 11.5 points and arranged 
а showdown with the 37th-seeded 
Iranians, who bowed to the Poles, 2- 
1, in Round 7. 

“The players got pumped up by 


ANTONIO: Stunning upset 


the presence of National Chess Fed- 
eration of the Philippines president 
Rep. Prospero "Butch" Pichay,” said 
men's skipper Sammy Estimo. “He 
challenged them to blank Iceland.” 


TRM 


PARAGUA: In just 27 moves 


It nearly became а reality as 
reigning national champion Darwin 
Laylo was on the verge of victory 
against GM Henrik Danielsen on 
board 3, but missed the winning 


move and settled for a draw on 
board 3. 

Defy handling white, Paragua 
started the onslaught when he best- 
ed GM Hlifar Hannes Stefansson in 
just 27 moves of a Spanish Game. 

‘Antonio followed suit by trounc- 
ing former world championship 
challenger Johann Hjartarswon in 44 
moves of a Nimzo-Indian Defense. 

‘The 26-year-old Dimakiling com- 
pleted the rout by humbling GM 
Throstur Thornhall in 47 moves of a 
Queen's Pawn Opening. 

Pichay, who arrived Sunday af- 
temoon and opted to stay with the 
Philippine delegation at the 
Olympic Village, again ordered the 
two squads to go all-out for victories 
in Round 8 on Monday. 

Elated by the results, Estimo and 
‘women's team captain Cesar Caturia 
decided to field the same players 


against the Chinese, who will parade 
three super GMs, and the Iranians. 
Paragua (Elo 2617) faces Bu Xi- 
anghi (2640), Antonio meets Zhang 
Zhong (2640), Daylo battles (Zhang 
Pengxiang (2623) and Dimakiling, 
‘who has a sore throat, tackles Wang. 
Yue (2598). у 
In their last Olympiad confront 
tion in the 2000 Istanbul Olympiad, 
the Philippines edged China, 2. 
1.5, courtesy of IM Idelfonso Datu, 
who downed former Asian junior 
champion Wu Wenjin 
‘The 22-year-old Paragua said he- 
had beaten Bu once in 1998 in the’ 
world rapid tourney but has yet to 
meet the Chinese in standard play. 
‘With 21 points, Armenia passed" 
top favorite Russia in men’s play al-: 
though the Russians continued to 
расе the women's side with 17.5; 
points, a point ahead of Ukraine. 


STANDINGS AFTER 
7 ROUNDS 


ы, 


ría, Netherlands, Belarus; 12.5—Switeerland, 
Poland, Israel, Argentina, Serbia & Montene- 
Qro, Greece, Spain, Ecuador, 12—18. 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY „вш нимо VAN 


Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Turkey, 


15.5—United States; 15—Hungary, Georgia; 


44.5—Bulgaria, Slovenia; 14—Vietnam, Chi- sla, Moldova, гап, Philippines 


Mongolia; 11.5—Denmark, Croatia, 


Indone- 


AUTOWIDE 


16.5—Ukraine; 


ma, Latvia; 13.5—Romania, France, India, Ar- 
menia, Germany, Siovenia; 13—Cuba, Esto- 


RP Bth round pairings: Men—vs. China; 
Women's. Iran 


Pacquiao-Larios tango 


By Hermie Rivera 


LESS THAN A MONTH INTO THE FIGHT, 
Manny Pacquiao and Oscar Larios have start- 
ed beating up their sparmates as they 
stepped up work for their July 2 slugfestat 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

Pacquiao this early has been installed by 
the bookmakers ав a heavy favorite owing to 
his ability to make sense 
of what he sees atop the 
ring anytime he fights 
But Larios himself is not an easy ош. 

While we go into the so-called stretch, es- * 
sential aspects of the promotion such as tick- 
et outlet locations and the like remain a 
guarded secret while inquiring minds want 
to know who is the real promoter of this 
mano amano. 

Pacquiao hasn't really had a bona fide pro- 
moter since Murad Muhammad and Gary 
Shaw were removed from the scene. 


PACQUIAO 


COMMENTARY 


We gather that promotional activities are 
being handled by Manny's managers, Shelly 
Finkel and Nick Khan, when they pulled to- 
gether with Manny, a $4,000,000 package 
from ABS-CBN. 

‘Question—Will Finkel and Khan be deliv- 
ering the undercard, paying production 
costs, and making ancillary deals? If so, they 
could be running afoul of the Muhammad 
‘Ali Boxing Reform Act— 
15 US C. Section 6308 
which provides: 

(5) Firewall between promoters and man- 
agers (1) In general, itis unlawful for: (A) a 
promoter to have а director indirect finan- 
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cial interest in the management of a boxer; 
ог (B) a manager () to have a direct or indi- 
rect financial interest in the promotion of a 
boxer; or (ii) to be employed by or receive. 
‘compensation or other benefits from a pro- 
moter, except for amounts received as con- 
PACQUIAO-LARIOS/ A23 
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15/F GT To 3/F CKB 


TOMAS MORATO 


"My friends would say that there was something 
wrong with my hair: They could see my scalp 
whenever | was under the lights in the studio. 
Worst of all, when | perspire, it would become 
shinier! Without batting an eyelash, | decided 
to go to Svenson. Now, my hair is so much 
thicker, so much better and looks healthier: 
No more shiny scalp for те, I've grown 
accustomed to Svenson since then 

{t's like a best friend to me!" 


Maurice Arcache 
Journalist/TY Host 


End Your Hair Loss Misery Today 


Cali 892-HAIR (4247) 


Shell 


Makes New Guinness 


v. > 
Tema к 
On Fuel Eco ith tlie Taylors. 
$16 


John and Helen Taylor started their epic journey in London on January 17, 2006. They 
passed through France and Belgium and proceeded to drive through the flatands of Holland. 
then Germany where they sampled generous portions of bratwurst during their first team meal 
together. Their first tough challenge came when they took on the mountainous landscape of 
Switzerland and were met with hazardous weather conditions brought about by the snow. 

“The Taylors had their first re-fuelling of the new Shell Fuel Economy gasoline in Italy and 
later got stuck in a terrible three-hour traffic jam in Milan, It was here that they were again 
reminded of the importance of staying calm for better fuel efficiency driving, Passing through 
the scenic mountain ranges and the Danube plains of Austria, the Taylors then proceeded to 
the Czech Republic where they spent one day of travelling in temperatures 15° below zero, 
with snow and bitter winds arriving as they left the country on their way to Slovakia. 

"The team then went through Hungary and Serbia where the latter's conditions were not 
ideal for fuel efficiency driving primarily because of the stark contrast between the fatness of 
the north and the vast mountains and dense forests ofthe south worsened by poor conditions 
in some roads, In mountainous Macedonia, the Taylors drove through its deep basins and 
valleys where their driving skills were yet again put tothe test. The last stop in their European 
leg was in Greece where they had to take on steep and winding roads brought about by the 
diverse terrain of mountain ranges and coastal landscapes. 

Despite the fet that everything seemed to be conspiring against achieving fuel efficiency, 
this part of the journey found Shell and the Taylors on track in their goa! of completing а 
new Guinness World Record, which they did on April 4, 2006. During the European leg of 
their great adventure, they were able to cover 5,590 kilometers in eight (8) days of driving in 
very extreme conditions, ‘This ultimate road test of the new Fuel Economy Formula is 
testament to Shell's commitment in developing fuels that address motorists! needs for greater 
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Sparks, Portmasters seek 2nd 


‘THE TOYOTA OTIS SPARKS AND HAR- 
bour Centre Portmasters try to move 
closer to a championship showdown 
when they shoot for a second straight 
victory in their respective semifinal as- 
signments today in the PBL Unity Cup 
at the Olivarez Sports Center in 
Parafiaque. 

‘The Sparks collide with the defending 
champion Rain or Shine Elasto Painters 
at 2 p.m. while the Portmasters tangle 
with the Montana Jewels at 4 o'clock. 

“We need to improve on the execution 


of our offense because we're becoming 
very predictable,” said Toyota Otis coach 
Louie Alas, who won the opener of the 
best-of-five duel with a 64-59 decision. 

For coach Jorge Gallent, consistency 
will be Harbour Centre's main concern 
following the Portmasters’ near collapse 
after building a 34-point lead. 

“We have to play smart from start to 
finish," noted Gallent. "I don’t want what 
happened to us the last time.” 

‘The Portmasters scraped through, 85- 
79, as backup point guard Chico Lanete, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SPORTS 


GAMES TODAY (Olivarez Sports Center 
2 psn—Rain or Shine vs Toyota Otis 
4pm.—Harbour Centre vs Montaña 


capped a game-high 21 points with a key 
jumper and two free throws in the final 
minute. 

“T have to credit Lanete for his clutch 
shooting,” said Gallent. 

‘The Sparks had a more balanced of- 
fensive performance in their Game 1 tri- 
umph. 


Although Joe Devance didn't deliver 
his usual numbers, the top Fil-Am center 
figured in key plays as he scored six of his 
12 points in the final quarter. 

"I just hope we could sustain the mo- 
mentum we gained in our victory the last 
time out," added Alas. 

‘The Elasto Painters hope to regain 
their firepower with only Ronjay Enrile 
delivering consistently in the closing 
minutes of Game 1. 

Shooting woes also hit the Jewels in 
Game 1, allowing the, Portmasters to 
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wins 


erect a 34-point cushion, 63-29, in the 
second quarter before Alex Compton and 
rookie Larry Rodriguez led Montafia's 
second-half comeback. 

Lanete, acquired from Granny Goose 
this conference, has been providing huge 
offensive support to backcourt stars 
Joseph Yeo and LA Tenorio in the play- 
offs. 

Fil-Am Rob Reyes also stepped up in 
the Portmasters’ third straight win, con- 
tributing 16 points and nine rebounds off 
the bench Jasmine W. Payo 


ASIAN CLUB VOLLEY 


Chinese test struggling RP spikers today 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


JUST THE SIGHT OF THE TALL CHINESE PLAYERS IS 


‘enough to make most teams nervous. 


So it’s quite a tough task for Philippine coach Con- 
stante Reyes to fire up his crew when it plays China in 
the 2006 Asian Women's Club volleyball championship 


at4 p.m, today at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

“We're improving every 
game,” said Reyes. 
have the skills, but we have 
to be consistent and more 


STANDINGS 
China 
Chinese-Taipel 
Kazakhstan 
Thailand 
Japan 
Philippines 
Indonesia 
GAMES TODAY 
(Rizal Coliseum) 
2p m.—Hisamitsu 
Seiyaku Springs (арал) vs 
Garuda (Indonesia) 
4 p.m—Accei (Philip- 
pines) vs Tianjin Bridge- 
stone (China) 
6p.m—Rahat (Kaza- 
йал) vs Sang Som. 
(Thailand) 


confident.” 


tition. 


ments leading 


would claim 
straight title. 


host team will try its best.” 


The sixth-ranked Filipinas, who will be playing their 
last match against tournament darkhorse Thailand to- 
morrow, have been turning to national team standouts 
Cherry Rose Macatangay, Mary Jean Balse and Michelle 


Carolino. 


Zhang Ziqian and 
blocker Yang Yanan, Chi- 
nese coach Wang Baoquan 
has predicted that China 

йз second 


“We 


China will be gunning for 
a repeat of their champi- 
onship run last year when 
they swept all games in the 
single round-robin compe- 


Ваппегей by the tourna- 


spiker 
top 


“We expect to win the 
last game,” said Baoquan. 
“We have plenty of advan- 
tage as far as our team is concerned. But we know the 


for my players,” said Reyes. 


match." 


CHINESE-TAIPEI'S Lin Ching spikes over the defense put up by Accel-P 
Mondejar last Thursday. The Taiwanese dealt the Filipinas their third defeat in four outings. 


"Tm hoping they will learn something from the 
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ye) Assad stuns 
Macatangay 
in Olivarez 
junior tennis 


UNRANKED MAHA ASSAD PULLED OFF 
23-6, 63, (10-3) upset win over fourth seed 
‘Angel Macatangay to reach the girls’ 18-un- 
der quarterfinals in the Olivarez Age-Group 
Tennis Championships at the Olivarez Ten- 
nis Center in Parafiaque City. 

Assad will meet July Javelosa, who scored 
26-1, 60 victory over Hannah Serrano. 

In other matches, third seed Martina 
Rivero downed Rebecca Fabregas, 6-2, 6-4; 
Alyssa Mendoza rallied past Danielle Hal- 
lare, 1-6, 6-4, (10-4); Kwin Bilugan beat Na- 


dine Castillo, 6-1, 6-0; and Yee Tao Tan pre- 
vailed over Claudine Cruz, 6-1, 63. 


Inthe giris 16-under, unseeded Liz Maga- 
way ousted No. 4 July Javelosa, 26, 7.5, 
(10-7), to advance against Martina Rivero, а 
62, 62 winner over Louise Gomes. 

Other winners were No. 1 Zhane Quitara 
over Sarina Samson, 6-0, 6-1; No. 5 Martina 
Guba over Maha Assad, 6-1, 6-0; Joan Opu- 


“Our game against the reigning championisa bigtest p.m. while Indonesia will vie for its first win versus 


struggling Japan at 2 p.m. 


“Thailand and Kazakhstan will dispute third spotató p.m. starting on June 12. 


ON FOOT, IT WILL TAKE YOU MAYBE ONE 
hour to cover 9 kilometers? By car, maybe 9 
minutes only? 

Thats flat land, fellas. 

Now let's do some climbing. 

OK, let’ get to the point. 

Lets climb Mt. Everest. 

Some say Mt. Everest, the world's tallest 
peak, is 29,085 feet above sea level, others 
say 29,035, sil others say 29,053. 

"The last one's the standard measurement. 

їп meters, that’s 8,857.62, or a total of 
8.85762 kilometers. Round that off and its 9 
las. 

Nine kilometers is, like, from Rizal Park to 
Bicutan down south or Balintawak up north? 

Whatever, Leo Oracion, officially recorded 
as the first Filipino to reach the summit of Mt. 
Everest, took 24 days to do it (from April 24- 
May 17 this year). 

Erwin “Pastor” Emata did it in 25 days 
(from April 24-May 18). 

Now you have an idea of how difficult a 
climb Mt. Everest is. 

Itisn't clear yet how many hours, or days, it 
took Romi Garduce to become the third Fil- 
ipino to scale Mt. Everest; he reached the 
summit two days after Oracion did. 

But ofthe three, its on record Garduce was 
the first to leave for Nepal, where Mt. Everest 
is, on March 3, Two weeks later, Oracion and 
Emata arrived in Nepal. 

‘Why the three did their climbing the same 
month, the same year, seems material. Why 
not Garduce doing it last year, or vice versa? 

Coincidence or competition? 

Oracion and Emata, Coast Guardmen, 
were ABS-CBN financed. 

Garduce, 37, an IT manager from Balanga, 


The first is last 


SPECTATOR 


= Д 
Al S. Mendoza 4 


Bataan, was funded by rival TV network, 
GMA, 

Coincidence? 

Competition? 

Теп years ago on May 24, Hans Kammer- 
lander of Italy recorded the fastest ascent 
from the base camp in 16 hours and 45 min- 
utes. 

Quite a feat but to Garduce, records do not 
mean a thing, 

“I did not do it to race,” said Garduce. “I 
just executed my plan.” 

Tike that. Any task, for that matter, should 
never be a race, especially if the degree of dif- 
ficulty involved in itis life-threatening. 

‘This climbing season alone, 10 have died 
trying to climb Mt. Everest. 

So bizarrely difficult is the Everest chal- 
lenge that you need to reach the top and then. 
come down alive to complete the feat. Under 
Everest laws, reaching the summit is just one- 
half of the story Descending to the foot of the 
mountain alive completes the story. 

One such climber believed to have scaled 
Everest in 1929 but never made it back was 
found in 1990, his body frozen. It was ruled 
he did not scale Everest because he didn't 
‘come back alive. 

Now listen to this. Do you know it takes а 
fortune for one to even start attempting to 


climb Mt. Everest? 

And if we go by the occupations of Ora- 
cion, Emata and Garduce, not a single one of 
them can afford the fees needed for a Mt. 
Everest expedition. 

‘According to my buddy, Loren Manguiat, 
the Ministry of Tourism of Nepal charges a so- 
lo climber US$25,000. Thats roughly РІЗ 
million! 

Give me P1 million and ГИ buy mean Inno- 
va or an Urvan for a shuttle service business. 

“That's not all, Siz” said Loren. “A group of 
2 will be charged US$40,000, US$48,000 for 
3, US$56,000 for 4, 05560,000 for 5, and so 
on andso forth.” 

No less than 5 persons were involved in 
each of the expeditions of Oracion, Emata 
and Garduce, not to include TV crews for 
both networks. 

Coincidence? Competition? 

One Filipino surnamed Abenojar has 
claimed he was the first to reach “the roof of 
the world.” 

Now if he can show proof, dam. 

To doit, Abenojar, who claimed he climbed 
Mt. Everest un-financed by any one except 
himself, must shell out US$9,000 more to get 
the certificate attesting to his feat. 

Its that expensive. 

Now if, for example, Valentin Dakuykoy, 
my ever loyal legman, beats Abenojar and 
produces one himself, will VD receive the 
Same celebrity status accorded Oracion, Ema- 
ta and Garduce? 

Think hard, fellas. 

From what I heard, the diploma shops at 
CM. Recto Avenue have been all shut down. 


‘Comments to menju@pldtdsL net 


ippines' Marietta Carolino (4) and 


The games will be shown on Solar Sports from 10 
p.m. to 12 a.m. on June 5 to 11, and on IBC 13 from 6-8 


Tiu leads Team Ere 
to 3 drag racing titles 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS—TEAM ERE 
made a big impact as lead driver 
Jonathan Tiu led an impressive haul 
of three of the four titles at stake in 
the second leg of the 2006 Red 
Horse-PCSO National Drag Racing 
Championship at the BRC Drag 
‘Strip here recently. 

А first-timer, Team ERE captured 
the overall team crown over the fa- 
vored Blanche Racing, Group N and 
Just Racing as Joseph Susara and la- 
dy driver Jeanette Go ably backed 
up Tiu with separate wins, 

Nobody thought that the old 
record of 11.58, owned by Blanche 
Racing's Dave Jota, could be broken 


but Tius Mitsubishi EvoS car 
stunned the field when he set a new 
record time of 11.309 seconds. That 
won for him the premier Quick 8 
plum over Blanche Racing's Jose Uy 
who clocked 11.698. 

"The mechanics did a good job 
and we're very happy that the team. 
achieved its goals," said Tiu. 

Susara submitted a time of 
11.368 to bag the Pro class crown, 
beating Jota, who clocked 11.622 in. 
this event sponsored by Red Horse 
Beer, Philippine Charity Sweep- 
stakes Office and supported by Pilip- 
inas Shell, Denso, 
no Filipino and Sparco. 


JONATHAN Tiu's 


the Hoistree title. 


Yokohama, Casi- 


Go outshone her male rivals as 
she prevailed over Team Ready' Vic 
Mallare in the final faceoff to cinch 


‘The only other title that eluded 
"Team Ere went to Marion Juntilla of 


Jus Racing, who copped the Spons- 
‘man class crown against Japanese 


1 


itsubishi EvoS (left) passes Blanche Racing's Jose 
Uy in the first 200 meters of their final faceoff for the Quick 8 crown. 


Sinichi Kuruda of Creative Speed. 

Eighty drivers showed up in the 
races sanctioned by the Automobile 
‘Association Philippines. 

“The next legis set June 17. For in- 
quiries, call the BRC through Rodini 
Rivera, or Nelson Gayola at (632) 
817-2241, 729-5365. 


lenci over Danielle Hallare, 6-0, 6-1; and 
Louise Lopez over Nadine Castillo, 6-0, 6-0. 

Booking quarterfinal berths in the girls 
14-under were JV Custodio, Joan Opulencia, 
Martina Guba, Shanine Olivarez, Rachel 
Lucero, Mary Grace Rivero, Ma. Raisa Ори- 
Jencia and Enah Baba, while the winners in 
the girls’ 12-under class were Akiko de Guz- 
‘man, Marinel Ferry Ма. Aura Opulencia, Pia 
‘Tamayo and Treena Quirrez. 

Оле result: Bandeko Katigbak d. France 
Rivero 6-3, 6-2; lel Forza d. Justi Mendoza, 62,64. 


SPORTSWATCH 


FEU spikers unscathed in Toribio Cup 

FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY CONTINUED TO DOMINATE THE FIFTH FC. 
Toribio Seniors Volleybal! Cup by posting its shh victory in a row at the ex- 
pense of Colege of Saint Benilde in the women's division and a fourth straight 
win over Letran in men's play FEU dealt St. Benilde ts fourth loss in six 
matches, 25-17, 30-28, 25-22, the same record of the University of the Philip- 
pines which bowed to Adamson, 25-20, 25-13, 25-14, in the toumament or- 
апі by University of the East's Bren Perez at he UE Gym 5 in Mani 
Host UE defeated National U, 25-10, 25-9, 25-16, to stay in solo second witha. 
5-1 card, while Letran tied Adamson at 4-2 with a 25-15, 25-16, 25-17 whip- 
ping of Earist. FEUS 26-24, 25-20, 25-19 victory over Letran kept it atop the 
‘men's standings of the tournament held in honor of Francisco Toribio, ЦЕН 
former voleybal! coach and the winningest mentor in the University Аас 
Association of the Philippines. inthe other men's match, UE brought down 
Son Beda College, 25-20, 25-18, 25-13, for ts second win in five matches. 


60 matches in Sta. Ana derby today 

SOME 60 MATCHES ARE ON TAP IN A SPECIAL 3-СОСК DERBY AT THE 

Sta Ana Cockpit on AP Reyes Avenue, Malati Gi, tonight. A guaranteed prize 
‘of P150,000 awaits the champions, according о hosts Boy Macario and 
Dong Tongco. Seeing action are derby regulars from Pasay, Макай, 
Parafonue, San Juan, Mandaluyong and Pasig. For inquiries, cal 898-3474 or 
898-3475. The Flower Group 4-Cock Derby comes next on June б. The 
venue's Fastest Win One Cock Ulutan" resumes on Saturday, according to pit 
‘manager Butchoy Olano. The total prize is P100,000 for an entry fee of P4,100. 


P1.5M Roligon 5-cocker gets going 

MORE THAN 75 FIGHTS HAVE BEEN ROSTERED FOR THE KAYANG-KAYA 5- 
Cock Derby which starts today at the Roligon Mega Cockpit in Parafiaque City. 
Acash pot of P1.5 million is at stake in the derby scheduled on May 30, June 
1 and 3, sponsored by Lakpue Drug Inc. and Thunderbird Enertone, and host- 
ed by promoter Roly Ligon. Entry fes is 7.700. The fastest win champion 
wil drive home a three-door Pajero automatic. Walk-in participants may sil 
Join Thursday's second round eliminations. The finals В set on Saturday. For 
inquies, call Ting or Jona at 833-1638, 851-2275 or 852-9812. 


Submission of GCAP cockfest entries up 
TODAY IS THE DEADLINE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES IN THE GEN- 
"бетеп Cockers Association of the Philippines (GCAP) 5-Cock Derby slated to- 
тотон atte San Juan Coliseum. Main sponsor is Sagupaan Complexor 
000. GCAP members as well as guest participants may submit entries untl 9 
pum. For inquiries, call the SJC office at 725-5369. Action begins at 5 p.m. to- 
morrow with some 70 fights on tap. The 2006 GCAP Cocker of the Year win- 
mer wi be known on June 21 atr the Grand Championship §-Cock Derby. 
Meanwhile, preparations are also under way for the Super Big Event é-Cock 
Derby which wi kick oft on June 26 and 28 at he same venue. 


61 entries collide in Enriquez-Velayo tilt 
THE COUNTRY’S FINEST COCKFIGHTERS LOCK HORNS TONIGHT AS THE 
Frebird-Arnismaster 6-Cock Derby takes center stage at the Araneta Collse- 
tum. Scheduled today is the 2-cock eliminations among 61 participants who 
tl shoot for berths in the 4-cock finais on Thursday. The derby is hosted by 
tuted gamefowi breeder Bboy Enriquez and sportsman Raymond Ve- 
Tayo. Among those unleashing their ace fighting birds are Gerry Ramos and 
Sonny Lagon, Tony Oppen, Rep. Gerry "Boy" Espina, Rep. Estrella, Rep. Iggy 
Arroyo, Gov. Tony Kho of Masbate, Gen. Katigbak and Richard Bates, Bong 
Pineda, Francis Uy, Ricky Castillo, Jet and Joel Fernando, Joey Dy, Boy Diaz 
and Butch Шаша, POC president Jose "Paping" Cojuangco and Louie Cua. 
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Bonds grabs 
2nd over 
Ruth in MLB 


homer derby 


SAN FRANCISCO— 
San Francisco Giants 
slugger Вапу Bonds 
homered in Sundays 
game against the Col- 
orado Rockies to pass 
legendary Babe Ruth 
for second place on 
Major League Base- 
balls all-time home 
3 3 mun lis. 
: 74 Bonds recorded his 
"ait Л 715й career homer, 
: placing him behind 
BONDS: No. 715 кат eae 
Hank Aaron, who hit 755. 

“е a great honor, it's a wonderful honor, 
Bonds said. “Hank Aaron to me is the home 
king and I wont disrespect that ever. 

“Babe Ruth has 714 home runs but Hank has 
755. 1 have a lot of respect for Babe Ruth and 1 
have a lot of respect for what he's done for the 
game of baseball, but I have to give the head up 
to Hank Aaron because he is the home run king. 

Bonds smacked a two-run homer over the 
right-centerfield wall off a 3-ball, 2-strike pitch 
from Korean Byung-Hyun Kim in the fourth in- 
ning. But the Giants went on to lose, 6-3. 

Bonds was pleased the homer came in San 
Francisco, where fans have continued to back 
him despite allegations of steroid use that have 
raised a debate over the legitimacy of his feats. 

"Forme to doit in front of the fans of San Fran- 
cisco, it can't get any better than this,” Bonds said. 
“I made them wait longer than I've made them 
‘wait in the past. But there was no greater place 
for this to happen than in San Francisco." АЕР 


Pacquiao-Larios 
tango 


sideration under the manager's contract with the 
boxer 

Manny has formed his own promotional com- 
pany right? 

‘Just what role will this company play in the 
promotion and who are the principals in charge? 
Will Finkel and Kahn use Pacquiao Promotions as 
a veil to shield their promotional activities? How 
will Finkel, Khan, Pacquiao Promotions and ABS- 
CBN operate? The roles are blurred—maybe 
purposely so—but it would be interesting to 
know “who's on first?" 

While we wait for answers, may we suggest 
the immediate adoption ora strengthened ver- 
sion ofthe Muhammad Ali Act to help fighters 
‘who have been victimized by unscrupulous pro- 
moters and managers. 

Our lawmaking officials can enact one if they 
so desire assuming they aren't into something 
mischievous such as coup Ф etats or cha-chas. 


From page A21 


FERNANDO Alonso of Renault salutes his 
fans after his maiden Monaco win. » 
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Mays eclipse Suns 
for 2-1 series lead 


| Dallas forces Phoenix meltdown in 2nd half 


| 


DALLAS' Josh Howard blocks a driving James Jones of Phoenix. лт 


PHOENIX, ARIZONA—THE DALLAS MAVER- 

ics brought the National Basketball Associa- 

tion's most feared fast-break team to а stand- 

still with a 95-88 semifinal playoff win 
‘over Phoenix Suns on Sunday. 

Dirk Nowitzki had 28 points and 17 
rebounds for the fourth-seeded Maver- 
icks, who engineered a remarkable de- 
fensive effort in game three of their best- 

of seven series. 
“We were great with our transition de- 


this team no lead is safe be- 
we know they can come back any- 
time 
Dallas stymied the second-seeded Suns 
in two-straight games after giving away the 
‘opener at home. Dallas improved to 5-2 оп 
the road. 
Mavericks coach Avery Johnson admitted 
that his team cannot afford to run with the 
Suns, who use a wide-open offence piloted by 
Canadian Steve Nash to press the tempo better 
than any team in the league. 
‘To combat the run-and-gun Suns, Johnson 
has demanded patience on offense and hustle 
on defense. 
QUE “This is a big win for us but we have got to 
stay focused," Nowitzki said. 

Second in the NBA in fast-break points during 
the season, Phoenix managed just four fast- break 
points Sunday—and zero in the second half. 

The offense grinded to a halt, totaling just 36 


AS 


points after halftime and failing to reach 90 for 
the first time in the postseason, 

Dallas got the offense it needed from Nowitz- 
ki, Josh Howard and Jason Terry, who combined 
for 40 of their 69 points in the second half. 

Howard scored 16 of his 22 points and Terry 
10of his 19 after halftime. 

The Mavericks also had the upper hand in ef- 
fort and concentration. They held edges in re- 
bounds (48-45), offensive rebounds (19-12) and 
steals (8-0) while committing just six tumovers 
and forcing 13. Nowhere was that more evident 
that down the stretch. 

“Trailing by as many as nine points in the fourth 
‘quarter, the Suns closed to 88-84 and had the ball 
when Tim Thomas made a lazy pass to Nash that 
was stolen by Howard, who went in for a layup 
with 2:10 left. 

‘After Shawn Marion missed а three-pointer, 
the Mavericks held the ball for more than а 
minute, grabbing three offensive rebounds. 

They may have received a break when Now- 
itzkis desperation 30-footer was ruled to have hit 
the rim and Terry sealed it with a jumper Юга 92- 
84 bulge with 33 seconds to go. 

"Howard pulled down 12 rebounds for Dallas, 
which never trailed in the fourth quarter and won. 
despite shooting 41 percent (39-0 95). 

Nash scored 21 points, Boris Diaw added 20 
and Leandro Barbosa 17 for the Suns, who shot. 
43 percent (35-082). AFP 

mo 

SOLAR SPORTS: 8 am—Detroit vs. Mami (replay at 8 
pm) 


French Open: Sharapova eludes axe 


PARIS—THE FRENCH OPEN STARTED 
оп a Sunday for the first time and nearly 
ended quickly for Maria Sharapova. 

The former Wimbledon champion 
overcame a gimpy foot, a 5-2 deficit in 
the third set and three match points to 
beat Mashona Washington 62, 5-7, 7-5. 

The match was ће first since April 1 
for Sharapova, who withdrew from two 
events leading up to Roland Garros be- 
cause of a right ankle injury. Her move- 
ment was clearly hampered, even after a 
trainer rewrapped the ankle following 
the second ser. 

But the 29-year-old Washington, who 
‘came into the tournament ranked 97th, 
failed to close out a win that would have 
been the biggest of her career. Sharapo- 
va won the final five games to limp into 
the second round. 

“I was playing with pain, and 1 
blocked it out somehow and started 


tight,” Sharapova 


eighth ace. 


so advanced. 


moving better, and she gor a little bit 


wouldn't be playing 100 percent. Tm ob- 
viously not moving great.” 

Roland Garros added a 15th day of 
play this year to extend into a third 
weekend, and neither Sharapova nor 
top-ranked Roger Federer was thrilled 
with the early start. Federer lost his first 
two service games to fall behind 3-0, 
then gradually found his form and beat 
qualifier Diego Hartfield, 7-5, 

‘Topranked Amelie Mauresmo of 
France pleased a partisan crowd by beat- 
ing Meghann Shaughnessy, 64, 64. 
Mauresmo celebrated with a leaping fist 
pump when she broke serve in the next- 
tolast game, then finished with her 


No. 14 Dinara Safina, No. 22 Ai 
‘Sugiyama and No. 25 Marion Bartoli al- 


Juan Antonio Marin and Kenneth 
Carlsen failed fo snap long losing 
streaks. Marin fell to 0-17 in Grand Slam 
‘events — the worst record in the Open 
Era — when he lost to Carlos Moya 7-5, 
63, 63. Carksens skid at Roland Garros 
reached nine consecutive matches, dat- 
ing back to 1995, as he lost to Tim Hen- 
man, 63,64,46, 64. 

No. 3-seeded David Nalbandian de- 
feared Stanislas Wawrinka 6-2, 7-6 (5), 
6-4. No. 7 Tommy Robredo swept Tomas 
7b64,62,62. 

Washington kept Sharapova on the 
mun with shots into the comers and 
reached her first match point at 5-3. 
‘Sharapova calmly erased it with a fore- 
hand winner Washington held two 
more match points serving at 5-4, but 
lost the first with a backhand long, then 
los her las one when Sharapova 
‘whacked another forehand winner. 


sid. "I knew | 


6,62. 


Monaco breakthrough for Alonso 


MONTE CARLO-— THERE ISNT MUCH LEFT FOR FERNAN- 
do Alonso to accomplish in Formula One. 

He won the world tile last season at 24. He won in his na- 
tive Spain and got to give King Juan Carios a ride. 

‘And on Sunday he won the Monaco Grand Prix. 

"We did it,” Alonso said. 

The victory in Monte Carlo gave Alonso his second victory 
in a row, and his fourth this season. 

"This is a special place for any driver to win a race, for the 
history for what it represents to Formula One and because itis 
such a big challenge to get through the race with no mistakes," 
Alonso said. 

‘And with the quick start this season, there is the distinct pos- 
sibility of another season tide. "In seven races, four wins and 
three seconds isa perfect start,” he said 

In Sunday's race, Alonso was followed by Juan Pablo Mon- 
toya of Mclaren-Mercedes and David Coulthard of Red Bull. It 


was the first podium for Red Bull in an F1 race. 

Ironically it was a future Mclaren driver, a current McLaren. 
driver and a past McLaren driver on the podium. Alonso heads 
to Mclaren next year, and Coulthard won the Monaco race 
twice for McLaren. 

Rubens Barrichello in a Honda was fourth with Michael 
‘Schumacher of Ferrari fifth and Giancarlo Fisichella sixth in a 
Renault. 

The victory 12th of Alonso's career. He has 64 points with 
Schumacher on 43 going into the June 11 British Grand Prix. 
Raikkonen and Fisichella are ted for third with 27. 

‘Alonso's task was made easier when Kimi Raikkonen of 
McLaren, last year’s winner, dropped out and five-time Mona- 
со champion Schumacher was penalized before the race be- 


n. 
Alonso and Raikkonen were separated by less than a second 
through 50 laps when Raikkonen's engine gaveout. АР 


MARIA Sharapova serves to courageous 
American Mashona Washington. 


Hornish edges 
rookie Andretti 
for Indy 500 title 


INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA—POLESITTER SAM 
Hornish edged teen rookie Marco Andretti by 06 of a 
second Sunday, winning the 90th Indianapolis 500 in 
the second-closest finish in гасе history. Hornish, 
whose best finish in s prior Indys was 14th in 2001, 
overcame a pit stop penalty to outrace the grandson 
of racing legend Mario Andreti to the checkered flag 
in an all-American duel on the final straightaway. Hor- 
nish recovered from a penalty with 50 laps remaining 
atter he pulled away from a pit stop before the fuel 
hose had been disconnected, tearing the nozzle loose 
ast stuck inthe side of his car. He was forced back to 
the pits and punishment but тайер for a thrilling vic- 
tory over Andretti. АР 


ENGINEERING STUDENT KRIS- 
tian Ryan Cruz was content to be 
picked as one of the 50 finalists 
‘who went through a three day test 
of endurance and determination 
during the Marlboro Adventure. 
"Team trials in Tagaytay recently. 

All along, he thought his adven- 
ture ofa lifetime ended there, 

But organizers of this year's final 
test were impressed with the skills 
the 20-year-old Cruz showed in ne- 
gotiating tough trails on motorcy- 
Чез and quads, rappelling, 
trekking, and driving 4х6 jeeps on 
tough terrain, 

Nobody, except Cruz, was sur- 
prised when it was announced he. 


year 

“Lexpected them (selectors) to 
go for older guys, those in the 25- 
age range," Cruz said. "But I really 
tried my best.” 

Parokya ni Edgar bass player 
Buhawi Meneses, doctor Don Ben- 
jamin Serrano, businesswoman Di- 
апе Gretchen Basaca and call cen- 
ter coach Teodulfo Lumague Ш al- 
зо made itto the team which was 
given a sendoff party recently at Le 
Pavilion on Roxas Boulevard. 

The five emerged as the best 


Adventure 
of a lifetime for 
five MAT bets 


һай made this year’s MAT team 
that will experience 10 days of fun 
and adventure on the treacherous 
deserts of Moab, Utah, ater this 


from some 555,000 adventure- 
seekers who answered the call of 
Philip Monts Philippines Manufac- 
turing inc. to determine this years 
entries to the Moab adventure. The 
list was trimmed down to 2,000 af- 
ter the first screening. 

‘Aer interviews and tests, the 
list was further scaled down to the 


CHOSEN FEW: Buhawi Meneses, Don Serrano, Kristian Cruz, Teo 
Lumague and Diane Basaca (second to sixth from left) whoop it up 
with Marlboro brand manager Eric Carandang (left) and РМРМІ 
marketing director Maarten Kila during the recent sendoff party. 


the attributes needed to live 
through 10 days of adventure in the 
unforgiving landscape of Moab. 
“Again, we have achieved what 
the MAT has always wanted to 
achieve, and that is to come up 
with a team that underlines what 
adventure is, that out there is free- 


dom with nature." 


Marlboro brand manager Eric 
Carandang, for his part, said: “The 
finalists in Tagaytay are actually al- 
ready winners by themselves.” 
‘Young entrepreneur Basaca, one 
of only a few women among the fi- 
тайыз, echoed Cruz's sentiments. 
"We were treated equally (in the 
finals) and we all enjoyed it,” the. 
21-year-old Basaca said. "Is hard 
to think that you were in some 
kind of competition. ГЇ really train. 


hard for Utah” 


final SO aspirants who were given 
a taste of the adventure they will 
face in Moab through a three-day 
camp in Tagaytay. 

“What we sought are those who. 
have the spiri of adventure, cama- 
raderie, team play attitude and 
character” said PMPMI managing 
director Chris Nelson. "These are 


ers once in a lifetime. 


Meneses! passion for adventure 
had to takea backseat when 
Parokya ni Edgar started to stamp 
its mark on the local music scene 
more than a decade ago, This time, 
Meneses finally gets a chance to 
live his dream, a chance he consid- 


"The outdoors is my life,” the 
_ 29-year-old Meneses said. "Music 


got in the way; it became my pro- 
fession. This is. big chance for me 
to get back to the outdoors. I didn't 
expect to go to places like Utah. 

The Tagaytay camp was already a 
big thing for me. 

"isa big achievement. have. 
always wanted to raise the RP flag 
and represent the Philippines in 
any way” 

“This в unexplainable, the 
adrenalin is up my head,” said the 
ecstatic Lumague. "We're going to 
train more. didn't prepare that 
well for this, but for the US trip, 
we're going to train harder” 

Free time is rare for Serrano but 
heis already planning to spend 
more time out of the hospital and 
do more than just his usual light 
workout and jogging in the mom- 
ing to get in the best possible shape 
for Moab. 

“Tm so happy" Serrano said, 
“Look at all these people. All were 
good, all were very competitive, all 
‘were adventurous. I guess they 
saw something special in me. 
Maybe they saw my perseverance 
and the hard work did in all of the 
challenges.” 

For these five, Moab beckons, 
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Olympic Festival lures 7,000 athletes 


ABOUT 7,000 ATHLETES FROM 27 SPORTS 
will take part in the 19: Philippine Olympic 
Festival in venues all over the country from. 
June 18-25. 

‘Nueva Ecija hosts the Milo National Open in 
athletics; the Mindanao Civic Center in Tubod, 
Lanao del Norte, will be the venue of boxing; 
‘Tagaytay City will hold chess and sepak takraw 
events; while archery, canoe kayak and equestri- 
an will be held in Subic. 

Several national sports associations 
(NSAs) will use the event, backed by local 
government units (LGUs), either as qualifying 
for the coming 15th Asian Games in Doha, 
Qatar, or to simply discover new talents. 


DOWN AND OUT OF THE RACE 


маз fourth with Batong 
‘Santiago, Dixie The Younger, top favorite Milion 


“We are starting to build stronger ties with 
the LGUs,” said POC chair Robert Aventajado. 

Tomas Joson Ш, the Nueva Ecija governor, 
welcomed the chance to host athletics in his 
provinces newest pride—the multimillion 
peso Nueva Ecija Sports Complex. 

"Nueva Ecija has been a consistent source 
of great Filipino athletes," Joson said. “In fact 
we want to be among the main sources of ath- 
letic potentials." 

‘Tagaytay Mayor Abraham Tolentino said 
scenic Tagaytay aims to be the center not only 
ofchess but of other sports. 

“Everybody is welcome in Tagaytay City. 
We are actually inviting everybody here, not 


only chess and sepak takraw,” Tolentino said. 

А part of the country’s observance of the 
founding of the World Olympic Movement 
and the International Olympic Committee, 
the inaugural edition of the Philippine 
Olympic Festival will have 27 sports to be 
played simultaneously. 

ther sports slated: quai (Trace Colle, Lagura). amis 
(SM Рамен), badminton (Fizal Memor, baseball (MSC) 
Teste agg Cy), lans (АМ), bowing (PBC), Dragon 
Boat aye) fencing (Fencing На+Р5О), оба! (rina, 
и (Väamor, grmeostcs (noy ino Sadum). udo (ТВА) 
arated ВА, ронена (Robinsonis Piace, Cas ble ten- 
тв SM Mani dvondo (MSO), waging (Psp) 


Chan gives RP high mark as b'minton host 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE PHILIPPINES PASSED ITS FIRST LITMUS 
test as an international badminton host with 
flying colors. 

"This was how national head coach Errol Chan 
assessed the countrys hosting of the recent Bingo 
Bonanza Philippine Open championships where 
the Filipino shutters performed creditably 
against the best in the world. 

“Though the country’s bets could muster only a 
runner-up finish courtesy of world-ranked Ken- 
nie and Kennevic Asuncion in the mixed dou- 


bles—the 19 others failed to go beyond the sec- 
ond round—Chan said it was still а commend: 
able finish for all the RP shuttlers. 

"Three years ago our players won't even be 
able to score in this kind of tournament," said 
Chan ofthe four-star championships which 
marked the first бте the Philippines was includ- 
ed in the tough Intemational Badminton Federa- 
tion circuit. 

‘The Asuncions outdid themselves, barging in- 
to the finals after sensational victories against 
Japanese and indonesian foes, including 2000 
Sydney Olympics silver winner Tri Kusharjamto 


and Minar Timur. 

Their run ended after the Filipinos, the only 
IBFranked players, ost to Thailand's Sudket Pra- 
pakamol and Saralee Thoungthongkam, 21-18, 
21-16, in the championship match last Sunday. 

Stil, Chan remained optimistic that the coun- 
ry can sustain its badminton progress as he lined 
тра string of international exposure for the na- 
tional team. 

Chan said he has selected the young players 
who will soon take part in tournaments in Singa- 
pore, Chinese Taipei, Macau, Viemam and 


Licet ade a 


LOCAL executives and sportsmen join hands in the staging of the first 
Olympic Festival. From left, Lanao del Norte Gov. Imelda Quibranza- 
Dimaporo, POC president Jose Cojuangco Jr POC chair Robert 
‘Aventajado, Tagaytay Mayor Bambol Tolentino and Nueva Ecija 
provincial board member Edward Joson. 


Teener tops Palaui 
aquathlon; De Leon 
rules women’s race 


By Melvin Gascon 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


SANTA ANA, CAGAYAN—A 14- 
year-old triathlete from Laguna 
ruled Saturday's Speedo Palaui Is- 
land Aquathlon Challenge here. 

Jerome Reluya of the Laguna 
Mako Sharks team of Los Bafios 
outlasted 46 other triathletes from 
all over the country to capture over- 
all honors. 

Reluya conquered the 6-kilome- 
tercourse in 47 minutes and 46 sec- 
onds. 

Pol Reyes, 37, came in second in 
48:37 while Leian Cruz was third 
with a time of 0:49:43. 

The course involved а 2.5-km 
mountain run up to the historic 
Engano lighthouse at 93 meters 
above sea level, through Palaui’s 
old-growth forest, а km swim and 
another 2.5-km run, again scaling 
the Engano lighthouse and down to 
the finish line at the Engano beach. 

“it was tough, especially the 
climb,” Reluya said. "But it was 
wonderful and exhilarating once 
уош get to the lighthouse at the top 
of the hill because of the beautiful 
view of the sea and the island from 
upthere.” 

The Reluyas made it a family af- 
fair as Jerome's twin brother 
Joseph, placed seventh, with their 
father, Ronnie, placing third in the 
45-50 age group. 


‘Topping the women's category 
was 31-year-old Ani de Leon, а 
member of the national triathlon 
team that participated in the last 
Southeast Asian Games, who timed 
49:49. 

Set on the Cape Engano cove, 
the event intends to promote Palaui 
Island as an eco-tourism destina- 
tion, as officials here said it could 
easily rival Boracay Island in Aklan 
asa prime summer destination. 

The aquathlon challenge, the 
second to be held in this town, was 
organized by the provincial govem- 
ment of Cagayan, the Cagayan Eco- 
nomic Zone Authority the Triathlon 
Association of the Philippines and 
other sponsors. 

‘Other age group champions in 
the men's division of the event also 
supported by Herbalife, Asian Cen- 
tre for Insulation Phils. were Joseph 
Reluya (15 and below), Miguel 
Ferido (20-24), Joseph De Vera (30- 
34), Ed Ticzon (35-39), Loi Rafols 
(40-44), Ironman veteran Mark 
Houle (45 to 49) and Chito Noel 
(S0 and above). 

In the women's side, Patricia 
Baybayan was tops in the 15 and 
below, Mimi Opulencia took the 20 
to 24 group, Pinky Pahud emerged 
champion in the 25 to 29 while Ro- 
laine Pardola ruled the 40 to 44 
group in the race that projected the 
natural and unspoiled beauty of 
Palui Island. 
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‘Gay na ba kayo?’ 


AS А МОМ (BUT NOT A STAGE MOTHER), I 
am more than proud that my gay son IC is in 
the cast of "Manay Po." What better vehicle. 
could there be for his "comeback" than a 
movie that's all about the joys and woes of be- 
ing homosexual? 

"The story centers on а mothers (Cherry Pie Pi- 
cache) acceptance of her three gay sons. 

"Mother gay 2" 

ICwon a Best Child Acor award many years ago. 
Now, hes no longer a child and has turned into ап 
"gres T asked his costars John Prats, Polo 
Ravales and Jiro Manio (who ай play bading in the 
film) what they would be like if they were gay in real 
We. 


John said, “ work crossdress but Til wear a linie 
makeup. I want to be the gil in the relationship, 
who's pampered and ай” 

Polo replied, 1 want my papa to be faithful. ML 
——— тше sure Tm а decent 
and respectable gay” 

Jio confessed, "ТЇ be 
the kikay type who dress- 
es up like a real woman 
fiom head to foot” 

Gay na ba kayo for 
“Manay Po" tomorrow? 
Emotionally chal- 
lenging 
AFTER the success of 
“Dama,” GMA Network is 
bound to continue con- 
quering the hearts of the 
viewers in the fiseever 
ТУ series about the well 
loved Pinoy superhero, Captain Barbell. It basa mod- 
етап futuristic plot and setting. 

Topbiled by Richard Gutierrez, who plays the 
dual role of the mighty Captain Barbell and his alter 
ego Teng. Richard says his role in “Sugo” was physi- 
cally demanding but Captain Barbell is emotionally 
challenging. 

"hs Teng and Captain Barbell, Fm required ro show 


Dorty 
Моор 


Dolly Апп 
Carvajal 


an extreme range of emotions—from а softie to a 
toughie" 

‘And who s his re toe hero? 

“My dad and mom хаце their support makes 
the impossible possible for me," Richard says. 

Captain Barbell is ош to procaim that every good- 
hearted Pinoy (just lke Richards folks) is worthy of 
hero worship. 


Us 


1СОВМЕАЕР LJ Reyes and asked, "What pasalubong 
did you bring Alfred Vargas and Mike Tan from the 
'US?" (She flew to New Jersey recently to renew her 
green card) She blushed and said, "1 got a Quick Si 
ver jacket for Alfred, chocolates for Mike" teased 
her "So that means Alfred is more sperial than 
Mike?" She laughed. “Alfred is on diet so I couldnt 
give him. chooolares” 

Perhaps she already provides the sweetness in Al- 
fred’ life. Who needs chocolates, indeed? 
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To leave the nest, 
some men just 
need a little push. 


A Deadly Cop. 
A A Dangerous Criminal. ^ 
l Who will be the last man standing? — 
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break the code. 
witness the most controversial 


movie of the year! 


Ron Howard 
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* metro east * * pioneer 
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MTRCB Rating: R-18 


For SCREENING SCHEDULES, 
pis call our CINEMA ACCESS: 


us: www robinsonsmovieworld.com 


WELCOME to MANILA!!! 


.IT WILL ENTIRELY TOUCH 
YOUR HEART AND SOUL.” 


7...THE ULTIMATE MESSAGE OF 
HOPE THAT IS GENUINE AND 
STIRRING.” — 2x коло ти мате сом 


7..A CAPTIVATING МОШЕ THAT 
MAKES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND 


ERY.” Senin спат солмас сом 
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nom 
*Gay na ba 
kayo?’ == 


Still groping 
1EGGED Toni Gonzaga 
to let me in on the latest 
between Sam Milby 
and her She smiled and 
зай, “There are days 
‘when both of us are very 
talkative and times when. 
мете both quiet. Were 
яй groping, but also en- 
joying. Ikeeptelling Sam 

1 just to go with the Bow. 
Hes the type who wont 
text if 1 dont text first. 
Nakikiramdam siya. Un- 
Же most Amboys, hes 
mo the aggressive 
type—which is fine with 
z 


So whats keeping 
them from taking their. 
relationship to the next 
level? Toni said, "I know 
a lot of giris wanna be 
Samis gri Hes defintely 
boyfriend material but 1 
‘wanna take itslow" 

Slow slow slow but 
isa go gogo... 


Heart jog 

JERICHO Rosales and 
Heart Evangelista were 
spotted twice jogging in 
Salcedo Park at around 1 
am. Maybe the lovers 
want to avoid gawking 
passers-by so they opted 
tojogatsuchan ungodly 
hour Love and jogging 
are both good for the 
heart, anyway. 


Rico's bro 
1BUMPED into my long- 
Jost friend Bobby Yan. 1 
asked about how his 
love lie these days. He 
зай, Ч swear by my 
brother Rico's grave that 
Thaveno girlfiend now" 
How emphatic! Hope- 
filly Rico can help Bob- 
bys heart come to life 
again. 
Where's the prize? 
j POOR Frenchie Dy! She 
won "Sar in A Million” 
two yeas ago. But 
whats this 1 heard that, 
to this day she has not 
received her prizes yet 
(recording contract and 
a house)? Worse, she 
was booted from 'AS- 
AP" Did the donors and 
production people do a 
“French leave” оп 
Frenchie? 


June's 


Music maverick 
MUSIC Maverick Ricky 
Tlacad is the new presi- 
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WHOSE. SIDE WILL YOU BE ON? 


a> MEM 


THE LAST STAND 


WWW. XMENSTHEMOVIE.COM 


NOW SHOWING AT A 


Watch at SM Cinema and 
be part of the gang! 


Enjoy your movie watching with 
Over The Hedge Movie Meal 
Exclusively available at all 

SM Cinema Snack Bars 
nationwide 


RED CARPET PREMIERE 


TONIGHT at 7:30 p.m. 
SM Megamall Cinema 10 


Regular showing starts MAY 31 


LIVE ON CUE 


JUNE 23, 2006 
FRIDAY 
CINEMA 9 + 8:30 РМ 


Tickets at (P180, P280, P380) 
Tickets available at TICKETWORLD 891-5610/ 891-9999. 


GALLERIA 


1 X-MEN 3+ THX 
1210 230 450 710 830 
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www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts fr volume purchases! 
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4 4 WATCH THE FINAL CHAPTER OF THE MUTANT SAGA атрро каш 
АТ GATEWAY CINEPLEX 10 & ALI MALL CINEMAS 


MUCHISSIMAS gracias to Enchanted Kingdoms Sir 
Mon, Dennis Cruz and my cool friend Mike Crisolo- 

BERE ПО go. Its not only the magic of EK that stays with me 
but your kindness as well 
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Japan lifts freeze on РАВ in grants, loans; 


Pledges up to $800M 
in new yen credits 
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(See stockmarket report on Page 82) 
Stocks down 


on interest rate fears 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.76- 
percent lower yesterday, slip- 
ping back after sharp gains on 

Friday on concerns the central bank may 

ralse key interest rates later this week, deal- 

ers said. 
этоскз/в2 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT 
has lifted the freeze on some P4 
billion in grants and yen loans 
after holding their release since 
2001 due to a row on the non- 
payment of Japanese contrac- 
tors doing business in the Philip- 
pines. 


This was reported by House Speaker Jose 
de Venecia, who flew back to Manila from 
‘Tokyo late yesterday, who said Japan has like- 


Digitel sees 
profit in 2007 


By Abigail L. Ho 


GOKONGWELLED DIGITAL TELECOMMUNI- 
cations Philippines Inc. (Digitel) expects to 
post a profit next year after suffering losses 
these past years due mainly to the rollout of 
its cellular network. 

In an interview on the sidelines of yester- 
day's stockholders’ meeting, Digitel vice chair 
James Go expressed confidence that “in- 
creased subscriber base because of our good 
network, good coverage, good service” would 
bring the company in the black by 2007. 

‘The company had already showed signs of re- 
covery, posting a net income of P43.2 million in 
the first quarter—a reversal of-the-P451 3-mil- 
lion loss it registered in the same period last year. 
Since 2002, Digitel had been in the red, with 
losses reaching almost P2.1 billion in 2004. 


wise agreed to provide ап additional 
5600-5800 million in fresh loans intended for 
poverty-alleviation programs and infrastruc- 
ture projects. 

Inatelephone call before leaving Japan, De 
Venecia described as “highly successful" his 
meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Ju- 
nichiro Koizumi on Monday, capping his 
six-day official visit. 

De Venecia was accompanied by spouse Gi- 
na, Deputy Speaker for Visayas Raul del Mar 
and Representatives Junie Cua, Jack Duavit 
and Antonio Diaz. Besides Tokyo, they also 
visited the cities of Kyoto, Nara and Nagoya. 

He said Japanese Finance Minister 
Sadakazu Tanigaki informed him last Thurs- 
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WB URGES DEV'T COUNTRIES 
‘Get tough on corruption’ 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


TOKYO—CORRUPTION 15 SEEN 
gnawing on the building blocks of in- 
frastructure especially in poor coun- 
tries, but in a world where public sec- 
tor intervention is still necessary, top. 
development planners present an ш 
gent case for higher policy accot 
ability and transparency. 

‘At the opening of the two-day An- 
nual Bank Conference on Develop- 
ment Economics (ABCDE) organized 
by the World Bank and Japan's Min- 
istry of Finance, concerns about cor- 
ruption, its consequences and possi- 
ble remedies were discussed lengthily 
during the sessions at the Mita Con- 


ference Hall here. 

In his opening speech, World Bank 
group president Paul Wolfowitz 
urged about a thousand ABCDE par- 
ticipants—consisting of policy-mak- 
ers, economists, academicians as well 
as representatives from business, me- 
dia and civil society—to "get tough 
and stay tough on corruption." 

"This requires vigilance not only on 
bank-financed projects, where our 
fiduciary responsibility to sharehold- 
ers demands high accountability but 
also in broader country and global 
environments in-which we operate,” 
Wolfowitz said. 

“Ordinary people will not fully 
benefit from new infrastructure pro- 
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jects such as roads if, as in the сазё of 
certain projects in Asia, the improved 
access is accompanied by informal 
levies or charges that raise trans- 
portation costs back to previous lev: 
els,” he said. 

In his own opening address, Fi- 
nance Minister Sadakazu Tanigaki 
reminisced that during the 19905, it 
was the prevailing thought that pri 
vate capital should be a main source: 
of infrastructure investments even in: 
developing countries. ^ 

"However, the necessity of public 
sector involvement has been recog- 
nized again, and it became necessary 
to further develop the concept of pub- 
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driver to move over 


100m 


IN CASE YOU WERE WONDERING 
why there was no article last week, 
we were moving house. It was total- 
ly unexpected because we had been 
Jiving there for eight years but the 
‘town hall suddenly decided that 
Jour farrow street needed widen- 
‘ing. 
Sie studied the plans and if we 
had stayed, then within three 
months there would have been 
two jeepneys and three tricycles 
passing through our living room 
very 30 seconds. My wife seemed 
‘somewhat disconcerted about this 
"более decided to move out. 

recent months, the place had 
‘become infested with termites, The 
fact that it was the end of my 
daughters term-mite have acceler- 
‘ated the.process. Also there were 
1о of ipis in the kitchen and I was 
unable to find the ipis-center. 

"Тоо mean to call Lipat Bahay, my 
"wife loaded the fumiture on my 
jethanol-powered amphibious tri- 
‘cycle. It took many journeys to 

omplete the move and my tricycle 

roke down under the strain. For- 
‘tunately, I was able to exchange it 
for a solar-powered hang glider 
‘but it doesn't work at night. 

Determined to prevent a recur- 
тепсе, we pitched our tent in a 
large field in Camp Crame. It is 
‘only used for target practice so 
"we should not be disturbed too 
‘much. The only problem is the 
midday heat. It is in tents. 

Congratulations to the three 
Filipinos who reached the sum- 
"mit of the world's highest moun- 
tain, whereupon they had to 'ave- 
a-rest. On reaching the peak, they 
(found a note in Tagalog saying, 
"You have now reached level 1. If 
you can make it up to level 10, 
‘you will find the budget deficit.” 

А broker carrying mining cer- 
stifcates, and a dozen rolls of toi- 
Jet paper, got stuck in a revolving 
door and got wiped out. 

It has been a brutal three 
weeks since I sent out my SELL 
Signal in the INqumem and my 


Debt default 
won’t affect 
Steniel plan 


STENIEL MANUFACTURING 
Corp. yesterday said the recent an- 
nouncement of its creditor banks 
that the paper products maker was 
in default of P690 million in debts 
would not hamper the proposed 
management buyout of the firm. 

Steniel president Genesis Gol- 
di D. Golingan said that Steniel is 
setto meet with banks to propose 
a business plan and ways to repay 
its debts. 

Ina separate disclosure yester- 
day, Steniel said that manage- 
ment decided to extend an offer 
of its own to its parent firm Ste- 
niel (Belgium) Holdings NV in or- 
der to stave off growing uncer- 
tainty within the company. 

Creditor banks led by 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co., 
Chinatrust Commercial Bank and 
Bank of the Philippine Islands last 
week declared Steniel in default 
of debts worth at least P690 mil- 
Шоп. Elizabeth. Sanchez 


Traders get 
2-month 
reprieve 


LOCAL EXPORTERS ONLY HAVE 
two months before they get to 
feel the brunt of the Customs Bro- 
ker Law—a measure they claim 
that is bound to wipe them out. 

Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr., president 
of the Philippine Exporters Con- 
federation, said small exporters 
have been processing on their 
‘own their export papers at no 
added cost to government. 

But with the full implementa- 
tion of the law, that may all 
change for the exporters will be 
required to use customs brokers. 


The owners of mostlysmallen- | 


terprises will continue to press 
for changes to the law before it 
takes effect on July 21, 

Ortiz-Luis said that if exporters 
were to have their way, they 
would want the BOC to leave 
them alone since the processing 
of export documents was revenue 
neutral and did not need the ser- 
vices of licensed brokers. 

"Tbe requirement creates а new 
layer. of red tape because of the 
needto get the signature of customs 
brokers for every export shipment," 
hesaid. Ronnel W. Domingo 


newsletter. During this period, 
the market fell 373 points, virtu- 
ally non-stop. The main reason 
маз a decision by overseas fund 
managers to sell massive 
amounts of stocks in all emerging 
markets. 

The Indian Sensitive index 
dropped 10 percent in a day be- 
fore trading was halted and in 
three days, $914 million worth of 
securities were sold. In South Ko- 
rea, $1.54 billion of securities 
were sold in a week. There was a 
one-day fall of 6 percent in Rus- 
sia, 4 percent in Mexico and 2-3 
pereent falls daily in practically 
every Asian market. 

They decided that it was time to 
get out of risky investments and 
Баск to the safety of US treasury 
bonds so we had a global melt- 
down. Starting in Japan, Russia, 
Mexico and China, the tsunami fi- 
nally reached the Philippines on 
Wednesday when the Phisix tum- 
bled 94 points. By this time, the 
risk factor had declined from 100 
to only 4. The next day, the index 
fell another 23 points to 2,229 and 
the risk factor was down to 1. 

At that point, I wrote that the 
fall had completely erased the pre- 
vious rise and that we were back 
to the support level. I told readers 
to wait for the market to stabilize 
and the next morning, it opened 
strongly. In technical terms, the 
bottom spiked up, a comparative- 
ly rare occurrence. It is more nor- 
mal for the market to consolidate 
after such a loss of confidence but 
there were special factors at work. 

‘The banks have been selling 
about P300 billion of peso-de- 
nominated unit trusts to investors. 
They bought the underlying 5- to 
10-year bonds, when prices were 
low and yields were high. So ini- 
tially, as yields declined, prices 
went up, giving investors a return 
well into double digits. About а 
month ago, I wrote in my newslet- 
ter that interest rates had hit the 
bottom of the cycle and that hold- 
ers of long-dated bonds should 
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sell and take their profits. 

‘The very next day, BSP Gover- 
nor Tetangco made an almost 
identical observation and since 
then, bonds have been falling day 
by day. Eventually, investors re- 
deemed sizeable amounts and 
the banks were forced to sell 
stocks to raise cash. This caused 
the final dramatic sell off. If the 
selling has now ended, we should 
see some recovery but do not for 
see a return to the previous high 
of 2,202 any time soon. 

‘The dramatic fall in commodi- 
ties such as copper and gold caused 
extraordinary volatility in mining 
shares. Analysts are divided as to 
what will happen next. Some feel 
that the commodity “bubble” has 
burst while others, including me, 
feel that while the correction might 
mot have ended, there will ulti- 
mately be a recovery so long as 
China maintains its 10-percent 
growth rate. There is an imbalance 
of demand and supply, a situation. 
that cannot be readily remedied. 

While nearly all the metals are 
industrial, gold is in a different 
category. Из use in dentistry and 
medicine is negligible; it is basi- 
cally in demand as jewelry by In- 
dia, China, France and Arabic 
countries. The latter group wants 
to protect themselves against a 
declining dollar: And in times of 
inflation or uncertainty, gold is 
the safe haven of choice. 

The US is growing at 5.3 per- 
cent, an extremely high rate forthe 
world's largest economy. There are 
some signs of inflation and this 
might worsen after the passing of a 
bill to allow illegal immigrants to 
obtain legal status. Business has 
‘welcomed the flood of Mexicans as 


they work for sub-minimum wages 
and have no security or welfare 
benefits. Once they become legal 
US citizens, their employers will ei- 
ther prune the workforce or pay 
them the minimum rate plus bene- 
fits, which will increase the hourly 
pay rate. 

Japan, the world’s second- 
biggest economy, has had six con- 
secutive months of rising con- 
sumer spending and has officially 
declared the seven-year recession 
over. With India growing at 7.3 
percent and Europe recovering, I 
do not see а global recession. 

In the United States, earnings 
have grown at double-digit rates 
for 11 consecutive quarters but are 
now expected to slow to 8 or 9 per- 
cent for the rest of the year. This 
may not be sufficient to maintain 
some of the higher Price/Earnings 
ratios. Coupled with fears of fur- 
ther rate hikes, Wall Street may 
have a listless summer 

Our own economy is disap- 
pointing. The BIR, which ac- 
counts for 70 percent of ће па- 
tion’s revenue, has fallen short of 
its target by P7.7 billion to date. 
and the government is willing to 
subsidize further oil price in- 
creases up to P5 billion. In order 
to keep the deficit on target, the 
government had no option but to 
cut spending on infrastructure, 
This is bad for the economy and 
Fitch Ratings stated that out of 96 
countries, our rate-of-revenue to 
GDP was one from the bottom. 
They saw no likelihood of an u 
date in the near future and their 
lengthy statement, published last 
Saturday, is critical of the way 
that tax is collected. 

The Treasury will probably re- 
ject all bids next month as the 
government has plenty of cash 
and will not want to pay the high- 
er rates that the banks will de- 
mand. Our exports have been 
steadily declining over the past 
six years and now represent less 
than 2 percent of the Asian re- 
gion. mrbearbull2hotmail.com. 


SAY WHAT YOU WILL ABOUT 
the man, but that most famous 
balikbayan of them all—the man 
who reinvented himself as Mark 
Jimenez—did not have to do it 

He had no obligation whatso- 
‘ever to the victims of the educa- 
tion plan companies in trouble, 
Yet he reportedly gave P50 million. 
to the families of PPI plan holders. 

Precisely, the obligation 
should go to the stockholders of 
such companies as Pacific Plans 
Inc. (PPI). 

‘And PPI, mind you, is part of 
the multibillion-peso conglomer- 
ate of taipan Alfonso Yuchengeo, 
the founder of the bank RCBC. 

‘At least, Jimenez can pay for 
the school expenses of the poor- 
est of the 34,000 kids of the PPI 
plan holders for this school year. 

But how the same families can 
raise the money next year, is still 
anybody's guess at this point 
Hopefully, other Jimenezes will 
come out. Hopefully! 

Reports moreover said that 
Jimenez even shouldered the 
P340,000 in bail bonds for the of- 
ficials of the so-called Parents En- 
abling Parents (PEP) Coalition, 

‘That's the noisy group of PPI 
plan holders, demanding that 
the Yuchengco conglomerate 
pay for all the school expenses 
ofthe PPI plan holders, no mat- 
ter how high the tuition may get 
now and in the future, 

They argue, perhaps correct- 
1y, that the Yuchengeo group has 
a moral, if not legal, obligation 
tothe public. 

Recently, however, the Yucheng- 
co group sued officials of the РЕР 
Coalition for libel. Thus they need- 
ed to postbail bonds amounting to 
P340,000 for all of them. 

And so the poor guys, instead 
of getting the money from the 
Yuchengco conglomerate for 
school expenses this year, had to 
raise money to stay out of jail. 

What do we have here? At first, 
the plan holders gave their money 
to PPI in retum for a promise. You 


Mark my world 


know—PPI would send their kids 
to school no matter what! 

‘That promise has never been 
fulfilled. What's more, as a treat 
to the plan holders who dared 
tospeak up, they must now face 
court cases. Nicel 

How about working on a set- 
tement fair to both sides 
please? 

There are those in business 
who may sneer at the gesture of 
Jimenez. After all the man reaped 
a lot of flak for unsavory business 
tactics during the time of the тап 
named Band ... Wrist Band. 

The former congressman was 
said to have been a trusted (per- 
haps even the TOP) deal maker 
of Wrist Band during his shore 
two-year term. He was said to 
have made a pile at that time. 

And so this time what in the 
‘world did Mark Jimenez expect to 
gain, financially or what not, from 
helping those poor plan holders? 

Alright—it could be publicity! 

The former congressman al- 
ready made waves in media 
about his extradition case to the 
United States, sponsored by по 
less than this cute administra- 
tion of Gloriaetra. 

Supposedly, as this cute ad- 
ministration argued — then, 
Jimenez had to serve the prison 
term for his crime of donating too 
much money to US politicians. 

‘And so if he really loves giv- 
ing away money, maybe he 
thought that he may as well 
give it to those desperate own- 
ers of useless education plans, 
And that’s bad? 

If, based on the Palace media 

BIR Commissioner Jose 
Mario Bufiag is on the way out, 


allegedly for the BIR's failure to 
hit its collection target for a 
month—for a freaking ONE 
SINGLE month—then who will 
take his place? 

Lately, the boys of Gloriaetta 
are beside themselves trying to 
smear Bufiag. 

The man, after all, only hap- 
pens to be the only BIR chief 
who, being a tax expert in his pri- 
vate law practice, is a member of 
the prestigious Tax Management 
‘Association ofthe Philippines. 

All the other commissioners 
were just collectors, period. 

Now, word goes around that 
this cute administration plans 
to use the BIR position as pay- 
ment for some political debts. 

One of the "candidates," ap- 
parently, is former Bureau of 
Customs employee Jun Santia- 
go, the husband of Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago, the aunt of 
one of the Palace boys of Glori- 
aetta, none other than Secretary 
Michael Defensor, who has been 
moving from one position to an- 
other in the past four years. 

Jun Santiago, among other 
things, is famous for a game 
called “sabong.” 

His knowledge about and ex- 
perience in taxation may never- 
theless be comparable to his 
fighting cocks. 

Allright, with its finances in 
disarray, this cute administra- 
tion wants to raise more rev- 
enues. Please don't look at us 
down here in my barangay. 

For one, during the time of 
Wrist Band, the BIR filed 
charges of tax evasion against 
an insurance tycoon. 

Supposedly, the company of 
the tycoon did not remit to the 
BIR documentary stamp tax 
worth atleast P800 million. 

Again, that’s P800 million. In 
another place and time, thats 
enough to send the tycoon to 
Jail fora mighty long time. 

So what happened to the court 
case—buried and forgotten? 


Japan lifts freeze on P4B in 


From page Bl 
day in a brief meeting that "the 
way is now open for the restora- 
tion" of the grants and the com- 
mercial yen loan packages follow- 
ing the Philippine government's 
settlement of some P70 million 
due to Japanese companies. 

‘The delegation also had a 
30-minute meeting last Friday 
with Kyosuke Shinozawa, gover- 


nor of the Japan Bank for Interna- 
tional Cooperation, source of the 
yen packages that had been sus- 
pended since 2001, 

De Venecia said the restoration 
of the annual yen packages would 
be major sources of capital funds 
for the Philippines as these had 
30-40 years’ repayment at less 
than 1-percent interest a year. 

The yen loans could fund 


grants, loans 


"massive infrastructure building 
and development and various 

ilippine anti-poverty programs 
leading to the creation of thou- 
sands of jobs," he said, 

"The delegation has had а full 
schedule, including bilateral meet- 
ings with Speaker Yohei Kono at 
the Japanese Diet (Parliament) 
and the Japan-Philippines Pali 
mentarians Friendship League. 
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528220 
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0.024556 


1000000 
0008872 
1.857100 
0.128946 
0.815328 
0.903669 
0.833072 
0757576 
2553576 
0.266638. 
0681074 
0000108 
0026078 
0.272331 
1278100 

171372 
0.446828 
0170742 
0021829 
0.274725 
0089985 
0535082 
0153393 
0001058 
0.031262 


Stocks down ... 


From page BI 

"They said rising oil prices and a 
weaker peso may prod the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas to lift rates, 
ahead of another potential rise in 
US interest rates later next month. 

The composite index shed 
17.50 points to 2,282.89 after 
moving between 2,278.85 and 
2,310.19. Volume ^ reached 
723.17 million shares worth 
PLO2 billion, Losers outnum- 
bered galners 39 to 34, with 43 
stocks closing flat. 

The broader all-shares index 
fell 7.54 points to 1,429.87. 

"Last Friday's recovery was just a 
technical bounce, which cannot be 
sustained as concems over rising in- 
terest rates remain,” said Nestor 


Aguila of DA Market Securities, 

АВ Capital Securities said, in a 
note to clients, the BSP may 
crease its benchmark overnight 
rates at its policy meeting on 
Thursday, after keeping them 
steady for seven straight months. 

Property firms fell on worries 
that higher interest rates would 
dampen real estate sales, 

Bucking the downtrend, min- 
ing counters continued to shine 
after metal prices rose in US trad- 
ing Friday following sharp losses 
earlier in the week. 

"There is a school of thought 
that metals will continue to be a 
good hedge against inflation and 
many investors believe that," said 
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i с BUSINESS : 
Oil producers urged to invest in education, bonds ' 


B: 


To avoid 70s woe where excess money lent to developing countries led to debt crises 


By Abigail L. Ho 


INSTEAD OF JUST KEEPING THEIR PETRO- 
dollars in banks, Asian economies are en- 
couraging oil-producing countries to chan- 
nel these into education-related initiatives 
that will have a lasting effect on the oil in- 
dustry, as well as to Asian bonds that can be 
used to bankroll development projects in the 
region. 

Coming off а recent meeting with various 
foreign ministers in Qatar, Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla related that the reinvestment 
of petrodollars in Asian economies was one of 
the issues they discussed, in light of the rising 
prices of oil in the world market these past 
two years. 

“I think that's a very important point be- 
cause right now, due to the higher prices of 
oil, we are experiencing the same phe- 
nomenon that occurred in the 70s, where you 
have petrodollars floating out there and, of 
course, they would have to find some place to 
be invested in," he told reporters. 

Petrodollars refer to the money that oil ex- 
porters get from from selling crude oil, which 
are deposited in Western banks. 

In the 70s and 80s, bulk of the surplus 
petrodollars were deposited in American and 
European banks, and subsequently lent to oil- 
importing developing countries. This con- 
tributed to Latin America’s debt crisis. 

"We need to learn our lessons from the 
past. The oil-producing countries have actual- 
ly far greater alternatives on how to invest 
their money now than in the 70s, because 
there are things they can actually invest in," 
Lotilla said. 

Lotilla said that as some of the biggest oil 
consumers in the world—China and In- 
dia—were in Asia, it would make sense for 
oil-producing countries to reinvest their 
petrodollars in the region. 

"These investments could come in the form 
of education-related initiatives that would 
help oil-consuming countries produce skilled 
‘workers who could eventually contribute to 
the oil sector, he said. 

He said Saudi Arabia specifically, for exam- 
ple, could invest its petrodollars in education 
in the country, as the Philippines supplied a 
large number of skilled workers to the world’s 


‘Get tough ... 


From page BI 
licprivate parer- 
ships, fully reflecting 
the past experience," 
Tanigaki said. 

But the finance 
minister said debates 
on quite a number of 
issues in infrastruc- 
ture — development 
had sprung, includ- 
ing as to whether 
donor support had 
simply left "white 
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oil giant. 

"That way, we can tailor-fit the kind of 
people that we produce for the particular 
needs of the oil-producing economies that 
need them. For instance, if basic Arabic lan- 
guage skills are necessary, then they can be 
incorporated into the curricula," he ex- 
plained. 

If not in education-related initiatives, he 
said Asian bonds could be floated to “absorb 
some of the excess petrodollars. 

The proceeds of the bond flotation could 
then be used by Asian economies to bankroll 
various development projects in the region, 
he said, 

He declined to give further details on the 
‘Asian bonds, however, saying the Department 
of Finance would have to be the one to flesh 
out that proposal. 
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elephants” behind, or 
whether enough at- 
tention was given to 
adverse environmen- 
tal and social im- 
pacts. 

A paper titled “In- 
frastructure for 
Growth: Emerging 
Issues” presented by 
World Bank senior 
economic adviser An- 
tonio Estache cited 
surveys showing that 
the poorer a country 
was, the bigger the 
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corruption problem 
in infrastructure. 

Не cited four main 
directions pushed by 
researchers over the 
last 20 years to stamp 
out this problem of 
corruption: Privati- 
zation, boosting reg- 
ulation and related 
processes, increased 
decentralization and 
adoption of a partici 
patory process in the 
selection, implemen- 
tation and supervi- 
sion of projects. 

But the economist 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL 


KHOLDERS' MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that the 2006 Annual Stockholders’ Meeting 
‘of EEI CORPORATION will be held on June 09, 2006, at 10:00 A.M. at 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue cor. Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati 


бо consider and act upon the following matters: 
‘of Sending of Notices and Quorum. 


‘Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Stockholders’ Meeting 
held on June 17, 2005, 
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Now Arrival 990 


Chairman and CEO's Repor/Review of Operations. 
а. 2005 Highlights. 
b. Outlook for 2006 
i. Approval of the Annual Report and Ratification of the 
‘Actions of the Board of Directors/Otticers. 
Election of Directors. 
i. Appointment of External Auditors. 
"Transaction of other business which may come belore the 
meotng. 
‘Adjournment. 
The Board of Directors has fixed the close of business on March 31, 
2006 as the record date for the purpose of determining the Company's 
‘stockholders entitled to notice, and to vole at, the said meeting. 
Stockholders who cannot attend the meeting but would like to be 
represented thereat, should accomplish the proxy form which have 
‘been mailed to them together with the Agenda, Information Statement, 
апа Annual Report, and return the same to the Office of the Crorporata 
‘Secretary not later than 24 hours before the meeting, for validation of 
proxies entitled to voto. 
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also agreed that the 
world could not live 
without public sector 
participation in infras- 
tructure development, 
especially in passenger 
transport as well as 
‘water and sanitation. 
"Private — invest 
ment is needed but 
not a full substitute 
to other sources," Es- 
tache said, noting the. 
world had gone over 
the "illusion of priva- 
tization” harbored in 
the 1990s. He noted 
that telecommunica- 
tion was the only util- 
ity sector which had 
successfully attracted 
huge private invest- 
ment over the years. 
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H 
4 | RIZALINA LOMOTAN- PAULINO | 


of Malolos, Bulacan 


MESSAGE OF THANKS 
We, the family of the late 


HUDSON O. CHUA 


July 11, 1966 — May 13, 2006 


express our heartfelt gratitude to those who condoled 
with us; offered masses and prayers; sent flowers, 
cards and messages of sympathy; gave donations; 
visited and kept vigil; attended the funeral rites and 
memorial services; and who, in countless ways, helped 
and comforted us during our moment of bereavement. 


Passed away in the Grace of our Lord on 
May 26, 2006 at the age of 58. 


Her bereaved husband, Reynaldo; children: 
Rommel & Gem, Leslie & Carly, Alex, and 
Maricon; grandchildren: Pot-Pot, Paula, 
Paulo & Chia; brothers: Arnold, Danny, Sip, 
Romy & Bert; sister: Nelia; other relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to join them 
in praying for her eternal happiness in heaven. 


Her remains lie in state at Sto. Niño Chapel, 
Malolos, Bulacan. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, May 31, 2006 
after the 9:00 a.m. Holy Mass at Sto. Niño 
Chapel. 


Please continue to pray for his eternal repose in heaven. 


"God be with you on your journey home. 
We will miss you dearly.” 


Death ‘Notice 


Brigida Valenzuela 
of Matuyatuya, Torrijos, 
Marinduque 
* February 1, 1928 
+ May 28, 2006 

Her body lies at Chapel D3, 
Funeraria Nacional, Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City until 
Wednesday night, May 31 and will 
be brought home to Matuyatuya, 
Torrijos, Marinduque right after. 
Interment will be on June 3, 2006, 


An obituary with a picture can be a 
fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


“If Thad a single flower for every time I think GE 
Т could walk forever in my garden" 


= 
a 


GV Roving Memory 
on the Third Death Anniversary of 


; JULIE ANNE LIM EVORA 


September 18, 1977 - May 30,2003 


Aways сате INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate Ө Any identification document (I.D.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


“Come to Me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and І will give you rest.” 


Remembering POT' life brings us joy | 
and though our hearts still grieve, there is зо much 
love and comfort in the memories she left. » 


Masses have been offered for Julie's eternal peace 


and happiness. We request the reader to say 
а prayer for her too. 
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ЈАС FILIPINAS. 
INSHOP INC. 


J. Laruza. Auctioneer 
ign May. 
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on pages B5 & B18 


New Dr. P Adult Diapers 

DR. P ADULT DIAPERS HAVE EVEN BEEN MADE 

better to provide mare satisfaction and comfort. 

Dr. P Max Overnight Adult Diapers have Super 

Absorbent Pads that provides MAXimum comfort 

al night, high speed channels that evenly distribute liquid on the pad MAXI- 
mizing usage of diaper; Wetness indicator that tells the right time to change 
the adjustable tapes that allows easy adjustment and give better fit around 
the waist; plus its unique anti-bacteria action effectively controls the growth 
of harmful bacteria. Dr, P Adult Diapers аге dedicated to the comfort of ts 
wearers so Dr. P is now made even better with its Stretchable Soft Waist- 
band that provides MAXImum protection against back leaks. This makes Dr. 
P Maxi Overnight a perfect partner at night because you don't have to worry 
about leaks while sleeping. Dr. P Max Overnight Adult Diapers are avaiable 
in eating supermarkets, groceries and drugstores nationwide. 


Samsonite TSA locks 
‘SAMSONITE OFFERS A LUGGAGE LOCK THAT 
complies with the United Stats" Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) security proce- 
dures. TSA-certild locks are special designed 
to allow TSA officers to unlock them with a master 
key. With the Samsonite TSA lock, travelers can 
further protect thir property with confidence, 
while adhering to global industry standards that 
confribue tothe security and safety of air travel. 
‘The-Samsonite TSA lock Is available at the Sam- 
soni Black Label boutique in Power Pant Mall, 
Samsonite store in The Podium, The Travel Club 
outlets and leading department stores nationwide. 
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Akari lights up your world 
WHETHER YOU WANT A ROMANTIC, CHEERY, 
ог homey ambience, lighting plays a major role. 
Light up your мот with a high quet lighting 
and wiring device brand, Akari. Akari offers an 
extensive пе of wiring devices, trom the con- 
ventional, ће classic wide to the designer wide 
Series. All of these are designed to suit every in- 
dustrial and interior designing needs of every 
project. Akari recently lunched its high-end 
‘wiring devices tagged as the T&. series. Made 
of high-quality materials, the Та. series offers 
sleek, elegant and unique designs that wil defl- 
nitty beauty your home. Just four years in the 
business, Ari has already provided its service 
tothe country’s top developers lie Ayala Land, 
Serendra, The Residence at Greenbelt, Celadon 
Residences, Avida Towers, The Columns Ii and 
Verdefa Mampleson: Civic Pace and West 
Parco Filinvest Land Eastwood Excelson and 
Самота Garden Square of Empire East and 
SM and the Taal Vista Hote. Akari has over 500 
distributors and dealers all over the country. 
Checkout their latest products at ACE Hard- 
ware, True Value, Cli Harware, Handyman, and 
other leading electrical supply shops. Akari will 
be one ofthe featured products at the 14th 
Construction Show Cebu on June 2-5, at the 
Cabu Trade Hall, 3/Floor SM City Cebu. For de- 
Хайз of the 14th Construction Show Cebu, 
please contact LA. Ducut and Company at 
‘Manila (02) 73-8876, 873-9047, 873-1198; Ce- 
‘bu (032)232-3729; 232-3740; 412-8463; сві 
nos (0917)838-2183, (0916)613-9179; or e- 
mailto constructionshow@iaducul.com. 
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NEWPICS BOARD 

Secretary Ramon Р. Sales (left), chair of the Com- 
mission on Information and Communications Tech- 
nology, recently inducted the new officers of the 
Philippine Internet Commerce Society. Shown are 
(from left): Maan Tolentino, president; Mon Lizardo, 
executive vice president; lawyer Teddy Kalaw, VP- 
advocacies; Winthrop Yu, treasurer, Edna Belleza, 


corporate secretary; Mike Abundo, VP-emerging 
technologies; and Erick Kalugdan, VP-special pro- 
jects. PICS is composed of individual and corporate 
‘members with the common objective of promoting 
the growth of e-commerce in the Philippines. The 
induction ceremony was sponsored by Yahoo!, In- 
tel, Hewlett-Packard and Innove. 


JOHNNIE WALKER ЕІ RACING 
CHALLENGE PROMO WINNER 

The race results are in. Carlo Santos of Green- 
meadows Village, Pasig City bags top honors 
tor the Johnnie Walker F1 Racing Challenge: а 
‘chance to fly to Sepang, Malaysia to watch the 
Formula 1 Grand Prix. It was at Il Ponticello 
where Carlos ordered Johnnie Walker and got 
his prize-winning raffle promo ticket. 
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People, Events Products 


The pop heartthrob shares 
the stage with Jollibee 


IF THERE'S ONE PERSON WHO'S A 
living proof that dreams do come true, 
it has to be Mark Bautista. Anyone 
who has closely followed his career 
knows about the inspiring story that 
has led him to where he is now. From 
Cagayan de Oro to Manila, Mark has 
always carried his love for singing and 
his dreams of success close to his 
heart. He got the attention not just of 
fans and fellow musicians but also of 
the no. 1 Filipino fast food chain, 
libee, as he was tapped to be one of its 
select endorsers. These days, he is hap- 
pily living out that dream especially 
now that he has just concluded his first 
solo concert and Jollibee was there be- 
hind him to support him all the way. 

The concert was definitely one for 
the books as Mark Bautista outdid 
himself with a show that brought his 
singing prowess in the limelight and 
showed everyone that dreams do 
come true with the help of people who 
trily believe in you. 

“Dati po, nag-re-record lang ako ng 
mga kanta sa mga cassette tape. 
Tapos, gumugupit ako ng pictures at 


‘yun ‘yung ginagawa kong album cov- 
er Mga tatlong tracks lang ‘yung 
aman ng album ko pero sobrang saya 
ko na. ( used to record songs on cas- 
sette tapes and then cut up pictures 
and use them as album covers. There 
were only around three tracks on the 
tape but that already made me very 
happy), a rather emotional Mark 
confessed onstage. 

Now, he not only has a number of 
chart-topping albums under his belt, 
he is also a well-loved celebrity who 
has earned the support of established 
brands like Jollibee. Proof of this is the 
all-out support that the number one 
fast food brand in the country has giv- 
en to Mark. Apart from helping him 
promote the concert by displaying 
posters in (actually, mega manila 
stores only) its stores, organizing store 
visits and lending support to his mall 
tours, Jollibee was there on Mark's big 
night. 

With his onscreen partner and fel- 
low Yumburger fan, Sarah Geroni- 
mo, Mark shared the stage with Jol- 
libee for a rousing song and dance 


Deutsche Bank donates 
funds for school building 


DEUTSCHE BANK RECENTLY 
donated funds to construct a 
new school building at Daang- 
һап Elementary School їп 
Navotas, a fishing village located 
in Metro Manila. The donation is 
part of the Banks broader re- 
gional philanthropic initiative of 
the Deutsche Bank Asia Founda- 
tion. 

The project was initiated in re- 
sponse to the Department of Edu- 
cations Adopt-A-School-Program, 
which aims to provide much need- 
ed assistance and service to public 
schools by creating parmerships 
among the business sector, NGOs, 
civie groups, individuals and the 
education department. 

Present at the handover cere- 
mony were Navotas Mayor Toby 
Tiangco, Department of Educa- 
tion (DepEd) school division su- 
perintendent Dr. Nenita Rivera, 
Daanghari principal Dr. Teresita 
Lopez, Philippine Business for So- 


number with Baliw. Mark's younger 
fans in the audience were partic 
larly delighted to see their favorite 
bee dancing and grooving like a pro 
with Mark and Sarah as they dis- 
played their vocal genius. 

АП in all, Mark Bautista's first solo 
attempt in the concert scene proved to 
be a major success. By sharing his pas- 
sion for music, displaying his vocal 
flexibility and performing with all his 
heart, Mark has opened yet another 
chapter of his life with a big bang. 

There really is no stopping Mark 
Bautista as he continues to climb up 
the ladder of success. And yet the peo- 
ple closest to him know that despite all 
the glitter and fame, Mark remains tọ 
be the down-to-earth, family-oriented 
and Jollibee-loving boy they ve always 
known. Thats why fans, friends and 
relatives all the way from Cagayan de 
Oro and even ће US. didn't hesitate 
to бу in to Manila to witness Marks 
beautifully touching and entertaining 
solo concert, which will surely be a 
first of many others in the years to 


Manila Staff also imparted their 
time, one day to make-over the 
school's library - painting the walls 
and bookshelves, covering books 
and a range of other tasks. 

Deutsche Bank Manila also part- 
nered with the National Bookstore 
Foundation (NBF) to arrange for 
Daanghari Elementary School to 
become a beneficiary of NBF's Mo- 
bile Library Tour. 

In recognition of the Banks con- 
tribution to strengthening the qual- 
йу of education in the county, 
Deutsche Bank received a DepEd 
Partnership Award. 

"The Deutsche Bank Asia Founda- 
tion was established in December 
2003 to provide financial assis- 
tance to community support pro- 
grams in a number of countries 
throughout Asia where the Bank 
conducts business. The classroom 
projects are part of the Deutsche 
Bank Asia Foundation's activities in 


PLDT RECEIVES ANVIL AWARD 
PLOT recently received an Anvil Award of Merit. 
from the Public Relations Society of the Philip- 
pines (PRSP) under the External Publications 
— Calendar category. The 2005 desk calendar 
featured Roni Santiago's Baltic & Co. comic 
strip and words of wisdom from some of The. 
Outstanding Young Men (TOYM) awardees. 
‘Shown during the awards rites are PLOT media 
senior manager Horace Lavides, 2nd from left, 
holding the Anvil trophy flanked by senior pub- 
lications assistant 
Anthony 0. Alcantara, 
media section head 
Sennen F. Lac- 
samana, and senior 
publications assistant 


ылда A L 
ADBOARD, AD FOUNDATION MEET 
The executive committees of the Advertising Board 
of the Philippines and Advertising Foundation of the 
Philippines recently met to forge collaborative initia 
tives towards strengthened unity and sustained 
(growth of the Philippine advertising and marketing 
‘communications industry. AdBoard focuses on in- 
dustry self-regulation body such as advertising 
content regulation and conduct of business like 
screening of advertising materials; the Ad Founda- 
tion social development communications and social 
marketing such as values orientation, voters educa- 
tion and nation-building endeavors. The executive 
committees of the above industry bodies are (seat- 
ed, from left Linda Gamboa, Ad Foundation assis- 
tant board secretary and executive director, Antonia 
Samson. president and CEO of Optimum Media. 
(ОМО) and Ad Foundation chairman of the board 
trustees; Ma. Teresa Villanueva, senior executive of- 
ficer of JimenezBasic Advertising and chair of the 
‘AdBoard board of directors; Vivian Tin, vice presi- 
dent for research and business analysis of ABS- 
CBN and AdBoard board secretary, and Oscar 


FedEx Moves to Bigger Servic 


FEDEX, A SUBSIDIARY OF FEDEX CORP (NYSE: 
FDX) and the world's largest express transportation 


Valenzuela, AdBoard executive director; (standing 
from left: Lucien Dy-Tioco, vice president for ad- 
verlising of The Philippine Star and AdBoard PRO; 
Carlo Llavo, president and general manager of The 
Fourth Dimensions inc and AdBoard vice chair, 
Arnedo Lucas, managing director of Roadrunner 
Network and Ad Foundation treasurer, Jose Rafael 
Hernandez, president of Well Advertising and Ad 
Foundation membership chair, Johnip Cua, presi- 
dent of Procter & Gamble Philippines and Ad Foun- 
dation board secretary and incoming board chair; 
Howard Belton, chair and CEO of Unilever Philip- 
pines Inc and Ad Foundation international relations 
officer; Edgar Navalta, Asap president and AdBoard 
treasurer; and Raul Alvarez, assistant ов president 
or marketing services of PLDT and AdBoard values. 
promotions committee director. It was agreed in tne. 
Joint executive committee meeting that the AdBoard 
will turn over to Ad Foundation the Araw Values Ad- 
vvertising (AVA) awards for Ad Foundation biennial 
implementation, starting this 2006, as the 1st Ad- 
Board, Ad Foundation collaborative endeavor. 


e Center in Cubao 
pe 


company, has moved its Cubao World Service Center 


(WSC) to a new location and upgraded the faci 
in order to provide its customers with faster 


ilities 
and 


more efficient service. The new WSC is conveniently 
located near the commercial shopping district of Ali 
Mall and Gateway Mall, and will service the entire 


Araneta Center and the Aurora Boulevard distric 
to Edsa. Improvements include a 236 sq m floor: 


ict up 
area 


and an increased number of parking spaces for cus- 


tomers. Says Clifton Chua, managing directo 


x for 


FedEx in the Philippines, Thailand, and Indochina, 
“With a strategic new location and improved facili 
ties, we now have the flexibility to better meet the in- 
creasing needs of our customers in this thriving busi- 
ness district." For free B-roll/video content about 


FedEx please log onto 


www.thenewsmar- 


ket.com/fedex to review and request video. You can 


receive broadcast-standard video digitally or by 


tape 


from this site. Registration and video is free to the 


media. 


the Philippines. 


Jun M. Sambalilo. 


TOSHIBA 


cial Progress (PBSP) 
Luzon operations 
manager Robby 
Nazal, Deutsche Bank 
chief ‘operating offi- 
cer Rhoneil Fajardo, 
faculty, students and 
community members 
of Daanghari Elemen- 
tary School. 

Deutsche Bank, in 
partnership with the 
PBSD identified 
Daanghari Elemen- 
tary School as its pro- 
ject beneficiary in 
2005 due to a lack of 
classroom facilities. 
Daanghari Elemen- 
tary School had a 
classroom-student ra- 
tio of 1:91. 

"We chose the 
Daanghari Elemen- 
tary School because of 
its critical pupil-class- 
room ratio where its 
2,536 students share 
only 28 classrooms," 
said Enrico Cruz, 
Deutsche Bank’s chief 
country officer for the 
Philippines. 

“This is our modest 
contribution to the de- 
velopment of the 
country’s educational 
The project formed 
рап of Deutsche 
Bank's active involve- 
mentin PBSP's Strate- 
gic Private Sector 
Partnerships for Ur- 
ban Poverty Reduc- 
Чоп (Step-Up). The 
Step-Up program 
aims to assist poor 
communities through 
the provision of af- 
fordable housing, 
school building, 
roads, portable water 
and drainage systems. 

DB Manila staff also 
participated in a Staff 
Outreach Program for 
Daanghari Elementary 
School whereby 
Deutsche Bank and 
staff donated funds to 
repair and purchase 
items for the school li- 
brary such as comput- 
er tables, desks, wall 
fans, encyclopedias 
and other reading ma- 
terials. About 17 DB 


^üsransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 
Republic of the Philippines 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


‘SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF LOOSE BREAKER FAILURE 
RELAYS AND ACCESSORIES 


(Reference No.: PB060403-LEO0SS/PR No. PID-06-000018385) 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, Head Осе Region (TRANSOO- 
НО) trough the 2008 Corporate Budget approved by the TransCo Board tends 
o apply the sum of Php $,980,000.00 being the Approved Budget lor ine Contact 
(ABC) to payments under the contact for PBOEO402-LEDOSSIPR No. PID-06- 
000018205 Supply апа Delivery of Loose Breaker Fallure Relays and 
Hecessorias Bids rected in excess of he ABC shal be auomatcaly reyecied at 
® opening Award shal be on a lot basis 

now invtas Bids from eligible Bidders or Supply and Delivery 
f Loose Breaker Failure Relays and Accessories. Deivery ol the GOODS 6 
Taqurad within shy (60) calendar days. The descngton of an ebgile Bidder is 
опе in Section 1 of he Bing Documents, ТВ. 
‘Bidding мӣ be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
discretionary passifalt criteria as speciied in the Implementing Rules and 
Raguiatons Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (RA 9184) cherwse known as 
the “Government Procurement Relrm Ac. andi esce lo арп chensisle 
propristrships, organizations wilh at least sixty percent (60%) interest ог 
utstanding capal sock belonging lo clans ofthe Phiipings and io citizens or 
rganizatans of a county the laws or regulations of which grant simlar nights or 
priniages lo Filipino cilzens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A 5183) and 
юсю Commonueath Act 138 (CA. 138. Ont Bids tom Biers who pass the 
sginity check wil be opened. The process for tne eligi checks desenbed in 
Secton Iro e Bedding Documents TB. The bidder win the Lowest Сасе Bid 
(LCS) shall advance to he post quohicaton stage in order 1o finally determine 
Fesposiveness ofthe bid 1o аспаса! and nancial requirements ol a project The 
Contract shal then be awarded о ће Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder 
{LERE} who wos determined as such dung tho postquaícaton procedure. 
A compie set of Bidding Documents may ba purchased by interested Bidder. lom 
the address below, om May 23, 2006 (o June 20, 2006 пот 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 
PM and upon paymant of a fonrlundate ee in he amount of Php 1,000.00. The 
тоё of payment wil be Cash. The Bidding Documents shall be received 
personal by the prospective Bidar or his auhorzedrepresanatve 
The TRANSCO-HO wil hold а Pre-Bid Conferance open o ali nerested partias on 
June 06, 2006/1:30 P.M. al е adress below 
Bids and eigty requiremnis must be delivered to he address below on or 
olore June 21 20087200 Р.М. Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bi secunty ia 
any of the foliowng forms and amount or an equivalent amount а з leo 
Conver curren. Lala Bids shal not bo accepted 


Form of Security Maium Arsount in of 
Approved Budget for the 
Contract to be Bid 


One parcet (19) of P8 800.0 


warrenty 


TDP- 58 

- 2000 ANS! Lumens 
- 2000:1 Contrast. 
-SVGA, DLP 

- Instant Shutdown 
-20Kg: 


==> FREE 
Toshiba DVD Player 


P 59,990.00 


No brand excites you more than we do. 


TDP-SC25 

= 1800 ANSI Lumens. 
-2000:1 Contrast 
-SVGA, DLP 

- Document Camera. 


-39Kg. 


FREE 60 X 60 Tripod 
Росо Screen 


mmu m DYNAMICS INC. 


345 Metro House Bldg. Sen. Jt Puyat Avenue Makati City; Tel. по:890-8525 ; Fax no.:8900698. 
Cebu Branch: 30 Machay Вр. Gorordo Ave., Cebu Сау 6000, Та Na. Z31-S117/232.6385/ 232-6901; Fax No. 231-0081 

Davao Branch: Pelayo Sig Juan Luna St, Davao Сау 8000, Ты No. 227-4137/38, Fa 227-4147, 

‘Cagayan da Oro Branch: Moreno В. Gusa Highway. Cagayan de Ою Cily 9000.70 но 733-158 33-273: Fax 855-5388 


TDP- FF1 
400 lux 
-1500:1 Contrast 
-Both AC and 
Baltery powered 
- LED light source. 
= 815g (wi battery) 
-No Lamp 


- 1500 ANS! Lumens 

-2100:1 Contrast 

- Auto Keystone 
Correction 

-Remole Mouse! 
Powerpoint Control 

AK. 


= 2300 ANSI Lumens 
- 2000:1 Contrast 
- Auto Keystone 
Correction 
- Remote Mouse/ 
Powerpoint Control 
-1.9 Kg. 


ah, cared check, casar check 
manager's check, bank бай or 
\печосэйе ator of credi 


Bank guarantee "Ong and а hal percent 


(1 or P48 700.00 
Two and a һәй рекет 
(2172) or 24.000 00 
‘no hundred расан (100%) 
‘or P9,.980,000.00 


‘Surety bond 


Foreign govermani guarantes 


Bid opening shall be on June 21, 006/200 PM at te Admin Conference Room 
Same address below. Bids wil be oponod in he presence of the Bidder 
Tepresentatvos who choose t айпа a ha address beo. 

Tho National Transmission Corporation reserves to righi o accept or пр! any 
Bid, io anna Ia bog proces. and o rejoct al Bde al any bme prior 1o contract 
‘ward, minout thereby сити; any Habit o Ве afieced Baidar or Bidders. 
‘atonal Transmssion Corporation, Head Office Region. 

Mr Armando М Ochos, ВАС Chatman 

MUD Olen, GIF Transco Man Bi 

Powor Contor, Quazon Ave. comer BIR Road 

Diman, Quezon Ciy 

Tel No (622) 881220961) 9812241 

Fax No (822) 9228432 

Websto: vr ansco ph 


(504) ARMANDO N. OCHOA. 
‘Charman, Ваз ant Awards Comma 


(POL ay 23 830.2006) 


Gov't to raise tax collection goal 


Customs tasked to raise bulk of increase in revenues 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE IS POISED TO RAISE 
the government's revenue-collection target next year 
tobring back the tax effort to levels prior to the Asian fi- 
nancial crisis. 

‘A government official said that instead of the origi- 
nally programmed revenue collection of P1.113 tril- 
lion for 2007, a higher target of P1.124 trillion is be- 
ing considered by the DOR 

The PLL-billion increase in the target would be 


shouldered by the Bureau of Customs (BOC), which 
will be tasked with collecting P231.1 billion in duties 
and value-added taxes (VAT). 

The ВОСЗ revenue target for 2007 will also be 17 per- 
cent higher than the P231.1 billion that the agency should 
collect this year. The ВОС is the second-biggest revenue 
‘earner for the government among line agencies. 

‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR), the biggest 
revenue contributor for the government, will be as- 
signed to generate P793.3 billion next year. This is 17- 
percent higher than the P675.4 billion target this year. 


(/ FIXED 
EE 


GUARANTEED 
TAX FREE 
d Open a PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 
* Affordable for a minimum of PhP 50,000. 


* 5-year placement 
_ * Enjoy monthly interest earnings 
hi ие поп a per элип basis and je даңк їл race 


рв 
Get it now at any 
PSBank branch, 


Tert PSBANK PRIME. 
for Smart or 0917-89 


‘The DOF official said that with the 
increase in the revenue target, the 
government could attain the desired 
tax-effort level more quickly. 

The government has set a goal of at- 
taining а tax effort of at least 17 per- 
cent, which was last achieved in 1997. 
Starting 1998, following the Asian fi- 
nancial crisis, the tax effort fell every 
year, reaching 12.4 percent in 2004. 

Although the Philippines was con- 
sidered the least affected by the crisis, 
the resulting decline in economic out- 


putresulted in the decline in tax collection. 

The tax effort slightly increased to 12.7 percent last 
year, and is expected to rise to 14.6 percent this year, to 
157 percent next year, and to 16.1 percent in 2008. 

The tax effort is the ratio between taxes and duties 
collected by the government to the country's gross do- 
mestic product (GDP). It determines whether ће gov- 
ernment is able to generate the supposed additional 
taxes and duties amid higher economic growth. 

The official said that while the original revenue-col- 
lection program for the medium term reflected annual 
increase, the growth target should be higher to achieve 
the 17-percenttax-effort target earlier than expected. 

The government has been reminded time and again 
by foreign creditors and credit-rating agencies on the 
need to become more aggressive in shoring up rev- 
enue collection to quickly fix its fiscal position and 
eventually boost economic growth. 

Credit-rating firm Fitch Ratings earlier noted that 
the government's revenue collection was one of the 
lowest in Asia. The credit-rating firm said that in- 
creasing revenue collection was the more prudent 
way of reducing the government's budget deficit than 
cutting expenditures. 


[ | мз! DTR (Daty Time Recording) 
MSI PIS (Personne! info. System) 
PROFIT Retail Systom: 


К ensures FAST, COMPLETE and ACCURATE 


| computation of payroll and generation of government 


reportorial requirements. 


"nguy on Proft Reta cal. 
7348858 17384753 17354882 


Attention CPA's & Business Consultancy Agents: 


Refer our products and earn extra income INSTANTLY. 


(Ш METROSOFT, INC. 


FREE DEMO within 
Metro Manila area only 


101 Chyand 9, Dela Rosa Condo. Ова Rosa St, Makau Cty 
Tei: 8022798 | 894-155 / 892-4520 | 802-4538 | 692-2808 | 
894-1043 Fax No.: 692-2795 E-mall: msi@vasia.com 
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Monitor tax 
perks, BIR urged 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
should forge a deal with concerned agencies 
to get a periodic report of the status of tax- 
and duty-free privileges given to businesses. 

This was suggested by the National Tax 
Research Center (NTRC), which said the 
government could better address huge leak- 
ages arising from the abuse of fiscal incen- 
tives if the BIR would be furnished with a 
regular report on the incentives status of 
companies. 

The NTRC, tasked with conducting studies 
and providing recommendations on tax-relat- 
ed issues, said in a paper that the BIR should 
convince government agencies that grant fis- 
cal incentives to provide a regular report on 
which companies were still entitled to fiscal 
incentives or those with expired incentives. 

Estimates showed that the government was 
losing close to P300 billion a year due to the 
granting of incentives. The amount included 
legitimate incentives and those fraudulently 
claimed by businesses whose incentives have 
already expired. 

The NTRC said there should be a communi- 
cation line between the BIR and concerned 
agencies to ensure that the government only 
granted incentives to those who were legiti- 
mately covered by tax and duty perks. 

Major government agencies granting fiscal 
incentives include the Board of Investments 
(BON and the Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority (Peza). 

BOI grants income tax holidays, among 


| other incentives, to firms included in the In- 


vestment Priorities Plan (IPP), a list of indus- 

tries considered priority by the government. 
Peza grants incentives to exporters locat- 
ed in economic zones. These companies are 
only required to pay a S-percent tax on 
gross income in lieu of all other taxes. 
Michelle V. Remo 


Summer is the pertect time to get 
an Innova for the whole family. 
e Low mónthly for 
as low as P.8,596* 
+ Toyota Value Certificate 


worth Р25,000. 


* 2.0.3 WT Model at 50% dawagayment,60-montn term 
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Promo runs until May 31, 2006. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 2997, Series of 2006. 
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BEAUTY begins 
with good health / C3 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


22° Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 
sms feedback: inquirer ife name/agetyimessage to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at festyleGinquirercom ph. 


MONDAY ARTS & BOOKS o TUESDAY FITNESS © WEDNESDAY 2BU © THURSDAY FOOD o FRIDAY FASHION & BEAUTY. 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


Standing one-arm row 


STRENGTHENS THE BACK OF 
the shoulders, sides of the back, 
and the biceps 

Equipment: 

Dumbbells 

Exercise technique: 

1. Stand with your left leg in 
front and the right leg behind. 

2. Hold the dumbbell in your right 


t 


hand. Lean forward from the hip 
and support your upper body with 
your left hand on your left thigh. 

3. Lift dumbbell by drawing 
shoulder blade toward spine and 
bending elbow. 

4. Keep elbow close to torso. 

5. Slowly lower weight by 
straightening arm back toward 
floor. 

6. Do all repetitions on one side, 
then the other. 

Performance tips: 

1. Keep your shoulders facing for- 
ward. Avoid rotating at the waist. 

2. Pullin the abdominal muscles 
to prevent the lower back from 
arching or sagging as you lift the 
weight. 

3. Don't let your head drop toward 
the floor. Don't look up to avoid arch 
ing your neck 

4, Lift the weight by squeezing 
the muscles at the side of your 
back and shoulders rather than 
pulling with your hand. 

5. You will also feel a stretch in 
the calf of the leg behind. 

Repetitions: 

Do 12-15 repetitions per side. 


7 


| 
| 


Making exercise 


safe for you 


FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, FITNESS PROFES- 
sionals drew up a list of “contraindicated” ex- 
excises. The list was an overreaction to nu- 
merous injuries resulting from the fitness 
craze in the "70s and 80s. 

"Today, the fitness industry is more mature. 
It knows reality is more complicated than just 
having a list of “good” and "bad" exercises. 
What is contraindicated for one person may 
be perfectly fine for another. 

In other words, there are no contraindicat- 
ed exercises, just contraindicated people. An 


| exercise can be safe or unsafe depending on. 


who is doingit. 

‘The politically correct word these days is 
“risky” indicating that an exercise not only 
may require a higher level of fitness and skill, 
but also carries a higher degree of risk. 

‘An example of a risky exercise is the stiff 
legged deadlift. The exercise should be done 
only by someone with a strong back, flexible 
hamstrings, and almost perfect execution. It 
is definitely not for a novice exerciser, It is not 
even appropriate for an advanced exerciser 
with a weak back or tight hamstrings. 


Risk-benefit ratio 
The trick to enjoying the benefits of exer- 
cise while minimizing the risk is to assess the 


WELL AND 
Goop 


Tina Juan 


risk-benefit ratio of all exercises. The benefit, 
should always outweigh the risk. E 

Athletes take great risks for a gold medal or 
a juicy endorsement contract. For them, the 
“benefit” outweighs the risk. The average per: 
son who simply wants to be fit and healthy, 
should not take the same risks. К 

‘The more advanced the exercise, the more 
risky it usually is as it requires more strength, 
flexibility and skill. With the many kinds of 
exercises, choose those that match your own 
fitness level so the risk-benefit ratio will al- 
ways be in your favor. 

You might think pain is the best way to 
judge whether an exercise is unsafe or поб 
‘Unfortunately, pain does not always show up 
right away. Luckily, you don't have to wait un- 
til you are in agony to distinguish between & 
safe and unsafe exercise. 

You can learn from the knowledge and ex- 

MAKINGI CA. 


Get a 1% rebate with your Metrobank Credit Card 


at any Rustan's Department Store 


Use your Metrobank Credit Card when you shop at Rustan's Department Store 
and receive a 1% rebate on all your purchases. With M Shopping, enjoy the wonder of one. 


You're in good hands with @imerrosank 


protect and repair 
your liver from all the 
oxins we absorb daily 
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ComicRelief еен 
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‘FOXTROT 


BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN 


BY JESS ABRERA. 


YOU'RE NAPPING AGAIN?! 
PAIGE, YOU Took A 
NAP AN HOUR AGO! 


тнт. 
WAS A 
PRE-NAP. 


[r LiKE To TAKE A PRE-NAP| 
МАР то UNWIND BEFORE 
MY REAL NAP. I FIND IT 
EASES THE TRANSITION 

INTO DREAMLAND. 


You're A 
РЕСЕ OF 
WORK. 


IM TRYING 
To SLEEP. 
CAN WE HAVE 
THS CONVER- 
SATION AFTER 
MY POST-NAP? 


1 


[MAY NAKIKITA 
KONG MUKHA 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


WHERE DID 
YovEVER 
GET THE 
jRIPICULOU: 
NOTION, 


“TWAT YOURE A 
TUMAN, AND NOT 


THAT TM 
THEIR 
BABY!! 


THEY TELL 
EVERYBODY 


ТЕ 
ООР o gor more 
Елан 


тоте esis 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO. 


GALING NI 
DAVID BLANE ANO? 


A 


DIVINE COMEDY 


X 
SHNUBBED 
EVERY 
OTHER 
BITE 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


[ren super. rM 


jt. 


I ромт THINK 
THAT'S А CoM- 
PLIMeNT. 


| 
H 


IN THE 
PHILIPPINES 


HOROSCOPE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


‘NOU BORN TODAY: Like many other Geminis, you have a strong drive for freedom and independence. You don't 
JOU BORN You don't like schedules. You act on your whims. And when you act, you act swiftly! You're multitalent: 
Tie Many do not understand you, Increased solitude this year will help you to learn something valuable. Keep an 


open mind. 
Birthdate 
ARIES (Mareh 21 t0 
April 19); You have 
Song ‘opinions today 
Sac because the Moon 
ined up with your 
ruler, Mars. This makes your emo- 
бопе intense and explosive. (Best to 


cool your jets.) 
want to make а point 


Don't let your ego run 


away with you! (Far better to keep 
the friendship, don’t you think?) 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You have an 
Urge to win arguments 
today with others. You 


тү! NAKA-IPON NA'KoNG “ToL, ETONG MAS OF, 
BILHIN Mo NA LANG 
YUNG VOLKSWAGEN Ко 
VINTAGE PA'YoN! 
20 THOU LANG! 


jynonna Judd, singer; Mel Blanc, ca 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You might 
‘succumb to emotional 
Shopping today. Strange 
feelings overtake you, 
and you might suddenly buy sóme- 
thing or blow money na weird wey 
Just be aware of this impulse. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): The Moon is in 
yout sign today, and its 
[ined up with fiery Mars. 

This makes you a tad more aggres- 

sive than usual. If youre shy, it's a 

good thing. If you're not shy—you 

might bea bit bossy today. (Oops.) 


Daity CROSSWORD 


ACROSS mF 
1 "Wak the Line" 


subeat 
5 Fox stop? 


9 Car is 


14 Norwegian 
captai 


15 Greek liqueur. 
16 Key of "Eroica" 
17 Bedale 

18 Time of 


maximum fares 


лэ Refrain 
sylables 


20 Three 
connections 


wan 414 
23 Laugh loudly 
24 Tropical rut 


"roc 
25 Assistance. 


28 Snooze 
30 Struck dumb 


35 Haggard = 
37 Sibiant jeer 


E 


‚0 Bakery 


decorator 

41 Nursery туте 
lime 

44 Pro's юе 

45 AD. wod З Squalid area 

46 Wins by ^4 Boe product 
losing? 5 Sunflower 

47 Homesteader State captal 

49 Seed shel 6 Conine one 

51 Sonle boomer, 7 Missouri 
belly рава 

52 Testfordoc 8 Goinlos 
wannabes? target 

55 Big йез, о Flying woe 
brefly 10 Frizzy do 

57 Four 11 Hammer ond 
conneciions 12 Lealy 
wah AA vegeiabie 

68 Compottor 13 Luminary 

68 Java neighbor 271 Bugs — 

57 Ем5__ 22 Sudden insight 
Presiay 25 Mad. Ave фу 

68 "Abel for " 26 Goddess 

69 Withou dela се 

70 Ronis Manan, 27 Pub missies 
for one 29 Loudness unit 

тр Pungent 31 System before 

72 Curontrepons stereo 

273 О.Т seperaton 32 High points 

эз Places at ihe 

abo 

34 Assknaton. 

36 Habeas corpus, 
eg 


Ву John Underwood 
New York, NY 


DOWN 

з Dolar value 

2 natan wine 
cener 


за Wayside lodge 56 Marshland 

30 Comer sign 57 Sag cub 

42 Mr. Polo 58 Rodomos iove 

43 Curtously 59 Terbio Tsar? 

48 Take on 60 Chimed 

50 Eurasian 61 Discropar 
primroses 62 Baghdad's land 

5з Composer Borg 63 Black as nut? 

54 Тополе 64 Some етеп 


rtcon voice; Meredith MacRae, actress 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 

Re, 22): You feel restless to- 

ay. i's as if something 

MUS" is on the back burner 

and it’s starting to 

smoke. Pay little attention to this. 

‘These feelings of self doubt are gone 
by tomorrow. 


VIRGO. (Aug. 23 to 
БЭ, Sept 22): Th goad 
$39 бау for group activities 

with. “others. However, 


you might be inclined to 
demand getting your own way 
(Blame icon the stars.) 


after wi 
buss. 


e 


siastic about something. 


® 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Your ambition is 
definitely aroused today. 
їп fact, people notice 
that you're willing to go 

i you want, no ifs, ands or 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Use your hi 

ly charged energy today 
to sudy, explore new 
ideas or make travel 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You'll cer- 
tainly defend your terti- 
tory today. You might al- 
зо want to fight for the 
underdog, You have def- 
inite views about how things should 
be shared. 


55 


ever, anger serves no purpose ex- 
Cept to make everyone miser- 


able) 
Sleeves and reorganize 


things at work and at 
home. You want a sense of order! 
© children today. Roman- 

tie situations are a bit of 


а loose cannon. Don't rock the boat. 
Tomorrow things get even more in- 
tensel 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Be patient. 
with partners and 
close friends today 
Disagreements could 
arise very easily. (How- 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You have lors 
Of energy to get things 
done today Rall up your. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Parents 
must be patient with 
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SER BAKA GUSTO lido 
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INQUIRER duo, Tessa Р.У. and moi, in front of the pizzeria of the Royal 
Promenade, all set to drive away ina vintage Morgan. 
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ABOVE: Our group got the impeccable 
service of the Filipino crew during cocktails 
onourfirst evening onboard the Freedom of 
the Seas. 


EVENINGS ona cruise ship. 
can also be fun costume 
parties. 


Enjoying my Freedom to cruise the seas 


ADDICT Mobile famille: brand manager Luis Ang, Paolo Gonzalez, 
and endorsers Kelly Misa, Tim Yap and Cristina Garcia 


promise to myself, “I will not gain 

‘weight on this cruise." I tried my best 
о be diciplined, but with all the excellent 
food served in all the resto outlets, especially 
at the elegant dining room, where one had а 
choice of the excellently prepared seven- 
course menu, from aperitif to the main course 
and desserts, 1 decided, what the heck, forget 
about calorie-counting—for a couple of days, 
at least. I treated my taste buds to food, glori- 
ous food, on the Freedom of 
the Seas. It was really free- 
dom time. 

After watching the Circus 
of the Seas, a traditional pa- 
rade paying tribute to the glo- 
rious circus parades of the 
past, we toured the six fabu- Maurice 
lous famillefocused state- А, 
rooms, including the Presi- Arcache 


B EFORE I LEFT MANILLE I MADE A 


BATTING 


dential Family Suites. The Photos by Alex Van Hagen 


suites are perfect if you're 
traveling with your famille ог 
gang. Whether you're a party of six, eight or 
even 14, there is something for your budget. 

And believe me, they didn't look like suites at 
all—they were more like condominiums! They 
even had huge balconies with jacuzzis. Wow! 

Onourlastnight, we had a great dinner. Af- 
terwatd we rushed to our stateroom, which 
had all the amenities one could find at 
home—flat TV, spacious shower and toilet; 
DVD set—you name it, they have it. Plus the 
to-die-for bed, with its luxurious bed sheets 
and pillow eases that make you want to stay 
in bed all day, dahlings. 

Our suitcases had to be out of our cabin by 
midnight for collection for our disembarkation 
at 8:30 the next morning, so it was an early 
might for us, but not for adorable Tessa, who 
stil took а look-see at the Casino Royal and 
watched the fantastic ice-skate show that night. 


Beautiful memories 

When we left Southampton, we watched 
the ship vanish from the horizon as we made 
our way back to London for an overnight stay 
and a day of last-minute shopping. (We were. 
to goback to Manila on KLM.) 

T recalled what the dashing Richard Faim, 


AN EYELASH 


using Kodak EasyShare en nights 


Royal Caribbean chair and chief executive of- 
ficer, said: "We chose the name Freedom of 
the Seas because it is all about freedom of 
choice. Freedom to explore. Freedom to relax. 
Freedom to make one's own holiday plans re- 
flective of one's own tastes and interest." 
Without a doubt, dahlings, Freedom of the 
Seas is truly а distinguished masterpiece of 
maritime architecture, an incredible visual 
sensation, decorated in true, understated op- 
ulentelegance. 
One personality who is 
definitely smiling from ear 


WitHouT 1 to ear is the young woman 


of substance, fashion plate 
Marilen Panganiban Yap- 
tangco, hotshot president 
and CEO of Arpan Air Inc. 
of the ever-reliable Baron 
AGA Travel. 

Şi Freedom of the Seas will 
have its regular run of sev- 
around the 
Caribbean route starting 
June 4, sailing from Miaui to Cozumel, Mexi- 
со; Georgetown; Grand Cayman; Montego 
Bay; Jamaica; and Royal Caribbean's exclu- 
sive private destination, Labadee, Hispaniola. 

Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. is a global 
cruise company that operates Royal 
Caribbean International and Celebrity Cruis- 
es. It is represented in the Philippines by 
Arpan Air Inc., the sister company of Baron 
‘Travel Corp. 

For more info on the Freedom of the Seas, 
consult your travel agent, or Arpan Air Inc. at 
8922703 and 8943957, ог email 
rylcarbbeanarpanair.com.ph. 

"Who wants to disembark when one’s trav- 
eling on the best destination on earth? 

Yes, dahlings, with Royal Caribbean, you 
will definitely have the freedom to explore 
while discovering the world. It's your oppor- 
tunity to do something new and different, 
things you have yet to experience aboard a 
ship. Its freedom at its best! 


У 


"In heat’ in Bora 


The gorgeous island of Boracay was like 
Grand Central Station with launchings, con- 
certs and other activities taking place one af- 


REFRESHING 
beauty Anne Curtis 


HEALTH EXPERTS AGREE 
that to build a strong founda- 
tion for well-being you have to 
get healthy. 

The prescription is the same: balanced 
diet, exercise, relaxation, sleep and sup- 
plementation. But how and why should 
youstart? 


Caring for the inside 

Every day, your body's 63 trillion cells 
are bombarded by the enemy—free radi- 
cals. These are unstable molecules from 
the air you breathe, the food you eat and 
the water/liquids you drink 

Tree radical damage, if left 
unchecked, will damage/destroy your 
cells and weaken your immune system 
hastening aging and causing disease. 

So, the more protection you have 
through the intake of antioxidants that 
fight free radicals, the better you are able 
tostay healthy. 

‘And because beauty also depends on 
tbe state of your health, you have to 
adopt a healthy lifestyle if you want to be 
attractive and appealing. 


THEA Froekjaer, [М Rodriguez 
and top DJ Manolet Dario 


Georgina Wilson 


MICHELLE Pamintuanand JUAN Elizalde and Bianca 


‘Araneta Ong 


Кыл We) Ww. 
CHEESE Ledesma and Joel 
catching model Jackie Inoferio 


Healthy inside and out 


Nutritional plus 

1n 1998, the Journal of Medicinal Foods 
studied and evaluated liquid vitamins and 
minerals and found them effective in health 
management. In 2002, the Journal of the 
American Medical Association published 
the results of almost 40 years of research on 
the relationship berween vitamins and dis- 
eases. They indicated that vitamin deficien- 
дев were associated with chronic diseases 
like cancer, coronary heart disease and os- 
teoporosis (go to wwwwiralheakhin- 
fo.com). 

Тһе big vitamin helpers versus disease 
included Vitamin С, E, folic acid, B6, B12. 

At the Gifu Pharmaceutical University in 
Japan, a study showed that nutrients from 
mangosteen (fruit and rind), which has 
xanthones, had strong antibacterial effect 
and medicinal and antioxidant properties. 

Several mangosteen-based supplements 
are now available. One of them is Vemma 
that has formulated separately liquic-mi 
erals and mangosteen plus fortified with 12 
full-spectrum vitamins, the first of is kind. 

"The Vemma Nutrition Program is in the. 
prestigious Physicians Desk Reference, a 


INsiDE 
Our 
Cory 
Quirino 

listing of nonprescription drugs and dietary 
supplements used by healthcare profession- 
als. Call AIGS at 6873016 or 6873018. 

‘The power of juicing cannot be underes- 
timated. You can make it a daily habit to 
take at least one fruit or vegetable juice a 
day fora healthy start. 


Pamper the outside 
Gone are the days when adding color to 
your face means pinching your cheeks until 
they blush and biting your lips tili they are 
red. Beauty enthusiasts know there are eas- 
ier and safer ways to achieve color. And the 
search is on for the best, most effective 
products. 
Saving us time and effort, Marie Claire 
joined the search for the best cosmetic 
product. The Prix d'Excellence de la Beaute 
2006 isa 20-year-old international research 


by an international pane! of beauty experts. 
А local search, where several magazines 
‘were represented, announced nine product 
winners. 


Anti-aging 

* Eluage Crème and Gal by Avene uses 
hyaluronic acid to enhance the production 
of this same substance in skin to improve its 
elasticity. 

ө Platineum by Lancôme was designed 
for women in their 60s. Rich in calcium to 
combat “dermoporosis” (reduction of calci- 
um). 

© Sensitive Nivea Visage, a calming day 
crème for sensitive skin that is fragrance-, 
color- and alcohol-free. 

Cosmetics. 

© Volume Shocking by COreal Paris is 
the new generation mascara wih 16 
patents, lis two-step process guarantees 
lashes that are double in volume, Available 
тшу. 

© Dream Matte Mousse by Maybelline, 
designed for the modem age, itis for the 
‘woman on the run, a foundation that 
doesnt run, 

* Liquid Bronze by Clarins—achieve 


HOTSHOTS of Royal Caribbea 
Rebbapragada and Mar 


idential Family 
Suite has a dining area, jacuzzi and private deck 
— 
=e 


THE multipurpose ice-skating rink 


ter another, palanggas. 

No sooner had moi taken off than 1 was 
headed back again, storming Bora for the 
launch of Addict Mobile's scorching “In Heat 
2006" summer campaign, palanggas. 

The Addict Mobile campaign wasn't a one- 
off event but a series of happenings all over 
the island, merging technology and entertain- 
ment. Addict Mobile took their service to the 
next step with the launch of Addict 3G. 

"Simply put, 3G allows one to keep in touch 
with (his/her) circle through video calling, 
high-speed Interne (just as fast as DSL) and 
video streaming,” the press materials said. 
Needless to say, Addict showed us how easy it. 
was to use 3G via demos in every bash they 
hosted, dahlings. 

With the new cool endorsers out in full 
force—PDI’s Tim Yap, gorgeous Cristina 
Garcia, smart Borgy Manotoc, Kelly Misa 
and handsome Derek Ramsey for Addict Mo- 
bile; and Nicole Hernandez, soft-spoken 
Brent Javier and stunning beauty Georgina 
Wilson for АМР (Addict Mobile Pre- 
paid)—Addict was definitely the hot leader of 
the party pack in Boracay that week, palang- 


Not only did subscribers get free tickets, 
free drinks and access to the VIP areas, they 
also had the privilege to choose parties that 
best fit their taste. “Parties in Hear" was the 
main attraction, but the "Deals in Heat," of- 
fering the latest must-have handsets at lower 
postpaid plans, and the awesome “Privileges 
in Heat," giving VIP access to subscribers in all 
parties, were just too irresistible. 

This In Heat 2006 campaign was powered 
by Addict Mobile, AMP Smart 3G, in coopera- 
tion with Motorola, Nokia, Chikka, Big Fish, 
Eventscape and Uno Magazine. 
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Geoff Rodriguez 


that tanned look even if you stay out of the 
sun, aself-tanning lotion. 

* Rouge Pure Shine by Yves St, Lau- 
rent—the classic red lipstick that promises 
more color than a lip gloss. 

ө Kiss Kiss by Guerlain—stylish lipstick 
perfumed with violet and red fruits. 


Home treatments 

Your bathroom is a virtual beauty 
corner, and your kitchen your source 
of natural health remedies. Open your 
refrigerator and find something good 
for you. Let's try the cucumber. Eaten 
raw or juiced, it is effective in cleans- 
ing the body and is beneficial to those 
with diabetes, according to health en- 
thusiasts. 

As a facial mask, blender or mash and 
mix with one tablespoon of milk (fresh is 
better but canned will до). Apply chilled оп 
the face. Cut cucumber round slices and ар- 
ply on the eyes. Relax. Put your fect up. Lis- 
ten to music. Think happy thoughts, Rinse 
after five to seven minutes, 

‘Affirm now: “Happiness is а state of 
mind. And I claim happiness now" 

Loveand light! 
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Revelations on the Gospel of Judas 


Partit 


IN CODEX PAGE 40, "THE CONFLICT 
between the Gnostics and the ortho- 
dox church is reflected in how Jesus 
sees the church and its questionable 
doctrine. The disciples have a vision of 
the temple, which Jesus explains in al- 
legorical terms. He compares what 
they see in the temple to the wrong 
message coming from the emerging 
mainstream church. The disciples, he 
explains, are akin to a temple priest, or 
"minister of error, one who expounds 
inaccurate teachings.” 

‘The big mistake the emerging Chris- 
tian church made then was to see only 
the outer or exoteric aspects of Christ’s 
words and teachings, completely ig- 
noring the hidden or esoteric mean- 
ing. 

Thats why the accepted teaching 
lacks substance, leading to erroneous 
knowledge, although the church in- 
sists it is the only correct interpreta 
tion. 

By crushing any form of dissent or 
opposition, the mainstream church 
succeeded in consolidating its power 
within the hierarchy of the priesthood. 
Only they can interpret the teachings. 
All the rest are heretical. 

„But the people who wrote down the 


Making exercise safe for you 


STUDY IN 


Gospel of Judas and the other Gnostic 
writers did not think they were being 
heretical. In fact, it was the other way 
around. 


Deviation 

Followers of Christ called Gnostics 
considered the teachings of the main- 
stream church heretical. In their be- 
lief, it was the Orthodox Church that 
deviated from the true teachings of 
Christ. 

Codex page 56 says, *... You will ex- 
ceed all of them. For you will sacrifice 
the man that clothes me.” 

In this passage, Christ described 
how Judas would rank among the oth- 
er disciples after Jesus’ death. 

“according to the Gospel of Judas, 
the savior is the spiritual being inside 
Jesus who lives in a spiritual dimen- 
Sion. The physical being of Jesus is a 
simple covering, much like a clothing 
that the Spiritual Savior wears in the 
world. Jesus is essentially telling Ju- 
das that, by betraying him—knowing- 
ly and at his request—he is being a 
true friend and allowing the man Jesus 
to die, so that the Savior can be free to 
return to his home in heaven. In Gnos- 
tic tradition, Jesus neither sees his 
death as a tragedy, nor as a necessary 
act to save the world from its sins.” 
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No wonder the Catholic Church in 
the Philippines is denouncing the 
Gospel of Judas as heretical and is 
downplaying its significance. 

But the church, by doing this, only 
arouses the curiosity of the faithful 
who have been conditioned merely to 
obey the dictates of the church and not 
to question its pronouncements. The 
church indeed has a lot of explaining 
todo. 


Shocking 

As if these new data about Judas Is- 
cariot were not enough, the entity 
Gabbey brought out more shocking 
revelations that, although they could 
not be independently verified, were at 
least consistent with Gnostic and New 
Age beliefs. 

The entity Gabbey revealed to Jun 
Aquiatan the following pieces of secret 
information about Judas Iscariot that 


were completely unknown before: 

“The account in the life of Judas 
during the time of Christ was not writ- 
ten by Judas himself but by people 
who knew the story through Judas’ 
disciples.” 

According to Gabbey, “Judas did not 
Kill himself. He just withdrew from the 
rest of the apostles. He went away and 
formed a group that also preached 
about Christ.” 

The news that he killed himself was 
circulated “so that Judas’ act would be 
forgotten. It was Judas’ men who cir- 
culated the news, not the apostles,” 
according to Gabbey. 

Aquiatan asked why there were no 
records or documents of Judas and his 
group preaching about Christ. 

Gabbey replied documents would 
be found later regarding this. "In fact, 
some fragments have already been 
found, but not yet shown to the world. 
These documents, together with oth- 
ers, would really shock the world." 

"Did Judas really betray Jesus or 
was he really asked by Jesus, in order 
to fulfill his mission?" Jun asked 
Gabbey. 


Brothers 
Gabbey said the initial agreement 
was reached by Judas and Jesus in one 
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perience of fitness professionals who, 
through the years, have identified 
certain observation factors that make 
an exercise unsafe. 


Too fast 

This doesn't mean you should nev- 
er do a fast exercise. The rule is to be 
always in full control of your move- 
ments. Compare a skilled boxer with 
а person just learning to box. The 
boxer's hands area blur as he goes in- 
toa flurry of punches. The beginner is 
awkward and uncoordinated. 

Ifthe beginner tries to move as fast 
as the expert, his joints will take a 
beating because he does not have the 
core control to stop the extra momen- 
tum created by his flailing arms. 

Even simple weightlifting exercises 
сап be unsafe when excessive mo- 
mentum is applied. So always re- 
member to move at a speed that you 
can properly control. With relatively 
heavy weights, that is usually at slow 
tomoderate speed. 


Тоо soon 

Ifyou give your body just the right 
amount of challenge, it will adapt by 
getting stronger and fitter. But if you 
challenge it before it is ready, even а 
basic exercise will cause an injury. 


Many beginners get hurt because 
they try to do advanced exercises. Ex- 
perienced exercisers can also get in- 
}шгей if they attempt advanced exer. 
cises not suited to their fitness skill. 
For example, the risk of injury is high 
for a cyclist trying to do an advanced 
yoga class, no matter how fit she is. 


Too much 

Majority of exercise injuries are 
due to overuse, primarily because of 
too much exercise, You can end up 
with knee surgery because of exces- 
sive hours of cycling or running. The 
second reason is doing only one kind 
of exercise. Instead of spreading out 
the stress of exercise, itis continuous- 
ly concentrated in one or two joints. 


Too heavy 

Bicep curis are a simple and safe 
exercise. But when done with weights 
that are too heavy, it becomes an un- 
safe exercise, putting stress on the 
lower back and the elbows. You can 
have the safest exercise program in 
the world designed for you, but if you 
life weights that are too heavy, every 
single exercise in your program will 
become dangerous. 


Not appropriate 
Ifyou have a structural abnormali- 
ty or past history of joint injury, some 


of their past lives when they were 
brothers. 

“Jesus, as true man, had a human soul. 
that kept reincarnating. When this hu- 
man soul had already perfected itself af- 
ter several reincarnations, it was used 
as а human vehicle for the Divine to 
manifest in this world. That Divine Be- 
ing was called Christ. Remember that 
God is a spirit, He has no material body, 
The Divine spirit, who was Christ, used 
Jesus as human vehicle to be in this 
world. 

“Jesus and Judas... were (in a previ- 
ous life) the only children of a couple 
who lived in Egypt. They were or- 
phaned at an early age and survived 
through farming. Due to their close- 
ness, they swore they would help each 
other and, ifone should be in need, the 
other would help even at the expense 
of his own life 

"Now, when they met again during 
the time of Christ, that agreement was 
revived. But it was only Jesus who re- 
membered it, having the power to read. 
past lives, while Judas did not know 
this. So, Jesus asked Judas’ help to ful- 
fill his mission." 


(To be concluded) 


Next week: Secrets revealed by Jesus 
toJudas 


exercises will never be appropriate 
for you. A shoulder stand is too risky 
for a person with neck issues because 
it flattens the normal curvature of 
the neck and places too much weight 
and stress on the delicate neck 
bones. 


Wrong execution 

Abdominal curls are a pretty 
straight-forward exercise but many 
people do it wrong and end up hurt- 
ing their necks, instead of working 
on the abdominal muscles. Wrong 
execution is the reason for many ex- 
ercise injuries. Таз why it is so 
important to get professional in- 
struction—ideally in person but, at 
the very least, through books or 
videos. 


Unnatural movement 

Behind-the-neck pull-downs and 
behind-the-neck military presses are 
examples of unnatural joint move- 
ments. These types of exercises go 
against the structural design of the 
shoulder joint. If you have to lift a 
heavy box overhead, you would not 
do it behind your neck because it is 
unnatural. 

‘The body has its own wisdom. Ifwe 
just listen, we won't get hurt. 


Visit wwwinajuanfiness info. 
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of cervical cancer? 


The precise cause of cervical can 
risk factors Бой 


history of sexually transmitted 


What are the causes and risk factors 


is not known, but the 
ed бо be related to its development are 
following: multiple sexual partners, early sexual activity, 
fection, history of such 
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E infection {а the sexual partner, smoking history (40 pack 
yours), HIV, HPV(Human Papilloma Viras), 
sociosconomie class, race (black vs white), and use of oral 
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contraceptive pills. It is therefore important that women 


practice prevention. For prin 
avoidance of the risk factors mentioned above.So primary 


provention would include havin 
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Helps lowor пак of 
а monogamous sexual 


relationship between husband and wife, delay in onset of 
sexual intercourse (there is a greater risk of cervical cancer. 
Tor those starting sexual intercourse at age 14-15 years than 
those over 20), 
fection. For 
seeondary prevention, women are advised to have regular 
screening: annual conventional cytology (pap smear) then at 
ог ufer age 30, afier 3 consecutive normal smears, may 
ys. 
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She 1s married to u surgeon, Dr Antonio P 


The difference is in cracked whole wheat. 
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